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Preface 


Originally this manual was designed to help my then young children 
way back in 2006 or so to learn the Hebrew language. When done, the 
chapters accumulated into sufficient number to be compiled into a single 
volume. I thought it would serve the purpose to enhance interest to learn 
Biblical Hebrew if it could sort of be made into one. 

Long before I went to seminary, I began bit and pieces to look into 
the Biblical languages. I was quite curious that grammar textbooks placed 
the third person masculine singular Perfect Tense, in the case of Hebrew, as 
the base form of the verb while the first person common singular in the case 
of Koine Greek. It is the infinitive in the case of English used as the base of 
the verb and, as far as I know, for French and German as well. My search 
into the matter showed that there were some authors, such as Robert Laird 
Harris, via the Imperfect Tense hinted at the Infinitive Construct as the base 
form of the Hebrew verb. 

The current effort was done without the benefit of peer review nor 
the help of a mentor. Hence, comments, suggestions and other forms of 
insight that could shed more light onto the Hebrew language would be 
delightful. 

I am grateful to my younger child Ching Enn who designed the cover 
and to my wife, well, we are common folks, that I enjoyed the blessed rough 
and tough life together with her. Actually it was my first-born child Chee 
Enn who asked me to teach her Hebrew when she was not many years into 
the school. I was delighted. Later she shunned to study medicine. To them 
this study is dedicated as they add meaning to my life. And for them this 


was accomplished. 
own Tna 


This page intentionally left blank 


Steffen Han 2021 March Revised. 


own gna 


Chapter 


INTRODUCTION 
How to Study the Hebrew Verbs 


1.1 - 1.1- 
The Chirp 

This grammar on Hebrew verbs is for every one and, hopefully, 

anyone who has no previous contact with the Hebrew language or 

even an experienced student who wished to have a quick overview 

or revision of the Hebrew verbal system, especially the Tiberian 

nikkud (713), that enigmatic vowel scheme used in the verbs, would 

find it useful of the following suggested here. Those who find it 

committing the intricacies of Hebrew verb to rote is out of the task 

will find the approach presented here helpful, too. 


1.2 

Only the main, principal shaft of the Hebrew verb is introduced and 
discussed. Nevertheless, once the student has learnt up the primary 
pattern of the verb would he be happy to appreciate the language 
and further generate interest and desire to learn more. 


1.3 
First, a quick overview covering the entire spectrum of the Hebrew 


- 1.2- 


Hebrew Verbal System 


verbal system is presented in this chapter. In this way the student 
will have a snapshot of the overall picture. Fasten such an overview 
in the mind, it will enable the student to anticipate what lies ahead 
and the scope of which he needs to know or what to look out 
for during the journey into the study of the Hebrew verb. Some 
details with glimpses into the intricacies of the Hebrew verb would 
be revealed at the next leg. The reader should not be disappointed 
if he does not find what he wanted in this chapter: full treatment 
will be ladled out in the main course. The enterprise of the study 
of the Hebrew verb is going to be like a box inside a box inside 
a box. 


1.4 

Step 1: The Overture 

Hebrew is very vocalic. What is meant by this is that each form of 
the verb OY), namely, the Infinitive, the Imperative, the Participle, 
the Perfect or the Imperfect, and others, in whatever derived stem of 
the verb (7735) it may be, came with a fixed vowel pattern, probably 
the same is true in any other language. That is pretty neat! In 
short, each of the verbal form is identified by its vowel scheme and 
we shall call it the default vowels hereafter as they are given by 
default, usually came in a pair of two, for each form of the verb; 
fixed, immutable but could be shortened or lengthened. So much so 
that each binyan is actually named after the name of the vowels it 
carried, such as Niph’al, Pi’el (Pa’el), and the rest. 


1.5 

The nature of the default vowels determines the form of the verb, that 
is, the form of the verb (the tenses, participles, and so on) is more 
or less controlled by the type of default vowels. Here lies the key 
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to the riddle. By knowing the given vowel pattern, viz the scheme 
of it, you could identify each form of the verb, or by draping the 
default vowels under the tri-consonantal root when writing, the WW, 
you could turn it into the verbal form that you want it to work 
for you. The vowels decide all. Therefore, look out for the default 
vowels in each form of the verb and in each binyan. This is going 
to be the chief end of your treasure hunt journey. It is really that 
simple: the shewa (schwa) [Ọ] (SW), the dagesh [©] (W37) and the 
stem vowels are the only three areas that would likely to present 
some obstacles to the learning of Hebrew verbs. 


1.6 

To use and manoeuvre a Hebrew verb, what a student has to do is: 
(i) to master up the default vowel scheme: there are five different 
pairs of these vowels in the Qal (Op) stem, (one or two in each of 
the other verbal stems); (ii) the rules that govern the dagesh (W271): 
(a) compensatory lengthening of the vowel beneath the preceding 
consonant or syllable of the root, usually known as the stem or 
theme vowel in textbooks, due to the presence of a guttural consonant 
which could not take the dagesh (W317) for doubling, or (b) virtual 
doubling which relinquishes the W35 without lengthening the vowel 
of the preceding syllable of the root; (iii) the rules that stipulate 
(a) contiguous DNI; (b) how Y3 sw (vocal shewa) is changed 
to sw FIOM (composite shewa) in response to the presence of a 
guttural or weak consonant whenever one such alphabet shows up in 
the root in a position where normally a 93 NNW sits, usually the 
head consonant; (iv) when adding pronominal suffixes, the personal 
pronouns, to the verb requires the breaking up of and recast the 
pillion syllable to form a new hind syllable. These are the four 
main areas that a student needs to learn about the verb at the onset 
of learning Hebrew. 


- 1.3 - 
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1.7 

The shift of accent, sometimes known as the stress or the tone, 
adds changes to the default vowels, chiefly in matters pertaining to 
lengthening or shortening the propretonic vowel, and or closing the 
pillion syllable by shortening the stem, theme vowel while adding 
affixes of personal pronouns to the verb. 


1.8 

The dynamic that mandates where and which default vowel would 
be placed in a root is called binyanim (Q°2°223), (singular—binyan 
7733), which means building in general usage of the language but 
refers to the derived stems of the verb in Hebrew grammar. There 
are seven of them for each verbal form: the Pa’al or Qal Oya or 
OP). the Niph’al (yb), the Pi’el (Pa’el) OY) or more suitably 
Pa’el (OY5), the Pu’al (Vb), the Hithpa’el OYNAT), the Hiphil 
©YÐT), the Hophal (6Y57) and the Huphal (SYD). The last 
two are actually counted as one. 


1.9 

For convenient and practical purpose, OYE has been known all along 
as Op. which means light or simple, and the other DIJA are 
known as 0°79, which means grave or heavy or strong. These 
terms are meant to help the student to manage, use and have a sense 
of control over the Hebrew verbal system. 


1.10 

Step 2: Ground Zero 

In the Hebrew verbal system, there are five primary forms of the 
verb for each binyan: two Infinitives (the Infinitive Absolute and 
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the Infinitive Construct), two Participles (the Active Participle and 
the Passive Participle), and one Perfect Tense. Each of these forms 
requires a definite pair of default vowels (two vowels must be taken 
together) to transform the root into each of these verbal forms. 


Sample 


1 Saup 
2 ap 
eho) 
4 SUP 
5 Zee 


The 


scheme 


[+9] 


[O+9] 


[DO] 


[9+0] 


[0+0] 


Hebrew 
names 


p>in+yap 
xn 


nnS+7Aap 


TWP 


“az+o54n 


p>in+ew 
hon 


Default vowel scheme to be used 
in Hebrew verbs in the Qal Stem 


To be used in the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, as the vowels in the 
sample word: 772. 


To be used in the Qal Perfect 
Tense, as the vowels in the sample 
word: DIY. 


To be used in the Qal Passive 
Participle, as the vowels in the 
sample word: Day. 


To be used in the Qal Active 
Participle, as the vowels in the 
sample word: Syb. 


To be used in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct and other educed 
forms of the verb, i.e. the Qal 
Imperative, the Qal Jussive, the 
Qal Cohortative and the Qal 
Imperfect, as the vowels in the 
sample word: JEL 


- 1.5- 
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1.11 

The vowels of the other verbal forms, videlicet, the Imperative, the 
Cohortative, the Jussive, and the Imperfect are really derivatives from 
the Infinitive Construct (Infinitive derivatives) as every one of these 
forms shared the same vowel scheme as in the Infinitive Construct 
of each respective binyan. These latter forms, which enjoy a fairly 
consistent pattern of vowel structure, could be termed the secondary 
forms. 


1.12 

Of the seven derived stems of the verb, learn up first the default 
vowels of the Infinitive Construct for all the binyanim: Actually the 
names of the vowels in the Infinitive Construct are used to name 
each binyan. Learning other forms of the verb will rely upon how 
well have you mastered up the default vowels in the Infinitives, that 
is, the Infinitive Construct of each respectively binyan, which is really 
the natural base form of the verb. This is going to help you to 
manage the whole verbal system later. Difficulties arise only when 
one or more weak consonants appear in the root. 


Qal binyan: Primary Forms 


<— Read from right to left 


Infinitive 
Absolute 


Active 
Participle 


Perfect 


Sym 


73Y IP? 


Secondary Forms (Infinitive Derivatives) 
Infinitive 
Construct 


ane! 


Imperfect Jussive 


Sup? Sup? 
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1.13 

The Hebrew verb is very fundamental: it came in a cluster of three 
consonants known as the root (WW) without vowels—some words in 
Modern Hebrew would have up to four or five consonants—for you 
to install the verb. Originally the written form of Hebrew did not 
display the vowel pointings, known as nikkud, which first emerged 
in the sixth century AD and came into full force of refinement in 
the eighth—ninth centuries. Onto the consonantal root vowels are 
added to configure the root to be used as various form of the verb: 
the Infinitive, the Participle, the Perfect Tense in the case of the 
primary forms. The other two are hidden in these three. The five 
of them are known as the primary forms. Out of the Infinitive 
Construct further four or five forms are to be educed: the Imperative, 
the Jussive, the Cohortative, the Imperfect Tense and the vaw prefixed 
verbs, viz the vaw consecutives. Or, you may want to reverse the 
order for secondary forms: the Imperfect, the Imperative, the Jussive 
and the Cohortative. The Imperfect Tense is also known as the Future 
Tense. The latter sequence is used in most grammar textbooks. =L7- 


1.14 

The vowels to be added to the root came in a pair of two: there 
are five pairs of distinctive, default vowels for the primary forms, 
as could be seen in the Qal binyan. These five pairs are given 
and distributed by default which is known as the base. All that 
a student needs to do at this point of learning is to understand 
and, if possible, remember these five pairs of vowels. For the 
other binyanim outside the Qal stem, the pair of default vowels 
given in the name of each binyan would be the pair of vowels 
to be used on all verbal forms of each respective binyan, marking 
differences between active and passive or stative verbs in the theme 
or stem vowel by a [O] ©) or [0] (FINE), as shown in the 
following Table. In Hebrew Verbal System it must be remembered 


- 1.8 - 


Side Note 


Hebrew Verbal System 


that originally the language was used more in listening for aural effect 
more than a written or visual format. 


2YÐ 
oyp OVE Oven OVE Coo) 


<— Read from right to left 


Oya) oye 


1.15 

The pattern of vowelisation operative in the Qal binyan would be 
applicable to other binyanim, taking the vowels used in the infinitive 
construct of each respective stem to dress up the root. The same 
procedure could even be used likewise on the study of Biblical 
Aramaic, a language closely akin to Biblical Hebrew. 


1.16 

Step 3: Where to begin 

To learn the Hebrew verbal system is really an easy job. All that 
you really need to do is to begin with the Infinitives. The Infinitive 


Reflective 


Active Passive 
Qal Niph’al 
G Stem N Stem 


Piel : 
(Pa’el) Pu’al Hitpa’el 
Dp St HtD St 
D Stem aes oo 


Hiphil  Hophal 
H Stem Hp Stem 
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is the base form of the verb, while the secondary forms of the verb 
are actually derived from the Infinitive, at least in Biblical Hebrew 
that is the case. What you need to learn up at this stage would 
be the vowels for the Infinitive of each derived stem of the verb 
(binyan). Two Infinitives are in use in Hebrew, learn them well: The 
Infinitive Absolute and the Infinitive Construct in each binyan, as 
there are two Infinitives in the English language: the full infinitive or 
also known as the to-infinitive “to go” and the bare Infinitive “go”. 
A separate section which discusses the Infinitives in some details is 
given in the main course (Chapter 6 and Chapter 7). 


1.17 

Take note of the name of the vowels in each stem, which actually 
is the same pair of vowel used in the Infinitive Construct of each 
respective binyan: how each one is written in Hebrew and its English 
transliteration. The cues would be found in the default vowel pattern 


in the name of each ]"J3. - 1.9- 


1.18 

It is interesting to note that the default vowels given in the name 
for the intensive stem Prel (Pa’el)—as the way we have it in 
most Hebrew grammar textbooks a pair of [0+0] ("T38+7777) 
is given where the WI is omitted due to the presence of the 
guttural in DYD that might have induced virtual lengthening to 
have occurred—is in fact the default vowels assigned to the Pi’el 
(Pa’el) Perfect Tense, third person masculine singular; not the Pi’el 
(Pa’el) Infinitive Construct per se. The actual default vowels for 
the Hebrew Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct, however, is given a 
pair of [0+0] (*TSH2274TN5) as shown by the vowels in the 
sample word: Sup to slaughter, DATAA and to speak (Il Samuel. 
14:13 cf. Esther 1:22; Ezekiel 12:16); 2] to play (Ezekiel 33:32 


10 
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and others), thus the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct in Hebrew 
in its actual form would be sounded as Pa’el Oy) hence Pa’el 
is categorised together with Pi’el in this study. Coincidentally, the 
same pair of vowel combination, videlicet, [0+0] CT3+W35+7NÐĐ), 
is used to install the Aramaic intensive binyan, the D stem in 
Biblical Aramaic, and named as Aramaic Pa’el Perfect Tense, third 
person, masculine singular. The D stem of Aramaic together with its 
vowels is equivalent to the Hebrew Pi’el (Pa’el) stem, thus rendered 
the Hebrew Prel (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct should be aligned 
more akin to Pa’el, and should be read as such in the Infinitive 
Construct of the Hebrew Intensive binyan. Together with this, the 
same approach of looking at the vowel structure in the Hebrew 
verbs in terms of schematic pairing of default vowels could be made 
applicable to the study of Aramaic verbs, as observed above. 


1.19 

You may want, for functional purpose, to re-group the stems (0°33) 
into three or four groupings: the Simple Stems (two members: the Qal 
and Niph’al), the Intensive Stems (three members: the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
and Pual, and the Hithpa’el) and the Causative stems (two members: 
namely, the Hiphil and the Hophal). In some textbooks, Hophal is 
also sounded as Huphal or have the two placed together. 


1.20 

With fewer groups to handle, it makes your leaning task less 
complicated, therefore, more enjoyable. To be sure, there are other 
minor groups, but those less frequently used stem groups of the 
verb should not be a bother to you at the beginning stage of your 
learning. 
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1.21 

Step 4: The Flow 

From the Infinitive, you may go directly to figure out the Imperative. 
Learning the Imperative is even more so an easy task for the 
Imperative is really the Infinitive, as the case in the English language: 
the word “go” is both the Imperative as well as the bare Infinitive for 
the verb “to go” where the bare infinitive is used as the Imperative. 
The same is in Hebrew, the Infinitive Construct is used as the 
Imperative, the identically same pair of vowels, even in the derived 
stems of the verb. Learn up the vowel patterns for all the seven 
Imperatives of the strong verb; and later, the weak verbs will not 
sham a problem. During your learning session, compare the vowel 
pattern in the Imperative of each of the derived stem (]”32) with 
that of the respective Infinitive Construct: take note of the similarity 
and, of course, the differences as well. In the case of a weak 
verb in Qal binyan, look out for the shewa Y3 NDW under the first 
syllable, and for that matter, all occurrences of YJ NW with a weak 
consonant. The principles operative in the case for vowel changes - 1.11 
in the Imperative, both the strong and the weak verbs, shall apply 
to all other forms of the derived stems. The default vowel scheme 
for the Imperative in each derived stem is fairly stable. Make it 
a point to distinguish dynamic verbs from the stative verb. It is 
at the level of the Imperative that dynamic verb and stative verb 
would assume different vowel for the stem or theme vowel, as some 
textbooks called it by this name. A section discussing the stative 
verbs could be found in the main course (Chapter 4). 


1.22 

A Choice is available 

After having learned up well these two: the Infinitives and the 
Imperative, you may make a choice: either go over to learn the 
Participles or you may begin to learn the Perfect Tense. Why must 
you learn the Participle first is for a simple reason: The Active 


12 
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Participle in Hebrew is used as the Present Tense, as there is no 
separate form for the Present Tense in the Hebrew verb. Some 
other forms of the verb could be used to express the present aspect 
of the verb, for sure; and the Imperfect Tense is used as the Future 
Tense: two roles for the derivative of the Infinitive Construct. The 
Jussive is another infinitive derivative, which stretches over to the 
vayyigtol or wayyiqtol (Chapter Thirteen). With the Present Tense 
learned, you may begin to make sentences on you own, sort of 
learning and practice heuristically. You may be able to speak and 
write Hebrew now. The default vowels for the Participles, Active 
as well as Passive Participle, are quite consistent in all stems of the 
verb. Do some experiments with Hebrew sentences. 


1.23 

Step 5: Or... 

You may shun from the Infinitive Construct directly move over to the 
Perfect Tense. The pairing of default vowels for the Perfect Tense is 
fairly consistent in all binyanim. In the case of Qal binyan, the pair 
of [O+0] nea) combination is used to configure the regular 
verbs, while for N"? (lamedh-aleph) verbs and TO (lamedh-heh) 
verbs, the other duce of [O+O] (YAP+YAP) is used. Details would 
be given under separate headings in the main course. The Perfect 
Tense is the form of the verb that is used the most frequently in 
the Tanakh ņ7"3ņ or also known as the 87> (means “that which 
is read”—albeit used more by Israeli biblical scholars and religious 
Israelis), that is, the entire Old Testament. Naturally so it must 
be as the "3N is mostly about history. If you have learned the 
Infinitive Construct and the Participles, learning the Perfect Tense and 
the Imperfect Tense, along with others, will pose no problem. 
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1.24 

Step 6: The Last but not the least... 

The Imperfect may come last, as it involves quite a bit of manoeuvre 
of changes to 91 NDW appearing under a weak consonant in the root, 
head position or otherwise. Already hidden inside the vowel scheme 
of the Infinitive Construct of each binyan—or the Infinitive Absolute 
in the case of single syllable verbs, the monosyllable verbs—would 
be the default vowels for the Imperfect Tense of each binyan. It 
will not be a problem handling the weak consonants when you have 
sufficient experience working with the rules of vowel changes during 
the course while learning other forms of the derived stem of the 
verb. In Hebrew, the Imperfect is also used as the Future Tense. 
Also it is the case in Modern Hebrew. 


1.25 

In short, not unlike the English language, there are some five main 
forms and three sub-forms in each of the seven stems of the verb 
need to be learned. The pattern for each form is rather consistent, 
following a set of fixed pattern and rules. 


- 1.13 


1.26 

It is not necessary to rote up all paradigms: the most important 
matter is to master up the default vowel scheme for each ]™J2, 
which is already found in the name of each stem of the verb. The 
next step would be learning the rules for NIW, and the mechanics 
of its changes when a NIW occurs presumably under a weak 
consonant. After that, learn up the rules for W3 and compensatory 
lengthening. 


1,27 

Steps and procedures for conjugation would be related to the breaking 
up of the pillion syllable and reuse the hind consonant of the root 
to form a new syllable in tandem astern the former pillion syllable, 
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chiefly involving vocalic (vowel) sufformative conjugation. It would 
involve shifting of accent and shortening of the stem vowel or closing 
the pillion syllable with a NNW. 


1.28 

By the time a student has gone thus far and be able to yield an 
understanding of the intricacies of Hebrew verbal system, he should 
proceed to read the "IN or the 87/7. 


Bon Voyage! 
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Chapter 


The Vowel Scheme in Hebrew Verbs 


How does it work 


2.1 

The verb Ova) is the most important word in the sentence. A 
verb in Hebrew conveys four miens of information related to the verb: 
semantic meaning, gender (masculine or feminine), number (singular 
or plural) and tenses (or aspects). 


-2.1 - 


2.2 

Words in Hebrew (nouns, adjectives, and verbs alike) came mostly in 
a unit of three consonants, known as the root (WW). In language 
sciences, a more technical word for WTW would be lemma or word 
stem, referred to the headword which is used in dictionary indexing. 
The word Jemma is related to lexeme, but at this point it is not 
necessary to be over curious about it. Specific dyads of default 
vowels (O779j292)—the plural form of nikkud (T1j>])}—are to be 
uttered in speaking or uploaded in writing onto the triconsonatal root 
to configure it into various moods and tenses of the verb. There 
are, no doubt, words that in four or more consonants, especially in 
Modern Hebrew. 


15 


16 
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Name Calling 


Noo and terminology would be 
among some of the many obstacles the 
beginner students of Hebrew language must 
overcome, partly due to different textbooks 
used different nomenclature system. It seems 
there will be a long way to go before 
attempt to consolidate the diverse approaches 
into a unifying system would come about. 
Specialist terminology is useful only to the 
extent that it does not in itself become a 
new problem along side learning the already 
difficult enough language. 

It may appear too complex 


and, at times, annoying, but different 
nomenclatures are provided here 
2.3 


to facilitate recognition of each part of 
the grammatical units. In other areas, 
less specialised word will be used. 

Before the emergence of modern 
linguistic research, Hebrew grammarians chose 
the verb 795, which has the meaning “to 
do? as an operative concept to express the 
morphology and paradigm of Hebrew verbs. 
Unfortunately, the word bpp has a guttural 
residing in the middle position, which means 
that it could not be doubled in cases of verbs 
in the Piel (Pa’el), Pu’al and Hithpa’el stems. 
Nonetheless, it has been in used over a long 
period of time and the method sticks deep into 
the system, so modern research would just tag 


along with it. 


Hebrew reads from right to left and each consonant of the root is 
named after the sequence of the word OYE < (which means to 
operate, used as a verb), according to the order of the position the 
consonant occurs, so that the first position is termed as the "Ð (N5) 
position, the second as the "Ð (°D) position, and the third and last is 
known as the nb mY) position. Verbs in Hebrew are to be classified 
according to this taxonomy. There are other systems to name each 
alphabet of the root, for sure. 


2.4 
Verbs in the Hebrew language are expressed across seven stems or 
binyanim (D33 plural, 1233 singular), namely, the Pa’al (OVD) or 
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SYD 
PIB) Niwal Ap StOUP | oer aye ontencatar) 
bya) Pa: P G stem; qatal, 
i Absolute Qal 
qatel, qatol 
Group 2 
D bya Intensive Nifal N stem; niqtal, 
e e ils 
Hithpa’el ua (Pael) knownas Pel D stem; qittel 
D-stem 
group Pwal Dp stem; quttal 
Sybin 


DYDJ Svat Group3 Hifil H stem; hiqtil 
Hophal/ Hiphil Causative 
Huphal Hof’al Hp stem; hoqtal 


< Read this direction. 


Qal (PD), Niph’al (PYD2), Pi’el (Pa’el) (DVD or in Modern Hebrew: 
Sym), Pv’al (OVE or DY), Hiphil 0Y), Hophal or Huphal 
OVDI also written as Syn or Syn), Hithpa’el ©OYVYÐNT), 
grouped into three or four major groupings: the Simple stem, the 
Intensive stem, the Causative stem and the Reflexive stem. The vowel 
patterns in these eponyms would be used as the basis for conjugation 
or inflection of the verb for each stem, both the strong, dynamic as 
well as the irregular, weak and stative verbs. There are some verbs 
come in the minor and rare stems as well. 


-2.3 - 


Meaning of the DM2 

2.5 The Simple binyan: Active — Qal op 

The Simple stem consists of: (1) The 5p a (ii) the Dya) binyanim. 
Each of these is given a pair of fixed one one head vowel and a 
theme or pillion vowel, making up a pair to be known as the default 


18 


une 


Hebrew Verbal System 


The Hebrew Default vowel scheme to be used in 
scheme names Hebrew verbs in the Qal Stem. 


[1+] To be used in the Qal Infinitive 


MP Absolute. 
To be used in the Qal Perfect Tense 


DUP [O0+Ọ] Tay or the Preterite. 


3 owp [+0] baya To be used in the Qal Passive 
i ` Participle. 


: : _ To be used in the Qal Active 
4 >u [epee] ne Participle. i 

To be used in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct and other forms of the 
verb, i.e, the Qal Imperative, the 
Qal Jussive, the Qal Cohortative 
and the Qal Imperfect (the 
infinitive derivatives). It serves 
well to mention that each alphabet 
by default is given a shewa as in 
the letter 2 for preposition to. 


5 Oop [o+o] na? 


vowels. 


(1) Verbs in the op stem, an active voice, could be transitive or 
intransitive, as shown by the sample word: “TPS he visited (Zechariah 
10:3). Verbs appearing in the Qal binyan would often be active, 
indicative in meaning. The Qal binyan, apart from the triconsonantal 
root and the pronominal affixes added during inflexion, receives no 
morphological prosthesis (adding extra alphabet) in any of its verbal 
form of the binyan, not even in the Participles. To each of its seven 
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or so verbal forms (the imperative, the participles, among others), 
a pair of fixed vowels is given by default to compose the verb in 
its respective form, as illustrated by the sample word which shows 
the Qal Infinitive Absolute: pr origin or infinitive, both the head 
vowel as well as the stem or theme vowel. Hence, rules pertaining 
to topics and problems of the theme vowel that often appeared to 
be a difficult part of conjugation of the Hebrew verb would not 
arise in the Qal binyan. The Qal Infinitive Construct is assigned 
a different pair of vowels from that of the Qal Infinitive Absolute, 
as expressed by the vowels in the sample word: mia? to build 
(which could be spelt as ma: naa Ezekiel 17:17 cf. mia 
daughters of.., Lamentations 3:51 and others). The vowels in 
Qal Infinitive Construct would be used henceforth as a template to 
configure all other Infinitive derivatives, namely the Qal Imperative, 
the Qal Jussive, the Qal Cohortative and the Qal Imperfect Tense, 
like an arbor of protrusion, except that the pillion vowel is given 
a [O] (MMD)—which usually in non-Qal binyanim hints at passive 
or irregular verbs—in the Qal Perfect Tense, the Qal weak verbs, 
Qal irregular verbs or Qal stative verbs in zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation and consonantal sufformative conjugation of these verbs. 
Vocalic (vowel) sufformative conjugation of all binyanim would go 
through a process of abdication of the hind consonant of the root and 
shortening of the stem vowel to NDW. Details for the mechanics of 
these changes are given in the chapter on syllables and conjugation. 
Whatever inflection somersault done to a verb in the Qal binyan the 
same acrobatics would be performed on all other binyanim to attain 
the same verbal function. 


- 2.5 - 


The Qal Participles, active as well as passive participle under 
the Qal stem, have a separate set of stem vowels each. The Qal 
Active Participle is known as Sub, which is identified by its pair 
of distinctive vowels: [O+0] OIN); the Qal Passive Participle 
is known as DYB, and the pair of default vowels assigned to it is: 
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Niph’al binyan: Primary Forms 


<— Read from right to left 


Infinitive 
Absolute 


Active 


Perfect T 
o Participle 


zige. 


ania. nina 


n.a. 


Secondary Forms (Infinitive Derivatives) 


Infinitive 
Construct 


Imperfect Jussive 


209p" 2n> anon 


[+0] (TWAD). Only in the simple binyan would the passive 
participle utilise what is known as the alternative vocalic feminine 
ending combination, namely, [M---] ($T YAp), to illustrate the point: 
iT T3Y making, (Daniel 7:21), MPPW rushing; prowling, (Isaiah 29:8) 
for the declension of feminine singular participle. The declension 
of the masculine singular of Qal Participle, which is a zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation, and the others: (a) masculine plural would 
follow the usual plural declension for masculine noun to carry the 
[DO] ending, for example: D°AMD (to be) written; (Exodus 31:18, 
and others); and (b) the regular plural declension for feminine nouns, 
which carried the [Mì] ending. Stative verb is available only in the 
Qal binyan, the stem or theme vowel of which might have up to 
three vowel types. Verbs appearing in the Qal binyan would often 
be active, indicative in meaning. The task of conjugation refers to 
inflection, that is, adding grammatical components to a verb for tense, 
mood, number and gender while declension refers to the same done 
to a noun, pronoun, adjective and participle by adding number and 
gender as there is no time/tense in the adjective, participle nouns and 
pronouns. 
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(ii) Verb in the Dy) binyan is always headed by a [J] (0) 
where the vowel [O] (P7777) appearing beneath the [3] (74) in the 
nomenclature is shortened from 91 NDW (from DYDI) in compliance 
with the rule of two contiguous D°NNW occurring in a row (more 
about this rule later). In the Infinitive Absolute, the Niph’al has two 
formats of prosthesis: 

(a) the [T] (SM) type, as the prosthesis in the sample words: anD7 
to be written, DWT to be killed, to be murdered, VDWTD in to 
judgement (II Chronicles 22:8), mwa to repeat (Genesis 41:32), 
where the signatory [3] (3) is assimilated into the head consonant of 
the root leaving the [7] (Nm) visible, hence the present of a WIT in 
the first letter of the WTW. Once again, this format is quite similar 
to the vowel pattern of the Qal Infinitive Absolute, as ae to be 
smitten (Judges 20:39), but with the addition of [377] (M3+87) playing 
the role of default prosthesis. When the prosthesis of this Niph’al 
format is teamed up with a vowel [O] ("TS) in the pillion syllable, - 2.7 - 
apart from being an alternative format of Niph’al Infinitive Absolute, 
it formed the default base, a template unit which would be used to 
install the Niph’al Infinitive Construct, the Niph’al Imperative and the 
Niph’al Imperfect, as the vowels shown in the following two sample 
words: ,AND7 upn Iw (to double Genesis 41:32), mia 
(to be built Haggai 2; Zechariah 8:9). Basically, OVD) is a passive 
voice verb but it assumes the vowel [O] ("TS8)—a vowel closely linked 
with the active voice of a verb in non-Qal binyanim when in the role 
of theme vowel—as ?YEI stem vowel in zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation to run the Niph’al Infinitive Construct, Niph’al Imperative 
and Niph’al Imperfect. The [3] (3) in the prosthesis of ÞyD) would 
be assimilated during conjugation in the Niph’al Imperfect Tense as the 
case shown in the sample word: 33° it would be written (Esther 
3:9; 8:5) or UPS I would/will be killed, where the vowel [O] 
(PT) is we from a YI NW. 
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(b) The [3] (713) type, as the [3] (3) in the two sample words: JNJ 
to be written, iini to be murdered. The vowel composition of 
this Niph’al format is similar to the vowel pattern used in the Qal 
Infinitive Construct but with the addition of the [3] (J3) prosthesis 
which together with the default vowels make up a base unit to be used 
only by the Niph’al Infinitive Absolute and when this format: Sup, 
is partnered with the vowel [O] (MB) as the theme vowel, it is used 
to configure the Niph’al Perfect and the Niph’al (passive) Participle. 
The Niph’al Perfect would load a [O] (7N5)—a vowel which is more 
akin to the passive voice of a verb in non-Qal binyanim—as the 
theme vowel in the counterpart conjugation. The vowel [OQ] (MN5) 
is also used in all cases of consonantal sufformative conjugation in 
the Niph’al binyan. The vocalic sufformative conjugation of all verbs 
would go through the process of abdication of the hind consonant and 
shortening the stem vowel to a NW. 


The Niph’al Passive Participle takes the vowel [OQ] (PAP) to 
form the stem vowel a combination of [7---] ($m7yap), which is 
immutable, in all its four forms of declension to the participles. In 
the case of feminine singular in Niph’al Passive Participle, it assumes 
the alternative vocalic feminine noun ending thus adding another [O] 
(Ap). tailing at the rear of the root, as the vowels in the sample 
words: my) (into hiding, Nahum 3:11), mn Dw (to be forgotten, 
Isaiah 23:16). The vowel [O] ("T38) is usually reserved for an 
active stem and hence the Niph’al could sometimes be either active 
or passive, and occasionally reflexive, as the meaning expressed by 
the sample word: maw to guard oneself. Properly understood, the 
Niph’al in Hebrew is quite akin to a middle voice, which is passive 
in form but active in meaning. As the Niph’al binyan is passive 
voice verb, there is no Niph’al Active Participle. 
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Piel (Pa’el) binyan: Primary Forms 


<— Read from right to left 


Pence Active Infinitive 
Participle Absolute 
mpa 


“PP “pan 7p 


Secondary Forms (Infinitive Derivatives) 


Infinitive 
Construct 


Imperfect Jussive 


Ke 


ES" UES 


2.6 The Intensive binyan 

The Intensive stem consists of: (i) Sy") and (11) 5m binyanim. 
Generally, Syb is an active voice transitive verb (Actually, this word 
is in the Perfect Tense, masculine third person singular). In cases 
when the verbs in the Op binyan are intransitive or stative, it would -2.9- 
assume a dynamic nature in Pi’el (Pa’el), as the sample words: wii 
to be (it was) holy, ÙD to sanctify (it sanctified), thus there is no 
longer a distinction between dynamic verbs and stative verbs outside 
the Qal binyan. Sometimes DDD is intransitive, as shown by the 
sample word: M2 to fear. There are two patterns of Pi’el (Pa’el) 
Infinitive Absolute, as could be seen from the samples: (a) 25ND, 
which is used only by the Prel (Pa’el) Infinitive Absolute; and (b) 
20D. It is the second pattern headed by a [O] (FINE) in tandem with 
[0] CTX); and a WAT is placed in the middle consonant of the WW, 
a pairing of [0+0] (W3T+"T8+1ND)—the default combination for Pi’el 
(Pa’el), forming the default, base template (as the case in the Niph’al 
binyan) which is immutable, and its relation with Aramaic has been 
explained in the previous chapter—is used to configure practically all 
other Pi’el (Pa’el) verbal forms: the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct, 
the Piel (Pa’el) Imperative, the Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect, the Pi’el 
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(Pa’el) Active Participle and the Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense: but the 
Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense is headed by a [O] (20MM) partnering a 
[O] (TS) loaded with a WAT in the pillion syllable instead. 

Verbs in Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan are known for the W177 present in the middle 
consonant of the root in all verbal forms of the Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan, 
which would be omitted in verbal roots where a guttural consonant 
sits in the middle position of the WW. When this happens, the rules 
for compensatory lengthening the vowel of the preceding syllable or 
virtual doubling without lengthening the vowel beneath the preceding 
consonant while rejecting the W35, in both cases, would be applicable. 
In the matter of stem or theme vowel, in zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation as well as all consonantal sufformative conjugations for 
all verbal forms in the Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan, covering the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
Infinitive construct, Prel (Pa’el) Imperative, Prel (Pa’el) Imperfect, 
Piel (Pa’el) Active Participle and even Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense, a 
combination of [O] (WA7+"TS) tailing after the head [O] (FINE) (the 
default base template for Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan, as noted in the previous 
chapter) would be used: the whole affair is rather consistent, except 
for the consonantal sufformative conjugation of the Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect 
Tense, in which case, the vowel [O] (FMD), and like wise, loads a 
(WT), is used as the theme vowel next after the vowel [O] (P7777), 
which is the default head vowel for Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense, as 
the vowels in the sample word: }3M2; and of course, there is no 
consonantal sufformative conjugation for Pi’el (Pa’el) Participle, and 
there is no Passive Participle for Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan, too. Hebrew 
participles outside the Simple binyanim would prefix a consonant 
[72] (7D), which is immutable and universal (everyone has one), as 
signatory prosthesis for Pi’el (Pa’el) Participles, as wpa (hallowing; 
sanctifying, Ezekiel 37:28). In vocalic sufformative conjugation, the 
pillion syllable would go through the process of abdication of the 
hind consonant but to be reused to form a new, rear syllable with 
the vowel coming from the sufformative, and shortening the stem 
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Pu’al binyan: Primary Forms 


<— Read from right to lett 


Infinitive 
Absolute 


Active 


Perf 
oe Participle 


WES PÐ 


Secondary Forms (Infinitive Derivatives) 


Infinitive 
Construct 


Imperfect Jussive 


La 


UPS ES 


vowel to a NIW in all Piel (Pa’el) verbs except the Pi’el (Pa’el) 

Active Participle. The vocalic sufformative conjugation in Pi’el (Pa’el) 

Active Participle would assume a pattern resembles plural feminine 

noun ending, for instance, nina (one speaking, Isaiah 19:18); 

whereas for the singular, it is segholate noun ending n Dw (one - 2.11 - 
making drunk; drunken, Jeremiah 51:7), and masculine plural noun 

ending for masculine plural active participle. 


(ii) The OUD binyan is the passive voice of Sy") verbs as shown 
by the sample word: wp to be sanctified. As a member of the 
Intensive binyan, the Pwal like wise totes a Wī in the middle 
consonant of the WWW, a common feature found in the Intensive 
binyan and, again, the rules related to compensatory lengthening and 
virtual doubling without lengthening the vowel beneath the preceding 
consonant shall be applicable to a verbal root which has a guttural 
residing in the middle position. The head vowel [O] (M3) is 
immutable, but the head consonant of verbal root would just sit on 
it while the preformative pronominal the }"N°S for the Imperfect Tense 
would be affixed to the front of the base unit as shown in the sample 
word: AMD" it would be written, and the vowel [O] (TIN) would be 
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used as stem vowel in all cases of zero vowel sufformative conjugation 
and consonantal sufformative conjugation in Pu’al verbs, which is a 
passive voice. The vocalic sufformative conjugation would go through 
the same process of abdication of the hind consonant as that of the 
Piel (Pa’el) verbs. There is no Active Participle for Pu’al binyan, and 
the Pu’al Passive Participle is headed by the consonant [3] (073), the 
prosthesis for participle outside the Qal binyan, as the case with the Pi’el 
(Pa’el) Active Participle. The next instance of similar mechanical use of 
vowel [O] (P22) in the conjugation of a passive voice of a binyan 
would be in the Hophal binyan, which employs [M] instead. 


2.7 The Reflexive binyan 

The Reflexive stem consists of only the Spann binyan, which 
sometimes could be passive or intransitive, as shown by the sample 
words: WjDNiT to make oneself ready, to consecrate oneself, DANT 
He sold himself, BEA to walk. Nevertheless, the Hithpa’el 
sometimes could function as a passive verb, and the Niph’al could 
resume a Reflexive function, ostensibly sort of imbricating each other. 
The inflexion of all three forms of conjugation would be identical as 
that of the Prel (Pa’el) binyan while the signatory head syllable MM 
is immutable and might require metathesis in certain cases. 


Hiphil binyan: Primary Forms 


<— Read from right to left 


Infinitive 
Absolute 
2027 


Active 
Participle 
Dan 


Secondary Forms (Infinitive Derivatives) 


Perfect 
ana 


Infinitive 
Construct 
3730 
(NOTE: The W is used because the consonant [N] ON) occurs 
at the beginning of another syllable). 


Jussive 
sans? 


Imperfect 
DPP? 
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2.8 The Causative binyan 
The Causative stem, an active voice, consists of: (1) oven and (ii) 
Oyan or Oyen ae which sometimes could be intransitive, as 


as the vowels shown in the sample word: VIDT to be ara i 
The Hiphil Infinitive Absolute is headed by a prosthetic syllable [M], 
the key signature in Hiphil binyan at the head of a deuce with [O] 
CTX) placed in the pillion syllable as stem vowel forming a default 
base unit. The prosthetic [77] when acting with the head consonant of 
the root closes the first syllable, as the vowels shown in the sample 
word: AMDT to write. NOTE: The W3 is used because it is at the 
beginning of another syllable for the consonant [N] (AM) in this word. 
The same brace of default base unit (the pairing of vowels) would 
be used in the Hiphil Imperative for both zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation and consonantal sufformative conjugation, but only the - 2.13 - 
consonantal sufformative conjugation of the Hiphil Imperfect Tense, 
where the position occupied by [MT] in the prosthesis [mT] would be 
replaced by a preformative pronominal for the Imperfect Tense, the 
DN, as in the sample word: T°72Y". In the case of consonantal 
sufformative conjugation for the Hiphil Perfect, it is led by its default 
signatory [O] (7297777) buckled up with [M] to compose a unit of ET] 
and totes a [O] (MN) as stem vowel: as a general rule, the vowel [O] 
(mn) is conventionally linked with the Hebrew Perfect Tense as theme 
vowel in all binyanim. Other than that, for the other cases of zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation and all cases of vocalic sufformative 
conjugation—overspreading the Hiphil Imperative, the Hiphil Imperfect, 
the Hiphil Active Participle and the Hiphil Perfect, together with the 
respective default prosthesis—in the Hiphil binyan, the default base 
unit, the template, of the Hiphil Infinitive Construct, a combination 
of [PO+T] ] (won poon), would be used, as the vowels shown 
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Hiphil binyan: Primary Forms 


<— Read from right to left 


Infinitive 
Absolute 
anon 


Active 
Participle 
Dp 


Secondary Forms (Infinitive Derivatives) 


Perfect 
ann 


Infinitive 
Construct 
ayaa 
(NOTE: The WT is used because the consonant |N] OD) 

occurs at the beginning of another syllable). 


Jussive 
miyagi 


Imperfect 
a°n>? 


in the sample word: DAJT to write. The rule of abdication of 
the hind consonant and shortening of the theme vowel would not be 
applicable to the Hiphil binyan, as the epenthsis [O] 5 a) 
is immutable. The active participles in Hebrew decline like a noun, 
thus the segholate noun declension pattern would be used on feminine 
singular of the Hiphil Active Participle, and the declension for plural 
feminine noun would be used on the counterpart of Hiphil Active 
Participle feminine plural; similar application of the declension rules 
for masculine nouns, singular and plural, would be used on the Hiphil 
Active Participle masculine. 


(ii) The Hiphil has two passive formats: (a) SYD, and (b) SYA. 
The Infinitive Absolute would be a combination of the prosthesis of 
each format pairing with [O] ("T38) forming a default unit, as the 
vowels shown in the sample word in the Hophal Infinitive Absolute: 
2027. NOTE: The WIT is used because it is at the beginning of 
another syllable for the consonant [N] (1). To install the Hophal 
Infinitive Construct, it is a combination of the prosthesis [M] taking 
the lead with a [O] (MN) in pillion syllable serving the role of a 
theme vowel, as the vowels shown in the sample word: 2027 to 
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write. This is the base unit, a zero vowel sufformative conjugation, 
which is to be used to configure the Hophal Imperfect Tense and the 
Hophal Perfect Tense in that conjugation. Interestingly, two cases 
of Hophal Imperative are available from the "3 or the NYPA in 
Ezekiel 32:19 and be thou laid with... MJW (the ending [M] is 


er 


a paragogic heh), and the other: 33Đ turn back, in Jeremiah 49:8. 
Both Hophal and Huphal binyanim are rather consistent in the sense 
that apart from the prostheses, the stem vowels for two of them would 
be the vowel [O] (MN) in zero vowel sufformative conjugation and 
consonantal sufformative conjugation. As a general rule, the vocalic 
sufformative conjugation of all binyanim would go to through the 
process of abdication of the hind consonant and shortening the stem 
vowel. The same procedure would be applicable to the conjugation 
of Hophal and Huphal binyanim. As a matter of general pattern, 
passive participle outside the Simple binyan would assume a [Q] YAp) 
as stem vowel pairing with the prosthesis of each respective binyan in 
zero vowel sufformative conjugation, and the feminine singular would 
assume a segholate noun ending; for the declension of the plural - 2.15 - 
participles, masculine and feminine, would be a regular pattern for 
masculine plural noun ending and feminine plural noun ending. 


2.9 A Brief Recapitulation 

The identification of the D° is to be based on the default vowels. 
As in the case with any other languages, a word in Hebrew consists 
of vowels and consonants. The consonantal root of the Hebrew words 
are significant, so are the respective 


2.10 

Unlike most Indo-European languages, a verb in the Hebrew language, 
in most cases, is made up of three consonants (verbs in Modern 
Hebrew could have up to four or five letters) with a set of two default 
vowels assigned to each form, mood or tense, originally not displayed 
in the writing system, at least not before the Masoretic epoch, forming 
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a two-syllable base of a verb, to appear some what like CVCVC (C = 
consonant; V = vowel). In the case of two-consonant verbs, actually 
single syllable word, the verb would conjugate without changes to 
the root or the stem vowel, as far as possible. As a rule, default 
vowels are immutable or unchangeable, but could be shortened or 
lengthened. 


2.11 

Like other languages, Hebrew in the early stage of development was 
chiefly a spoken language. Originally the verb, as in the case of all 
other words in the language, was unmarked, that is without vowel 
pointings or (MTI), when the written form of the language was 
first emerged. In the early days, even without O°'T)>"2, speech and 
communication were coherent and intelligible to the native speakers 
of the language as the vowel schemes used in the verbal system was 
simple, consistent and unambiguous. It was not until sometime in 
the second half of the first millenntum well into the Christian era 
that the Tiberian Masoretic DT] were added to the triconsonantal 
root. There were other systems of nikkudim in use, parallel to the 
Tiberian system at that time. 


2.12 

The system of the Hebrew verbs, not totally unlike English, consists 
of two Infinitives OYT OW), two Participles (0933 545), one 
Past Tense (12Y %37), one Imperfect Tense (TY 3T), and the 
Imperative (771733), the Jussive (Ow “PN, the Cohortative, the Wav 
Consecutive and the Wav Conversive (These two form are not found 
in English grammar). 


2.13 
With the exception of the infinitives, these forms are conjugated 
to reflect number (singular or plural), person (first I, second you, 
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or third he/she) and gender (masculine or feminine) of its subject. 
In the case of the Participles, only number and gender would be 
required. To configure a verb, a student must learn up the three 
forms of conjugations, namely, the zero vowel sufformative conjugation, 
the consonantal sufformative conjugation and the vocalic (vowel) 
sufformative conjugation. The same principle would be applicable 
to the inflection of all verbs in all forms, depending on the person, 
gender or number involved. Different textbook would offer different 
approach on inflexion of the Hebrew verbs. Student could choose 
one that best suits his learning habit. 


2.14 

Only six or seven verbs (pÐ to attend a ie to bear children ,UT" 
to know on to become weak aa to go exile p2 split) are 
found to have appeared in all the seven B°3""32 in the Hebrew Bible 
(J"3N), namely the Old Testament. 


2.15 Grouping by the Vowel Scheme - 2.17 - 
Inspired or not, the default vowels (Q°7)/272)—two of them in 
tandem a head and pillion (head and stem)—formed an essential part 
of Hebrew grammar and very much the main characteristics of each 
and every 7°22 that these vowes interplay with the rules of vowel 
reduction or elongation under the influence of shifting accent or stress 
as and whenever a syllable is added by way of personal pronoun 
affixes, together with the presence or absence of the laryngeal or 
guttural consonants, to create meaning for the verb that each derived 
stem (binyan) each form, mood and tense of the verb is determined 
by the nature and specific deuce of the default vowels, which could 
be shortened or lengthened, one pair for each verbal form and one 
pair for each binyan: fixed, not mixed, clearly distinguishable, not 
confused and no cross-over: the Infinitive Absolute, the Infinitive 
Construct, the Active Participle, the Passive Participle, the Perfect 
Tense, the Imperative, the Cohortative, the Jussive and the Imperfect 
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Tense in the Qal binyan. Each of these enjoys a brace of default 
vowel of its own; and for the other binyanim, the non-Qal binyanim, 
would utilise the same deuce of default vowels as that expressed by 
the Infinitive Construct of each binyan, or in its absence, that of the 
Infinitive Absolute to configure the various forms of the verb for each 
binyan. The consonantal root of the Hebrew words are significant, 


Hophal Hiphil Hitpa’el Pwal Piel Niph’al Qal 
Pa’el 


PoP SUPT Sup OYE OYE SUPT bup 


so are the respective default vowels. In this way, Hebrew is very 
much a vocalic language. 

2.16 

By nature, the Infinitive is the base form of a verb: both the Infinitive 
Absolute and the Infinitive Construct, while in effect the Infinitive 
Construct looks somewhat like a reduced form of Infinitive Absolute, 


To be used in the Qal Infinitive Absolute, as the 


i ia vowels in the Hebrew word: 71% origin or Infinitive. 
b : To be used in the Qal Infinitive Construct and other verbal 
k +O] forma ofthe Qal stem, as the vowels in the word: 123 to build. 


given allowance that some grammar textbooks might not agree to 
this. 


2.17 

Analogous to English full infinitive and bare infinitive, the Hebrew 
verb has its base form in the Infinitives: (1) the Infinitive Absolute, 
which appeared some what like the bare infinitive; (11) the Infinitive 
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Construct, known as the building block of the verb in Hebrew (Y1D7 
O03). In cases where the verb (usually the irregular or passive 
verb) does not have a known form of the Infinitive Construct, the 
Infinitive Absolute is used instead. The five pairs of default vowels 
could be broadly lumped into two groups: the Infinitive group and 
the Participle group. The Infinitive group could be further branched 
out into the Infinitive Absolute and the Preterite. In the Table given, 
the coloured syllable (CV and or CVC combination) at the head 
of the root are verbal prosthesis, not part of the verbal root. In 
stems that do not have the prosthesis, the head vowel would assume 
that role. These prostheses are the key signature for each respective 
z. 


2.18 The Default Vowel Schemes in the Qal binyan 

There are five yoke of vowels being used in the Qal stem in the 
verbal system of the Hebrew language, forming a template of two 
vowels in each pair for the primary verbal forms. TT 
2.19 

The default vowels of the Infinitive Absolute in the Qal binyan are, as 
explained in the previous chapter and relevant sections, built around 
a deuce of D+] EA DTPD), which actually reflects the 
vowels in the word for Infinitive Absolute in Hebrew: “APA origin, 
the infinitive. The vowels in other binyanim and each minor or rare 
stem operate on the same principle as that of the five primary forms 
and four secondary forms of each stem. For the Qal Preterite group, 
take a look at the vowels in the Qal Infinitive Absolute as each of 
the two pairs shared a common first, head vowel [Q] (PAD. 


2.20 

Another group, derived from the five yoke of vowels forming the 
Participle group, consists of two members, namely the Passive 
Participle (0999) and the Active Participle (DYE). 
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2.21 

Alternatively, the five pairs of primary Sion 
l i g 

default vowels could be grouped into to kill DR verb 

two groups: that is, [Ọ] (7?) and , utc 

non-[Q] (Pp) group. In any case, to stand © TMY n/y"5 


how the vowels are to be schemed to fall 645) "5 
would not disrupt the function and $ 
purpose of the default vowels. The 
groupings are mere attempts to give 
the vowel formats some sense of 
coherence and consistency, some sort 
of workable principles to organise the to rise up Dp Hollow 


corpus of Hebrew verbs. toreveal yb, m'o 


to nurse [pa 5 


to retum IW Y5 


to choose “M3 "Y 
Ei Guttural 


222 to wage war NIS N'O 


The Qal Infinitive Construct, which vowel scheme in effect is a reduced 
form from the Qal Infinitive Absolute, would be used to generate 
the Qal Imperative, the Qal Jussive, the Qal Cohortative and the Qal 
Imperfect, all of these as a group known as the Infinitive derivatives 
(or the infinitive axis, if this term is helpful, by directly adding the 
necessary or relevant personal pronoun affixes to the default vowel 
scheme, as all of these extended forms of the verb share a common 
vowel template with the Qal Infinitive Construct. Extended application 
of the Qal Infinitive Construct to form other Tenses and Moods: The 
Qal Imperative, Qal Cohortative, Qal Jussive, the Qal Imperfect Tense 
and Wav Conversive are extended application of the default vowels 
given in the Infinitive Construct as all of these forms of the Hebrew 
Moods and Tense share the same vowel scheme as that of the Qal 
Infinitive Construct. Adjustment to the default deuce, however, would 
be made in response to the presence or absence of guttural consonant 
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in the verbal root, especially in cases where the head consonant of the 
root could not receive the 9) NIW. 


2.23 The Base Form of the Verb: The Qal Infinitive (mAP) 

The Hebrew Infinitives, both the Infinitive Absolute and the Infinitive 
Construct, as in the case with the English Infinitive, are the base form 
of the verb from which configuration into other tenses would take 
place. The vowel scheme shown in the Table below is to be used 
in the Qal Infinitive Absolute. 


2.24 

Default vowel scheme for the Qal Infinitive Absolute is given as a pair 

of [1+] (89 O7I7+7RP), which combination reflects the vowels 

used in the word “APA origin or Infinitive. This splice of vowels 

would be used for all verbs in the Qal Infinitive Absolute, the strong 

as well as the weak verbs, except the Qal binyan of Hollow Verbs, 

which are mostly single-syllable verbs, or a more technical word: the 

monosyllable verb, that loads a [1] Gwe n> 07) in the syllable as - 2.21 - 
the main, sole vowel. Hollow verbs could be given two other default 

vowels. 


2.25 

In certain cases the [ì] Non D5) used in the Infinitive Absolute 
could be written as [O] (0m BST) instead. The vowel [1] (o> 
x57) as a pillion vowel would not be used as such in Tenses or verbal 
form other than the Qal Infinitive Absolute. Hence, the shorter form 
of the Infinitive Absolute would be used as the base, the template, to 
install other forms of the verb in cases where there are two formats 
of the Infinitive Absolute, such as the Niph’al and Pi’el (Pa’el). 


2.26 
The Infinitive Absolute is the base form of the verb from which the 
Qal Perfect Tense and the Qal Passive Participle of the Hebrew verbs 
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are to be derived since these two verbal forms share some vowel 
features common in the vowel scheme of the Qal Infinitive Absolute, 


namely [1] (Nor) oomp ap) pairing. By the same token, the same 
principle is operative in other derived stems of the verb. 


2.27 The Infinitive Absolute of the Weak Verbs 

Taking Qal binyan as a working example, the set of identical vowels 
would work in the weak verbs in the same manner as in the dynamic, 
strong verbs. In some cases the pillion, stem vowel ñ] ron 
oompa) is written as [O] (0m BiT; as could be seen from 
the samples given above. 


2.28 

In the Qal Infinitive Absolute, verbs ending in the strong gutturals, 
namely [Y] (7Y) or [M] (N), tend to take one 13132 MND (pathach 
furtive) placed beneath the hind consonant of the root that has [9] 
(PYV) or [FA] (N), as the NDA MME in the sample word MM 
wind. These two consonants would assume other alphabet in the 
Qal Infinitive Construct, the Qal Perfect Tense or other forms of the 
verb. 


2.29 

Hollow verbs are monosyllable verbs that have [°] (T) or D] ay) 
in the middle radical of a biconsonantal root. Feature such as this 
would be visible only in the Qal Infinitive Construct, Qal Imperative, 
Qal Imperfect form of the verb, as well as in the Hiphil binyan; but 
not in the Qal Perfect and Qal Participles as the seemingly middle 
[D] (71°) of the Hollow verbs would be eliminated in the process of 
transforming or inflection from the Qal Infinitive Absolute to the Qal 
Perfect Tense. 


2.30 The Rare Stems 
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There are a few unusual stems known as the rare stems. What 
commonly known as the minor stems are actually the Intensive stems 
for the monosyllable verbs or the Hollow verbs. As such, grammatical 
information pertaining to the minor stems, namely, the Polel, the Polal 
and the Hithpolel, would be covered under the heading of the Hollow 
verb. The rare stem verbs would be those verbs coming under the 
purview of the Poel, the Poal, Hithpoel, which are essentially the same 
as Prel (Pa’el), Pu’al and Hithpa’el in function and meaning, but 
with a somewhat different vowel format. Under the general heading 
of rare stem verbs there is another group of verbs which members 
consist of the Palel, the Pulal and the Hithpalel. In addition to these, 
there are a few more: the Pipel, Polpel and Hithpalpel, which could 
be lumped into a group by itself. That would leave the Pealal as the 
sole member in the last group. 


How many groups are there: a list of verbs, non exhaustive, given 
below for a quick view into verbs of the rare stems, which mostly 
originated from Aramaic, and the brief meaning provided might not 
be agreeable to all readers. 


- 2.23 - 


e Polel, Polal, Hithpolel 

e Poel, Poal, Hithpoel 

e Palel, Pulal, Hithpalel 

e Pilpel, Polpel, Hithpalpel 
e Pealal 


There are some verses or small portion of verses (268 verses, counting 
done by other) that came in Aramaic in the N9: 
e Genesis 31:47 — translation of a Hebrew place name: Jegar- 
Sahadutha NATY 729; 
e Proverbs 31:2 — "73711 (What my son?) the word "73 
is used instead of the usual Hebrew 723, both carry the same 
meaning: my son. 
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e Jeremiah 10:11 Thus shall ye say unto them: ‘The gods that 
have not made the heavens and the earth, these shall perish from 
the earth, and from under the heavens.’ {S} 
NPIS] NWT NTN DAT? PINA MID N 

{0} TPN sew Minny NYNA TIN ATIY ND 
e Daniel 2:4b—7:28: five stories on Daniel and his colleagues, 
and an end-time vision. 
e Ezra 4:8-6:18 and 7:12-26: on the restoration of the Temple 
in Jerusalem. 
e And a few more isolated words believed to be Aramaic in 
origin. 


2.31 

Nomenclature is a good source of nightmare in Hebrew grammar. For 
instance, the Polel, essentially is the same as the Pi’el (Pa’el), which 
also seemed to be known as the Pilel in Gesenius and Brown-Driver- 
Briggs lexicon; but it is not mentioned in other grammar textbooks. 
Whereas the Polal, which in effect is the same as Pu’al, which in 
turn is the passive form of the intensive Pi’el (Pa’el), appears to be 
the same as what is called Pulal in the New Englishman’s Hebrew 
Concordance. Verbs of Poel stem would be referred to Germinate 
verbs of Pelel type, such as the intensive form of Germinate verb 


type. 


2.32 

Actually, there is one more not often heard of stem, known as the 
Tiphil stem, and it has only one examples in the "3N: nann Tiphil 
Perfect first person common singular I trained in Hosea 11:3, which 
root is Sn to teach, to practice, to go. Some believed this word 
is a remnant of Proto-Semitic tG stem. 


2.33 Metathesis 
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Mention must be made of an interesting feature about how Hebrew 
is articulated by switching a certain consonant with the prosthesis 
for easy speech, which appeared to have caused some changes to 
the verb, but involving no actual conjugation. In grammar, this is 
known as metathesis. For instance, the verbal root: TW to guard, 
in the Hithpa’el, which is supposed to be T2WNT, but it would be 
very difficult for the Hebrew speaker to twist the tongue to utter this 
word. So the Hebrew people speak and wrote it as TAFT to be 
preserved in Deuteronomy 8:2. Another example of this form of 
metathesis would be the word: °X to supply self, written as 12°-PO3iT 
in Joshua 9:12, verb Hithpa’el perfect first person common plural, 
which could be understood as we supplied / provided it for our own. 
Another occurrence of similar metathesis is found in Genesis 44:16 
PIALI TAN, verb Hithpa’el Imperfect first person plural which root is 
PIX- It seems when a verb is headed by a strong consonant, such as 
[0] (MW), it may be required to go through similar manoeuvre, as in 
the case with the verb: NX to be contaminated, which would have to 
be written as N77 (this word is not used in the ‘]"3N). Apparently, - 2.25 - 
most occurrence of metathesis involved only the Hithpa’el stem. 


2.34 Hishtaphel 

There is one controversial verb in Hebrew for 
the expression to bow down in order to worship. 
It is used only in the Hishtaphel in the "IN. 
Older grammar textbooks believed that the verb 
came from the root: MMW. Contemporary 


Minne 3msg 
mangn 2msg 
minmws lesg 


manwi 3ms 
agy 37 
monn 2ms 


minnwn(>) Infinitive Construct 
mony Participle msg 


nnw Imperative fs E 
ae ee ioga 26 

Ann Jussive 3msg smn Ia 

MAW Wav Consecutive Preterite anne 3cp 
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research drawing resources from Ugarit suggests that it might have 
come from the root MYT (Ruth 2:10; Genesis 33:6, 37:7) with MWA 
as the prosthesis or verbal prefix, known as the Shaphel stem (Spay), 
equating it with the Hiphil in Hebrew. It seems this position is being 
reversed to the older opinion. Is the case fait accompli? Be that 
as it may, the word is now appeared as: sinnwm> in the infinitive 
Construct. 


2.35 Quadriliterals 

Quadriliteral are verbs come in four consonants, as it is defined by 
the term. The population of quadriliteral words in currency in the 
XPA is small, yet significant. A popular sample of these words 
would included: D259 (Qal 53D; Pilpel Infinitive pop) to support, 
to sustain, 1 Kings 8:27), DÐ (Pilpel J to gyrate, to swirl, 
to dance; 2 Samuel 6:14), AD (Pilpel "ÐS to peep, to chirp, 
Isaiah PMP, 10:14) (Pilpel DP to tear down, to smash, Isaiah 
22:5), YWYW (Pilpel YYW to be amused, to delight, to be entertained, 
Psalm 94:19), YDYM (Pilpel YY to mock, to burlesque, to hold in 
contempt, Genesis 27:12), NUN (Pilpel Perfect 3ms to sweep away 
Isaiah 14:23), waw (Pilpel XY to raise, to flourish, to prosper, Isaiah 
17:11). Some of these words could be termed as bya verbs. 


2.36 Qal Passive 

To turn the page, generally, the Niph’al is already the passive form of 
the Qal stem. There are, however, some verbs which are marked or 
vocalised as Pwal or Hophal in the J" that seemed to be more in 
accord with the Niph’al stem. To distinguish them from the Niph’al, 
the term Qal passive has been used to depict these verbs. Few popular 
sample of this group would be the verbs: 732p, T7, np. 


2.37 The Participles: 072393 
There are two Participles in the Hebrew language: the Passive Participle 
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To be used in the Qal Passive Participle, as 
D+] the vowels in the word: DYD. 
To be used in the Qal Active Participle, as 
the vowels in the word: Syb. 


1 
ii [o +0] 


0Y) and the Active Participle OND). Usually the active form of 
a binyan would have the Active participle, and the Passive form of a 
derived stem would have the Passive Participle, which means the Pi’el 
(Pa’el), the Hiphil, the Hithpa’el would have the Active Participle, but 
without Passive Participle; whereas the Niph’al, the Pu’al, the Hophal 
would have the Passive Participle, but no Active Participle. Only the 
Qal stem has both the Active and Passive Participle; hence, it appears 
to have a little confusion out there. 


2.38 

Except the Qal stem which does not have a prosthesis for the 
Participles, the Participles of all other binyanim of the verb would 
have [A] (QO?) as the prosthesis for Prel (Pa’el), Pwal, Hithpa’el, 
Hiphil and Hophal. The Hophal has two Passive Participles, each 
with merely a different vowel: Pf or PAjp. The Niph’al has [3] 
(13) as the prosthesis for the Participle. 


2.39 

The Passive Participle is used as adjectives, as the way the Past 
Participle is used in English, as shown in the sample word: 31ND 
written. For the Qal Passive Participle, the duo vowels of [1+0) 
(22+) in the vowel scheme, which actually reflects the vowels 
of the Hebrew word for Passive Participle DYB, which resembles 
rather closely but should not be confused with the default vowels for 
the Qal Infinitive Absolute: pr [+0] (Nbr ommy. The 
Passive Participle of all the other non-Qal binyanim would have the 
respective prosthesis loading the [Ọ] (7/9) as the stem or theme 
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vowel, allowing adjustment for feminine sufformative conjugation, 
which follows either one pattern of the feminine noun. 


2.40 

As the case in the Passive Participle, the default vowels in the Qal 
Active Participle reflect the vowels used in the Hebrew word for 
Active Participle Sub, that is [O+0] O74 70 asii: In Modern 
Hebrew, the vowel [D] Non D5) is used instead of [O] (erin 
907) in the Active Participle, which would make the verb to appear 
like ID (he) writes. The Active Participle is used as the Present 
Tense (717) in classical as well as Modern Hebrew, as the way it is 
being used in English; but unlike English, it does not require the use 
of verb to be in the formation of Hebrew Present Tense, especially 
so in sentences depicting a situation (including condition, quality, 
relationship, availability and general truth) or a simple connecting 
relationship between the subject and the predicate. Usually, this is 
termed as verbless or zero verb (zero copula) sentence. The participles 
would be conjugated to agree in number and gender with the nouns 
and pronouns associated with them; it may precede or follow the 
subject of the sentence. Other than the Active Participle, there are 
other ways to express the sense and meaning of a Present Tense in 
Hebrew. 


2.41 The Perfect Tense: TAY VAT 

Similar operation of the template vowels could be seen at work from 
the yoke of default vowels [O+O] (TNE+/%>) in the Qal Perfect 
Tense, where the stem vowel is a reduction from [1] (70M asi 
under heavy stress, unmarked, hence invisible, when it falls on the last 
syllable, as the vowels in the word 3Y he crossed over. Default 
vowels for the Qal Perfect Tense would be [0+0] (MNBP 3P), but it 
is [O+O] (YOP+PNP) in the case of [9] (TTP) verbs and [N"9] 
Px) verbs, simply because the rear [N] (alef) and [M] (he) 
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To be used in the Qal Infinitive Absolute, as the 
vowels in the word: PI. Compare the pair 
with the default vowels in the Perfect Tense given 
below. 

To be used in the Qal Perfect Tense, as the vowels 
in the word: 9239Y or 72Y for 7/8"5 verbs, where 
[0+0] the double ya? would be due to the hind consonant 

is a weak alphabet in the root. 


1 f1+0] 


ii 


are, as a general rule, vowelless and mute; thus as a compensation, the 
preceeding vowel would be lengthened, as the vowels in the sample 
word 873 he created, reflecting the vowels in: 3Y past 2 Samuel 
18:9. The Qal Perfect Tense is used as an illustration on how does 
the mechanism of default vowel scheme work, and the same principle 
would be applicable to other D33, such as, the Pi’el (Pa’el), Hiphil, 
and so on. 


2.42 Default Vowel Scheme: A summary of YAp group 

By the natural design of the language, it is really unnecessary to rote 
learn the verbal paradigms in Hebrew, as the vowels used in the verbal 
system are rather fixed by default, each form of the verb is assigned 
with a definite pair of vowels: the whole system is consistent and not 
confusing. What a student really needs to do is to understand how the 
five couples of the primary vowels in the scheme would operate; and 
the other four deuces, which actually is only one pair, namely, the duo 
used in the Infinitive Construct of each binyan, the way how the deuce 
vowels would response to the presence of a guttural or weak consonant 
in any one position of the root, which means, more often than not, the 
"Ð position being the one experiences the most frequent mutation. As 
taking up the position of the first or head syllable, it is the rules for 
contiguous DNI and propretonic reduction of the head vowel during 
pluralisation compel the vowel changes to take place; and in the case 
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of the stem or the pillion syllable, it would be abdication of the 
hind consonant and shortening of the stem vowel during conjugation 
induced by affixing pronominal suffixes, both vocalic and consonantal 
suffixes, to the root. This rule is rather universal. Reduction of vowel 
would not occur to unchangeable long vowel, such as xo jer TT. 
Details of the rules and mechanic of operation and procedures are set 
out under the heading of syllable, vowels rules and conjugation. The 
Hebrew language speaks in vowels. 


2.43 Verbs of non-Mp binyanim: based default vowels 
Admittedly, the term non-A binyanim could be misleading. The 
Infinitive Construct of each binyan is the base form to configure 
other what is known as the secondary forms of the verbs: namely, 
the Imperative, the Cohortative, the Jussive and the Imperfect Tense, 
also known as the Infinitive derivatives. These forms of the verbs 
share a common head vowel, for instance, in the case of Qal stem, 
the 93 NNW, which required adjustment in response to the presence 
of a weak or guttural consonant at the head of the verbal root; for 
other O°J""12, the prosthesis of each ]""J2 would be used together 
with the stem, pillion vowel. 


2.44 Default vowels in the Imperative: “VST TNI 

The Imperative Mood is used to issue command or instruction to 
the second person singular and plural, masculine and feminine. The 
Cohortative and Jussive would be used in the case of the first person 
and third person respectively to achieve a similar volitional purpose. 


2.45 

The Infinitive Construct, the Imperative, the Jussive and the Cohortative 
of each binyan share a brace of default vowels identical with the 
twosome used in the Infinitive Construct of each respective ]""J2. The 
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shape of the Imperative, as in many languages, is identical with the 
Infinitive. For instance, “to go” is the full Infinitive in the English 
language. By removing the lead preposition “to” the bare infinitive 
is formed, thus the verbal form “go” is obtained, which in effect is 
the Imperative. So is the same with the Hebrew language or other 
languages for that matter. 


2.46 

The Imperative is found or in currency 
in the Active binyanim including the 
two members in the Simple stems: ae 
the Qal and the Niph’al. To install the TT--- 2 ZF 
Imperative, which virtually is the Infinitive Construct of each respective 
active voice binyan, the same set of default vowels would be used. 
Except the Niph’al, which is a passive, there is there is no Imperative 
for the passive binyanim, since by the nature of the passive that it 
is seemingly impossible to issue instruction or command in this form 
of the verb in real life. Nonetheless, two occasions of the Hophal 
Imperative (a passive binyan) are found in circulation in the "3M or 
the XQD. For the Niph’al Imperative, again, as the case with other 
active binyanim, takes [O] (773) as the pillion vowel. A distinction 
between dynamic verbs and stative verbs must be made when installing 
the Imperative of each binyan, as each would take on quite a different 
vowel for a theme vowel. 


Plural Singular Person 
O 2m 
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2.47 

The Imperative in Hebrew is conjugated for second person both gender 
and number by adding one of the three sufformatives, namely, 5T3-1- 
` (the M3"): there is no sufformative for second person masculine 
singular for the Hebrew Imperative, which by nature is a zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation. 


2.48 The Cohortative and Jussive: “N 
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The Cohortative and Jussive, which 
required personal pronoun afformatives, 
the base vowels of these two forms of 
the verbs are the same as the vowel meee TEN 
scheme used in the Infinitive Construct 

of each respective derived stem. Under certain condition the stem vowel 
for Cohortative could take a vowel [Ọ] OND) such as at the presence 
of a laryngeal. The Cohortative is conjugated for the first person only, 
both singular and plural, common gender. The suffix would not be 
added to 7"5 verbs as this category of the verb is already being 
given a [T] (87) in the rear position by default. 


Plural Singular 


2.49 

The same principle and operative manner would be applicable to 
install the verbal root into Jusstve mood by adding the key pronominal 
preformative for the third person 
singular and plural both gender 
to the Infinitive Construct of the 
verb which vowels have been a R nm INT 
given by default in each D stem 
such as the sample words: an>", 
which could be understood as he will write or let him write. Both 
the singular and plural of Jussive looks quite similar to the pronominal 
of third person of the Imperfect Tense, but should not be confused 
by it. 


Plural Singular aA) 


T---F ==] qI INT 


2.50 These broad principles shall be applicable to all binyanim of the 
Hebrew verb: namely, the Qal, the Piel (Pa’el), the Hiphil and so 
on; the active and passive voice of Qal, the Intensive forms and the 
Causative forms, both the strong as well the weak verbs and other 
onma. 
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2.51 The Imperfect Tense: TY 

The Imperfect Tense of the Hebrew verb, used as the Future Tense, is 
obtained by adding personal pronoun affixes, the Į"N°N (also known as 
the preformatives), both prefixes and suffixes, the 173" (the pronominal 
sufformatives for the Imperfective), embedding the verbal root, using 
the same deuce of the theme or default vowels as they are given in the 
Infinitive Construct of each binyan, making adjustment to contiguous 
DNI and or [O] (NNW FOr) (composite shewa) when a weak or 
guttural consonant is present at the head of the root, or virtually any 
other position of the WW. The stem vowel for the Qal Imperfect 
Tense, except for the Stative Verbs, which take [O] (FINE) instead 
of [0] (TON o>) as stem or theme vowel, is the same as those 
used in the Qal Infinitive Construct—stative verb with a laryngeal or 
guttural may not load the [O] (TINE) as stem vowel. Adjust the stem 
vowel or the pillion vowel of the verbal root to [O] (NMW) if the 
personal pronoun suffix (the 13") to be added begins with a vowel 
(the vocalic) and the abdication of the hind consonant from the pillion - 2.33 - 
syllable, which would merge with the vowel from the pronominal to 
form a new syllable. Beware of the accent shift. The presence of 
a laryngeal or guttural consonant in the second or pillion syllable of 
the root would require the stem or theme vowel under the pillion 
syllable to be adjusted for [O] FƏN NIWİ) and or the rules for W37, 
that is, compensatory lengthening or virtual doubling, must come to 
play when adding personal pronoun afformatives to verbs other than 


the Qal stem. 
wav or vay N] (11) 


2.52 The Wav Consecutive As a matter of convenient, 
There are two forms of Wav Consecutive ere oe be Ae 
(meaning, follow the tense of the preceding etna G pac ea a 

i ; ie of spelling: They are left 
verb) Operative in Biblical Hebrew: the interchangeable as each comes 
wayyiqtol (uP), that is, an imperfect to mind, however untidy it 
form of the verb, (which already embedded seems to be. 
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in it the pair of vowels from Infinitive Construct), is prefixed by [}] 
(11) and vowelled [O] (W37+ITN5), resembles the vowels used in the 
article [Or] (T); and the wegatal, where a perfect form of the verb is 
similarly prefixed by vav [1] (11). A verb in the Imperfect tense leads 
a sequence of perfect verb prefixed with vav [1] (11) to each verb is 
termed the weqatal. A verb in the Perfect tense leads a sequence of 
imperfect verb prefixed with vav [1] (11) to each verb is termed the 
vav-consecutive Imperfect or the wayyiqtol. The function and purpose 
of these two forms has been variously understood and propagated in 
textbooks. The wayyiqtol become obsolete in Late Biblical Hebrew. 
The general advice given in Hebrew grammar textbooks is to translate 
the vav-consecutive Imperfect as past tense in English or its equivalent. 
It is worth while to bear in mind that the magic of conversion is not 
done by adding the consonant [1] (11) to the verb, rather it is a signal 
that the meaning of the verb must be reckoned differently. 


2.53 

At this stage of research, the pedagogical insight is that wayviqtol 
and weqatal should not be treated as a single class of “vav-prefixed” 
verbal forms. Rather, they are quite distinct from each other. New 
researches carried out by John Cook, Robert Holmstedt in “The vav- 
prefixed verb forms in elementary Hebrew grammar,” The Journal 
of Hebrew Scriptures, Volume 8: Article 3 (2008), pp2—16, and 
other on Biblical Hebrew indicate that the prefixed yigtol form in 
wayyigtol (the vav-conversive) is not the same as the Imperfect Tense, 
but rather preserving an older prefixed preterite form that has fallen 
out of general use. We will have to wait to see how researches on 
the problem is going to unfold. While waiting for that, we move on 
to the next leg of our study. 


A short list of some verbs in the rare stems: 
man 1 Daniel 7:20; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Peal Perfect - third person 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ Ue UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FNS 


CHAPTER TWO: The Vowel Scheme 49 


feminine plural qere (to be read as); and they (women) fell 5D) 


apy 1 Daniel 7:20; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Peal Perfect - third person masculine 
plural kethib (as it is written in the text); and they fell 5D) 


person masculine singular / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Hithpael Imperfect - third 
person masculine singular; in a rage, and he set forth to embitter himself 59 


‘170121, | Ezek. 23:48; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Nithpael Perfect - third common 
plural; they were admonished 707 


5521 | Deut. 21:8; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Nithpael Perfect - third person 
masculine singular ; he/it was thus atoned for 959 


sno | Daniel 2:22; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Pael Passive Participle - feminine 
plural determined homonym 1; and hidden things “n9 
- 2.35 - 
"7871 | Daniel 4:35; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Peal Participle - masculine plural 
construct kethib; and among the inhabitants, one’s abiding of; those residing 717 


7771 | Daniel 4:32; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Peal Participle - masculine plural con- 
struct qere ; and among the inhabitants, one’s abiding of; those residing 77 


7772721 | Daniel 3:3; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Peal Participle - masculine plural no 
state qere; and he had set up, one who is rising; those upstanding D135 


SDan 1 Ps. 90:2 (cf Job 35:14); Conjunctive wav | Verb - Polel Imperfect - 
second person masculine singular homonym 1 / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Piel wav 
Consecutive Imperfect - second person masculine singular; you brought forth you 
set forth to birth 51n 


SDan 1 Job 35:14; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Polel Imperfect - second person mas- 
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culine singular homonym 1 / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Piel Imperfect - second person 


masculine singular; and you must wait; and you will set out DM 


ATW 6 Ruth 2:10; 1 Sam. 25:23, 41; 1 Ki. 1:16, 31; 2 Ki. 4:37; Conjunctive 
wav | Verb Hishtaphel wav Consecutive Imperfect - third person feminine singular 
apocopated homonym 2 / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Hithpael wav Consecutive 
Imperfect - third person feminine singular; in homage; and she set forth to prostrate 
mn 


MnP 2 Gen. 33:6; 37:7; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Hishtaphel wav Consecutive 
Imperfect - third person feminine singular apocopated homonym 2 / Conjunctive 
wav | Verb - Hithpael wav Consecutive Imperfect - third feminine plural; and bowed 
down; and they (women) set out to prostrate MM 


aban 1 1 Ki. 20:27; Conjunctive wav | Verb - Polpal Perfect - third person 
common plural / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Pual Perfect - third common plural; to 


sustain, gathered supplies; and they were replenished 51> 


noD) 2 Gen. 45:11; 2 Sam. 19:34; Consecutive wav | Verb - Pilpel Perfect - first 
person common singular / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Piel Perfect - first person com- 
mon singular; I will provide; and thus I was provided 51D 


15953) 2 1 Ki. 4:7; 5:7; Consecutive wav | Verb - Pilpel Perfect - third person com- 
mon plural / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Piel Perfect - third common plural; to provide 
food; and thus they were replenished with victual 51> 


092997 1 1 Ki. 18:4; Consecutive wav | Verb - Pilpel Perfect - third person masculine 
singular | suffix third person masculine plural / Conjunctive wav | Verb - Piel Perfect 
- third person masculine singular | third person masculine plural providing; and thus 


he replenished them 533 


NAD | Gen. 21:16; Prep- | Verb - Palel participle - masculine plural construct / 
Verb - Piel Participle - masculine plural construct; about / like / as a bowshot; as one 
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shooting of MMU 


DnD 1 Job 9:15; Prep-l | Verb - Poel Participle - masculine singular construct| 
suffix first person common singular / Verb - Piel Participle - masculine singular 
construct | first person common singular; I could only beg my Judge; to my judging 
one VOW 

POTTA 1 Ezr. 6:1; Verb - Haphel Passive Participle - masculine plural; absolute 
stored; one being deposited NT 


pawa 1 Daniel 6:4/5; Verb - Haphel Passive Participle - masculine singular 
absolute; was reliable, trustworthy; a faithful one; a trusted one 7728 


Manon ler. 12:5; Verb - Hithpael Imperfect - second person masculine singular / 
q.v. Tiphil (Hosea 11:3) can you compete; (and how) you will compete mT 


YWYEWN | Psalm 119:16; Verb - Hithpalpel Imperfect - first person common plural 
homonym 2 / Verb - Hithpael Imperfect - first person common singular; I will de- 
light yyw -2.37 - 


WY | Jer. 46: 7, 8; Verb - Hithpolel Imperfect - third person masculine plural / 
Verb - Hithpael Imperfect - third person masculine plural; to gush out, churn out; 
they will reel W93 


DMY | Ps. 143:4; Verb - Hithpolel Imperfect - third person masculine singular / 
Verb - Hithpael Imperfect - third person masculine singular; 
is dismayed; it will dismay onw 


SDN 1 Exod. 9:17; Verb - Hithpolel Participle - masculine singular absolute / 
Verb - Hithpael Participle - masculine singular; you lord it; your exalting up (your- 


self) 559 


mW 1 Daniel 7:7; Verb - Pael Passive Participle - feminine singular absolute; 
being diverse, tt was different NIŻ 
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PSDA 2 Daniel 3:23f; Verb - Pael Passive Participle - masculine plural absolute; 
firmly bound; they being trussed up NDD 


7372 1 Daniel 2:20; Verb - Pael Passive Participle - masculine singular absolute; 
being blessed 773 


IDY 2 Daniel 2:41, 43; Verb - Pael Passive Participle - masculine singular 
absolute; mixed, to be mixed; one being mixed 399 
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Syllable and the Mechanics of Conjugation 


How does it work 


3.1 Nature of Hebrew Word 

As observed in the previous chapter, a word in Hebrew consists of 
consonants and vowels forming into what is known as a syllable. A 
verb, in most cases, is made up of three consonants (verbs in Modern 
Hebrew could have up to four or five letters) with a set of two default 
vowels assigned to each form, mood or tense forming a two-syllable 
base of a verb, the Jemma or WW (the root), to appear some what 
like CVCVC (C = consonant; V = vowel), a word from the NPA 
to illuminate the point: N° he will scout out (Job 39:8). 


- 3.1 - 


3.2 

A word may come in one syllable or two syllables at the root level; 
most of them are in two syllables: nouns and verbs alike. There are 
some Hebrew words that come in three syllables. Words that are 
given one syllable are known as monosyllable words (e.g. the Hollow 
Verbs). 
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3.3 Hebrew Vowels: Dp) 

Unlike Modern languages where the alphabet would be used, 
interestingly, the vowels in Hebrew are displayed by a system of 
diacritical dots, known as the Dp], placed atop or beneath or within 
the consonants. This marking system, however, did not come about 
until sometime in the early centuries of the Christian era. Of course, 
the vowel sound had had been in used all along in the language; just 
without the diatrical signs and a full spelling system for the word had 
been absent. 


3.4 Formation of a syllable 

A syllable (2217) is a pairing of one consonant (C) and a vowel 
(V) composed into a unit of sound, something like CV combination, 
which is known as open or simple syllable or TWAWD 3737, as 
shown by these sample words: 3 who (Malachi 1:10, and others), 
XI he entered into (Genesis 27:30, and others). A syllable ending in 
a consonant is known as closed or mixed syllable. A lone vowel in 
Hebrew could not be used as a syllable. The number of vowels in a 
word determines the number of syllables. 


3.5 

One syllable alone, either simple or mixed, is sufficient to make up 
a word in Hebrew, like O10 horse, 83 to enter, however, in order 
to create effective meaning, words are usually made up of more than 
one syllable. 

a. In Hebrew, a syllable always begins with a consonant, except 
when a word begins with [D] (11) or [7] (71>), which served the 
role of a conjunction in the case of D] (11): [N] and [9] are 
counted among the consonants; they are not vowels. A syllable 
may end in either a consonant or another vowel. 

b. A syllable in Hebrew may begin with two consonants, as 
waa his/its fir/cypress/cedar tree (Isaiah 37:24); pidso-x> 
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they finished them not (II Chronicles 8:8), but never more than 
that. 

c. The same consonant may close a syllable and, at the same time, 
open the next syllable. In such cases a dot known as PTT WAT 
is placed inside in the middle (embedding) of the same consonant, 
as shown in the sample word: pons I shall divide (Exodus 
15:9; Isaiah 53:12). 

d. A consonant closing a syllable cannot have a vowel underneath it, 
except for [0] Ma Nw silent shewa) which marks a terminating 
consonant. When a consonant at the end of a syllable is silent, it 
loses the [O] (Xw). Syllables ending with two consonants come 
under this category, a sample word of this: NAND you (f) wrote; 
you (lady) wrote; cf. NIAND as a model of (Isaiah 44:13). 

e. Not counted as a syllable would be a deuce of a consonant and 
a [O] (NW): vocal shewa and composite shewa (FUN NW) 
included, for the [Ọ] (NW) is not 


a full vowel. Hence the word “IN amplos of syllables 


I (first person common singular) is a simple syllable -3.3 - 
counted to consist of one syllable. ON simple syllable 

By the same token, MJA NH Ss mixed syllable 

(pathach furtive) could not be taken on? two syllables 


as a syllable: it belongs to the 
preceding vowel, as in the sample 
word: mo wind; breath; spirit DTN three syllables 
(Habakkuk 1:11). 

f. Only in words ending with the consonant [J] (MDD =D) would 
a word allow to carry a MI NW, such as N° your pasture 
(Psalm 74:1; 79:13, and many more). 

g. The terms “short” and “long” vowel referred to vowel length 
when speaking, that is, utter the sound or hold the sound a little 
longer as the case of speaking the words: “feet” (long) compare 
“fit” (short) in the English language. 

h. A sample of words showing how syllables are counted in a word 


1M] two syllables 
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is given in the Table: 


3.6 Closed Syllable 

A syllable consists of two consonants embedding or sandwiching a 
vowel, usually termed as the stem vowel or the key vowel or the 
theme vowel, is a composite or mixed syllable, known in Hebrew as 
NAD V2 MYAT. It makes the word to look something like CVC; for 
a sample of this: Ja garden, VY tree, {72 from (a preposition). Without 
vowel, the syllable would look like: 7a, VY, Į173, CC. This is known 
as a closed syllable. 

a. A mixed, closed syllable (CVC) if unaccented, always requires 
a short vowel. When the accent falls on the composite, closed 
syllable, it requires a long vowel, and usually remained unmarked, 
a sample of this: DY dust, dirt. In short, the vowel in accented 
closed syllable is always long. 

b. Guttural consonants do not normally close a syllable, especially 
when it is present in the middle of the word. 

c. A mixed, closed syllable usually ends in a consonant; but a 
word that ends in either J (NT) or N EPN) is deemed an 
open syllable, to elucidate: T33 he built. Syllables contained the 
diphthong (70) with an accent mark atop are considered to be 
a closed syllable. 


3.7 Open Syllable 

A simple syllable ends in a vowel (CV), therefore is known as an 
open syllable, and the following syllable must not be one that begins 
with a doubled consonant (no PIM WAT), in which case, it virtually 
closed the same preceding syllable. 

a. Unaccented open syllable always requires a long vowel: long 
vowel will never to be closed by a consonant. In short, open 
syllables are always long. 

b. A syllable ending in a vowel, or any one of these consonants 
77 7 JS) ONN) forming part of a long vowel, usually a CV 
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formation, is deemed an open syllable, as the sample word: T? 
to you (Micah 6:8, and others). Well into the Christian era it 
was that > ,) 7 N CYN), known as matres lectionis (AWAN 
N77), emerged more visibly as glides or semivowels. 

c. A short vowel in an open syllable must be stressed; in this 
instance, the first syllable of the noun ile king must be 
stressed because it is an open syllable and fastened with a 
short vowel thus the word would be: Ph. 

d. In situation where a word, like this word: OY people, during 
pluralisation which is expected to receive the stress thus requires 
the doubling of [A] (07) so that the MNS, a short vowel, would 
not be left in an unstressed, open syllable thus: DAY. In a 
situation where the consonant cannot be doubled, such as a 
weak or guttural (the laryngeals), the head vowel would then 
be lengthened to a corresponding class of vowel, as shown in 
the sample words: mountains DMT <— Wi mountain. In a few 
cases where the lengthening of the vowel occurs in the singular 
where the plural form would have the doubled consonant and 
a short vowel, to depict the point: hearts mia? = => heart. 


- 3.5 - 


3.8 Two-syllable word 

Words in the Hebrew language are fundamentally very vocalic. In 
a two-syllable word, usually headed by a simple, open syllable and 
followed by a mixed, closed syllable which rides at the pillion of the 
word, such as the sample word 127 (CVCVC), when there is no 
vowels (nikkudim), the word looks something like this: CCC, 535. 
This is what was originally used in the written form of the language 
in the Tanakh (7J"3N). The vowel points (QAPI) came much later 
in the long history of the Hebrew language, sometime in the second 
half of the first millennium of the Christian era. 


58 


- 3.6 - 


Hebrew Verbal System 


3.9 

The consonantal roots of the Hebrew word are significant, so are the 
respective default vowels, which could be shortened or lengthened, 
one pair for each verbal form and one default pair for each binyan: 
fixed, not mixed, not confused and no crossover. 


3.10 

Inspired or not, the default vowels (QAPI) formed an essential part 
of the Hebrew word and grammar. Each derived stem or binyan, each 
form, mood and tense or aspect of the verb is determined by the nature 
and specific deuce of the default vowels. The sets of default vowels 
are clearly distinguishable one from the other, not easily giving rise 
to confusion. In this way, Hebrew is very much a vocalic language. 


3.11 

The system of the Hebrew verbs, quite similar with the English, 
consists of two Infinitives (Oyiat OW), two Participles OND 
091303), one Past Tense M3Y 137), one Imperfect Tense (TY 31), 
and the Imperative (717%), the Jussive ow “N, the Cohortative, 
the Wav Consecutives or Wav Conversives, namely wayyiqtol CUPID 
and weyatal CVR, all hinging on a pergola of the infinitive. 

a. With the exception of the infinitives, these forms are conjugated to 
reflect number (singular or plural), person (first, second, or third) 
and gender (masculine or feminine) of its subject. In the case of 
the Participles, only number and gender would be required. 

b. In the case of two-consonant verbs, actually single syllable word, 
it would be inflected without changes to the root or the stem 
vowel, as far as possible. As a rule, default vowels are immutable 
or unchangeable. 


3.12 
A two-syllable word has two parts: 
(a) A head, which consists of a consonant and a vowel; and a 
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stem, also known as the pillion, which brackets a vowel by 
two consonants. The head or the initial syllable is usually a 
simple, open, unaccented syllable; the stem is a mixed, closed, 
accented but unmarked syllable, as in the sample word: 137 
word, saying. 

(b) The two default vowels (the head vowel and pillion or head 
and stem vowel) interplay with the rules of vowel reduction or 


l =— read this way. 
 ] 
Fy 
pillion syllable: head syllable: 
CVC CV 


- 3.7 - 


elongation under the influence of shifting accent or stress as and 
whenever a new syllable is added to the root during conjugation 
by way of personal pronoun affixes, together with the presence or 
absence of the laryngeal or guttural consonants, to create meaning 
for the verb. 


3.13 Head vowels 
The head vowel of each binyan together with the vowel and the 
consonant in the prosthesis is given by default. It would be more 
appropriately to take them together as a unit the pair of two default 
vowels in each verbal stem instead of two separate, unrelated 
vowels. 
a. Taking the Qal binyan as a working example, the head vowel for 
Qal Infinitive Absolute would always be [Ọ] (Pp), pairing with 
D] (Non o>17), given by default. As a general observation, the 
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À a8” D517) is closely linked with the Infinitive Absolute in 


the verbs, which means that the vowel Ò] (89M O5%7) would 
not be used as theme vowel in other verbal form. 


. The head vowel for Qal Perfect Tense would always be [OQ] 


(Ap), coupling with [O] (TNE), which is given by default. 


. The head vowel for Qal Passive Participle would always be [O] 


(PAP), collaborates with [1] (mW), also given by default. 


. Likewise the head vowel for Qal Active Participle would always 


be [0] (70M o51n), escorted by a [O] CX), which in turn 
is given by default and intimately related with active verbs. In 
Modern Hebrew, the [D] wor =e), is used in place of [O] 
con odin). 


. The head vowel for Qal Infinitive Construct would always be 


[O] (21 NNW), supported by [O] (NON odin) which, again, is 
given by default, but making adjustment to "JON Nw would 
be necessary in word which root is led by a weak or guttural 
(the laryngeals) consonant. 


. The default vowels under the prosthesis of }"N°S—the personal 


pronoun prefixes for conjugation of the Imperfect Tense, also 
known as preformative conjugation (PC) in some textbooks— 
would always be [O] (91 NW). When placed in contiguous with 
another [O] (91 NIW), which came under the first consonant of 
the root inherited from Qal Infinitive Construct as the Imperfect 
Tense is a derivative of the Infinitive Construct, the shewa rules 
would come to play; and it would be known as NW "OM after 
making adjustment at the presence of a weak consonant. 


. The head vowel of the other binyanim is given in the nomenclature 


of the respective prosthesis of each binyan. 


3.14 Some rules for contiguous shewa: 


a. The shewa (schwa is the German spelling for the same 
sound shva (NW IPA: [fva] of this word for the Hebrew 
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meaning of ‘null’) is a half vowel, which in phonetic 
transliteration it is expressed by a mutual ‘e’, that is, an 
upside-down ‘e’ like this: /9/. The technical name for it is 
schwa, the German spelling, to be read as ‘shewa’. For 
easy articulation, a Hebrew consonant by default requires 
an [ə], which in its written form it is displayed as [O] (Xì 
NIW), for instance: 3, read as /bo/. 

b. The [O] 91 NIW under the J'N would be reduced to or 
replaced by [QO] p^" in response to the presence of another 
[O] NNW given in the verbal root for Qal Preformative 
or Prefixes Conjugation (PC). Take note that this rule is 
confined to the head consonant or head syllable of a root 
word; whereas the occurrence of double shewa in the middle 
of a word would be a different story. 

c. When an active, dynamic verb which has a guttural as the 
first consonant of the root, the vowel under the "MN (except 
N), would always be [O] (TN) after making adjustment 
to the presence of Nw F\OM during Qal Preformative - 3.9 - 
Conjugation (PC); 

d. When a stative verb which has a guttural or laryngeal as 
the first consonant of the root, the vowel under the ]"N"S, 
would always be [Ọ] (S130), after making adjustment to the 
presence of NW "UYT while doing Qal PC. 

e. The vowel under [N] EPN) of the ]"N"S for the first person 
common singular / in configuration for Qal Imperfect Tense 
would always be [Ọ] (5130), dynamic as well as stative 
verbs. 


3.15 Stem Vowel or Theme Vowel 

In a two-syllable verb, the second vowel is commonly known as the 
stem vowel, as in JD he wrote. Some grammar textbooks, however, 
would give it names such as the theme vowel or the key vowel, or 
even the pillion vowel. These words are different name of the same 
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thing. 


3.16 

As the head vowel of a verb is determined by default, so is the pillion 
vowel. These two vowels constitute a pair of default vowels for each 
binyan and the other verbal forms. The rules for the stem vowel are, 
generally, fairly consistent. 

a. Only on non-Qal binyanim would the rules for stem vowel be 
applicable insomuch as the Qal binyan has a separate set of 
default stem vowel for all its verbal forms, as noted in the 
above section. 

b. How to use the rules for the stem or pillion vowel would 
be determined by the nature of the verbal stem: active voice 
or passive voice, dynamic or stative, transitive or intransitive, 
Qal or non-Qal and so on; and the pronominal, whether it is 
headed by a consonant or a vowel, or zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation—no stand-alone personal pronoun is involved in the 
conjugation. The personal pronoun is added to the root, which 
may influence the configuration of the syllables of the verb, but 
is not part of the root. 


3.17 

Only a few vowels are engaged in the formation of the pillion syllable 
of a two-syllable verb. These are: [0] (70m Dm), fh] (AST 85, 
[o] (IMB), [9] (TE), P (PATA), Po] GR PNT, E] (PRP). 
The stem vowel or theme vowel for the monosyllable verbs or Hollow 
verbs is, to nag once more, given by default, which case would be 
either [1] (PNW) or [A] RDA DOT) or PO] (NIM Pon). 

a. For most of the sufformative (suffix) conjugation or Perfect Tense 
conjugation, [O] (TINE) would be the default stem vowel, also 
known as key or theme vowel, in the strong, active voice and 
dynamic verbs; 

b. For stative verbs of the Qal Perfect Tense (there are three groups 
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of these), the stem would be either [O] ("78) or [O] cabin 
07); but this is confined to the Qal conjugation of third person 
masculine singular he, also known as zero vowel conjugation. 
For the conjugation or inflection of other persons both gender 
in Qal Perfect Tense, the vowel [O0] (TNE) would be the stem 
vowel for the stative verbs. 

c. The Qal Imperfect Tense (Preformative or Prefixes Conjugation, 
the PC) utilises its own default stem vowel. The Niph’al Imperfect 
Tense would take the vowel [O] CTS) as the stem vowel in zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation. Interestingly, as far as the stem 
vowel is concern, verbs in the Niph’al binyan are treated as if 
these are active verbs, probably due to Niph’al could have a 
reflexive orientation in its semantic. 

d. The stem vowel for the Qal Imperfect Tense (PC) would always 
be [0] (TOM om), which is actually carried over from the Qal 
Infinitive Construct, for most verbs. The stem vowel for stative 
verbs or weak verbs which have one or more guttural consonant 
in the root, or Geminate verbs for Qal Imperfect conjugation, it 
would be a [O] (FMB). 


- 3.11 - 


3.18 

Apparently, the vowel [O] (73) in the role as stem vowel is mostly 
used in the active voice, transitive verbs of a binyan, whereas the 
vowel [O] (FN) works well with stative, intransitive verbs as well as 
the passive voice of a Qal binyan in the role as the pillion vowel; and 
the vowel [Q] (Pp) is linked to the passive participles for the role 
of stem vowel. As for the [O] (70M n>), it is almost intimately 
engaged as head vowel to the active participle of the Qal binyan and 
thus it is not used in other active participle in the same manner. The 
Qal Passive Participle employs the vowel [1] (PTW) as the pillion 
vowel. 
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3.19 

In a similar fashion, verbs of non-Qal Perfect active voice as well as 
Imperfect active voice, active participle of all binyanim and Niph/al 
Imperfect would schlep the vowel [O] ("T3) as stem vowel, with the 
exception of the Hiphil binyan. Apparently the vowel [O] ("T3) has 
a closer link with the active voice of a verb. Thus, as a general rule, 
the vowel [O] (TS) is intimately engaged to the active voice of a 
verb while the vowel [O] (FIND) is closely linked with passive and 
stative verbs. 


3.20 

The Perfect Tense of all Passive binyanim (four members: Niph/’al, 
Puw’al, two in Hophal) as well as the Qal Perfect would load the 
[OQ] (FANE) as the stem vowel by default even without inflection. The 
vowel [O] (FIN) is also used in the Imperfect of all Passive binyanim 
(three members: Pu’al, two in Hophal), except Niph’al Imperfect in 
zero vowel sufformative conjugation, which takes [O] CTS) as stem 
vowel, dressing up like an active form. 


3.21 Word Formation in Verbs by Conjugations: The Background 
Verbs in the Hebrew language are expressed across seven stems or 
binyanim (©3733 plural; 7933 singular), namely, the Pa’al (Ov) or 
Qal (SP), Niph’al DYD), Piel (Pa’el) SYD) or DYÐ in Modern 
Hebrew), Pwal (PYD or DYD), Hithpa’el YEN), Hiphil DYD), 
Hophal or Huphal OYJ also written as OVD: and the second 
form YD), grouped into three or major groupings: the Simple stem, 
the Intensive stem, the Causative stem and the Reflexive stem. There 
are some minor stems and rare stems as well. 

a. Personal pronoun affixes are required to be annexed to the root 
(WW) to provide information related to person, gender and 
number to a noun or a verb to enrich a word. 

b. In the case of a verb, these affixes could be used as pronoun 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UeH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER THREE: Syllable and Conjugation 65 


subject of a verb by way of conjugation, and it could be taken 
as the subject noun itself (the substantive) while being glued 
to the root. For instance the root 203, which could have the 
meaning “to write” or the act of “writing”, might be configured to 
mean “you (man) wrote; you men wrote” by adding the relevant 
personal pronoun known as pronominal afformatives, resulting 
into MAND you man wrote. 

c. The two Hebrew Infinitives are not involved in conjugation, as 
usually the case with non finite verbs. 


3.22 Conjugation and Pronominal Affixes 

There are two major sets of these personal pronouns affixes for the 
Hebrew verbs: (i) the Perfect Sufformative Conjugation (SC), and (11) 
the imperfect Preformative Conjugation (PC). 


3.23 The Perfect Sufformatives Conjugation (SC) 

a. In the case of the Perfect Tense, T3Y, pronominal sufformative 
conjugation (SC) would provide information for person, gender 
and number (singular or plural) to the subject of the verb. 

b. Perfect sufformative inflexion (suffix conjugation) could be 
understood as: 
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Sufformative Conjugation (SC) 


Plural Singular 


lep Nw --- "2% les 
2mp 008$ oOn--- ps mmx  2ms 
2fp SO m--- ms 2fs 
3mp oT La =s xT  3ms 
3fp 7 = ak xT fs 
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(i) Vocalic (vowel) sufformatives (3cp, 3fs), which begin with a 
vowel (including j--- and M--- for they, third person plural 
both genders; and she, third person feminine singular). 
There are two sets of vocalic (vowel) sufformatives for the 
Perfect Tense in currency: one for singular verbs and the 
other for plural verbs, and likewise two sets of consonantal 
sufformatives for both genders. 

(ii) Consonantal sufformatives which commence with a consonant, 
including (1J--- Icp for we both genders, OF)--- 2mp for you 
men, ])--- 2fp for you women (you ladies), “M--- Ics for 
I both genders, M--- 2ms for you man, Ð--- 2fs for you 
lady), and; 

(iii) Zero vowel sufformative (3ms for he), which does not 
require the addition of personal pronoun information to 
the verbal root (involving only the third person masculine 
singular, namely he). Therefore the formation of the third 
person singular Perfect Tense does not require sufformatives, 
termed as zero vowel sufformative conjugation. Verbs in a 
dictionary are entered as in the state of third person singular 
Perfect Tense thus it is also known as the lexical form. It 
would be more logical, however, to leave the entry with 
the bare root of the verb—at least for the verbs—so as it 
could be properly understood as the Infinitive. 

c. As Hebrew is a vocalic language, it works much better to organise 
the sufformative conjugation (SC) into: (1) vocalic sufformatives; 
(ii) consonantal sufformatives and; 
(iii) zero vowel — sufformatives. vaic C 
Different Hebrew grammar textbooks A P 
may provide different format for the 
suffix conjugation. fs (Parte 1) 

d. In order to configure the Perfect 
Tense, other than adding pronominal 


nap 


3cp (Perf) yup 
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3.24 


sufformatives to the verbal root, pluralisation of the verb would 
induce propretonic reduction, which may invoke the rules related 
to contiguous DNTW, the presence of two [OO] (A°XNW) in 
a row, resulting the first [OO] (NW) must be reduced to [O] 
(PNT) replacing the head [O] (XW) or to a NW F\OM if it is 


a guttural or weak consonant which sits atop the [O] (S11W). 


. In the case of the presence of a guttural or weak consonant in 


the leading position of the root, a vowel of the same class as 
the NW PYT would be used. Details of vowel class and rules 
of reduction should be carefully studied. 


The Imperfect Pronominal Affixes Conjugation (PC) 


. For the Imperfect Tense, TNY, similar information related to 


person, number and gender for the verb would be provided by 
the pronominal preformatives and suffixes allocated to be used 
exclusively in the Imperfect Tense known in Jewish tradition as 
mY and J'N, where each alphabet of the two sets, in turn, 
would take up the role of a prosthesis and sufformative for one of 
the three personal pronouns bearing singular or plural, masculine 
or feminine. 


. The vowels in the Infinitives of each verbal stem would be 


utilised as the base form to install the Imperfect Tense of each 
binyan respectively. In the Qal Imperfect Tense, the default 


Preformative Conjugation (PC) 


Plural Singular 
lcp LIN ---) =N N Ics 
2mp migi j---Fl ---F Ms 2ms 
2p S m > g 2B 
3mp om J---m zap NIT 3ms 


3fp 7 T---M ---F) NT 3fs 
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vowels would be the combo of [0+0] G9) STW TOM odin): 

whereas stative verbs in the Qal Imperfect Tense would assume 

a vowel [O] (FIND) as the stem vowel. 

c. The Imperative Mood, the Jussive, the Cohortative and the Wav 
Consecutive shared the same set of personal pronoun prefixes 
as the Imperfect Tense (Prefix Conjugation) and the two default 
vowels, which actually are derived from the Infinitive Construct 
of each respective binyan. 

d. These are: 

(i) Three vocalic (vowel) sufformatives (ì--- 2mp for you men, 
`---) 2fs for you lady, and ‘\---- 3mp for they men) to be 
involved in the Imperfect Tense; 

(ii) Two sets of consonantal sufformatives (TJ---) 2fp for you 
women, \11---) 3fp for they women), the consonantal affixes 
are rather consistent during inflection, and; 

(iii) Five sets of zero vowel sufformative conjugations (---2 Jp for 

- 3.16 - we both genders, ---® /cs for J both genders, ---\ 2ms for 
you man, ---” 3ms for he and ---5) 3fs for she) overlapping 
with consonantal preformatives), as shown in the Table. 

e. Since the head vowel of Qal Infinitive Construct would be a 
vocal sheva [O] (93 NNW), the presence of a weak or guttural 
consonant in the head of the root would demand care to setup 
the Imperfect Tense for the weak and guttural root. 

f. Unless propretonic reduction is necessary during pluralisation, the 
stem vowel for all other derived stems in the Imperfect Tense 
would be similar and remain constant as the default deuce in 
the Infinitive Construct of each stem. 


g. After adding to the root the Working Sample of 
Consonantal SC 


morphological elements to enrich los (Perf) nbp 
a ne such - o Sara ao E nnbup 
prefixes or suffixes and the like, ofp (Impv) mbp 


a word would end up with more e eo mbp 
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syllables. In such cases, shift of accent would occur. 


3.25 Consonantal Sufformative Conjugation (CS) 

Similarly applicable to both the Perfect Tense and Imperfect Tense, 
the rules of consonantal sufformative conjugation would be employed 
in cases which seek to provide 


information of person, gender Consonantal Sufformatives 

and number to the subject of the Imperative 2fp you ladies =)--- 
verb, covering the first person i 
both genders singular as well as e 
plural (J, we), the second person 

masculine singular and plural Perfect les ! Waes 
(you man and you men), the 2ms you man lpj=== 
second person feminine singular 2fs you lady k= 


(you lady) and the second person 
feminine plural (you ladies), etc., 
as shown in the Table, to install 
the Imperative, the Imperfect Tense 2fp youwomen = 7f)--- ~ 3.17 - 
and the Perfect Tense of a binyan. 

The consonantal sufformative conjugation (SC) for the Perfect Tense of 

all binyanim would team up with [0] (T1T5) as the stem vowel: active 

and passive voice binyanim, both genders, singular as well as plural; Qal 

stative or weak verb, Imperative, and non-Qal Passive Imperfect Tense. 

There is a split of choice for the stem vowel in Niph’al binyan, where 

it is [O] (AND) for the consonantal Suffix Conjugation, but [O] C3) 

is used in vocalic Suffix Conjugation. The consonantal Sufformative 

Conjugation for non-Qal active Imperfect (three members: Pi’el (Pa’el), 

Hithpa’el, Hiphil) and non-Qal active Imperative (three members: Pi’el 

(Pa’el), Hithpa’el, Hiphil) would partner with the [O] C8) as stem 

vowel. The process may or may not trigger propretonic reduction 

of the head vowel, depending on the occurrence of accent shift. It 

may overlap with contiguous D°NTW. The Participles, Active as well 

as Passive Participles, are not implicated in consonantal sufformative 


lcp we ea 


2mp you men on--- 
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inflection. 


Vocalic (vowel) Sufformatives 
Imperative 2fs you lady 5--- 


2mp you men Te 


Perfect 3fs she M--- 


FD they 


articiple 


Passive £ kas Or 
mp men aom 
fp women e= 


3.26 Vocalic Sufformative Conjugation (VC) 

The vocalic sufformative conjugation would be applicable to the second 
person feminine (you lady) and third person plural (those men; those 
women). The vocalic sufformative conjugation for the Perfect Tense, 
the Imperative and the Imperfect Tense of all binyanim: active and 
passive voice, both gender, singular as well as plural, would go through 
the process of abdication of the hind consonant and reduction of the 
stem vowel to a [O] (XWW). This process includes the Active Participles 
of all active voice binyanim. The conjugation process may or may not 
trigger propretonic reduction of the head vowel, depending on accent 
shift, if it occurs, or overlap with contiguous A°NIW. Exception to 
this rule would be the Hiphil binyan that loads the vowel [O] (Non 
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pT), which is immutable, in the singular as well as plural of both 
genders. 


3.27 Mechanics of Conjugation for Vocalic Inflection 

Rule I: 

Abdication of the Hind Consonant and Dividing a Syllable for Vocalic 
Conjugation 


a. In the formation of a Hebrew word, adding vocalic (vowel) 
sufformative to the verb (or perhaps a noun for the same 
reasoning) induces abdication of the hind consonant of the 
second, pillion syllable, which is the last syllable of a two-syllable 
word. In so doing, as the vocalic (vowel) sufformative could 
not constitute a full and independent syllable, it therefore has to 
adopt and reuse the hind consonant of the same pillion syllable 
to form a new, open syllable queuing after the former pillion 
syllable. Simultaneously it triggers accent shift and shortening 
of the stem vowel, which de facto half closed the former, first 
syllable when speaking very fast. To shuffle the concept, a 


- 3.19 - 


Vocalic (vowel) Inflection: 
(ii) (i) 


a309 


(1) No propretonic reduction of head vowel is needed if there 
is no accent shift occurs in pluralisation as the stress is still 
on the second syllable. Default head vowel in TAY Perfect 
remains as [OQ] (Pap). 

(ii) Abdication of the hind consonant 3 which is reused with 
vocalic (vowel) sufformative [1] to form a new syllable. 
Reduction of default stem vowel would be needed when 
adding vocalic (vowel) sufformative to the root. 
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mixed syllable which received the accent, as a general rule, rides 
at the pillion in a bisyllabic word with a simple, open syllable 
in the lead which resembles CV-CVC. One of these, the one 
at the hind (CVC), will be abdicated to merge with the vocalic 
(vowel) sufformative to form a fresh rear syllable as the pillion 
syllable while the stem vowel would be shortened to a [O] (91 
NDW); and the new syllable would receive the accent (the accent 
shifted to this new syllable, but unmarked), as shown in the 
following example: from the infinitive construct AnD to write or 
the Preterite third masculine singular IND He wrote to have it to 
be conjugated into they wrote, past perfect third person plural 
they wrote 1AND—A+3ND—AND to write read from here 


The rule is where the vowel underneath the hind consonant [N] 
(1M), whether [0] (TNE) or [0] (WON O57) or any other vowel 
for that matter, is abdicated to make way for the formation of 
[13], from a vocalic suffix to a fresh and new syllable; and the 
[IN], that is the hind consonant of the original syllable, assumed 
a [O] (93 NNW), which in effect that the pillion, mixed syllable 
of a two-syllable word having two consonants will be divided 
up while the stem vowel will be shorten to [QO] (93 NNW) when 
adding personal pronoun suffixes to the verb during conjugation 
in all cases of vocalic conjugations, both genders, singular and 
plural. In reality, the vowel [O] (93 NNW) actually closes the 
same former, open syllable when speaking fast enough. 

The manoeuvre could be termed as the rule for abdication of 
the hind consonant and contraction of the stem vowel. This 
mechanism is applicable to all cases of vocalic conjugation. 


b. What happens in the aforesaid sample is the hind consonant of 


the verbal root will be dislodged to join up with the vowel of the 
vocalic (vowel) sufformatives in conjugation of the Perfect Tense 
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(SC), and, for that matter, just in about any other cases of word 
formation, to form a new syllable which receives the accent, as 
shown by the sample word: 1309 they wrote from the root 309. 
When the vocalic sufformative for third person plural 1 they joins 
up with 2, the last consonant of AND, the whole root is divided 
up into 12-F-> to become something like CV-C-CV; and reduction 
of default stem would occur at the same time. This manoeuvre 
is applicable to vocalic (vowel) conjugation of all binyanim and 
other similar situation of word formation. 

c. This rule is applicable practically to all cases of affixing vocalic 
(vowel) sufformatives to the root of a word, both verbs as well as 
nouns, even in cases of verbal nouns or pluralisation of participles. 
In the verb, exemption to this rule would be in cases which do 
not involve accent shift during inflection, such as the case in 
the Hiphil Perfect Tense where the inflection of the third person 
feminine singular (she) and third person common plural (they: 
male and female; those ladies and gentlemen) do not invoke a 
shift of the accent. -3.21 - 

d. If the verbal root is a stative verb which vowels combination belonged 
to the deuce of [0+0] (JOM ODIN+/NP), the stem vowel [0] 
(ieg o5), as a general rule, would be shortened to or replaced 
by [OO] alos yap also known as 1D? YP) being the same 
vowel class as [O] Gan <07) in a closed and unstressed syllable 
of the root where usually a shift of accent must have occurred, and 
read as “oh”: it happens only in closed, unaccented syllable, for 


instance: DPY = 

and he set forth No shifting of Accent 

to rise; MAT LEUNG 2fp (13---) you (ladies) 
wisdom; 
ONT noon. 
This rules Perfect (SC) Ics (0M---) I (man and woman) 
applies only to Icp (43---) we (men and women) 
stative verbs, as 2ms (f\---) you man 
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shown by the sample word: OMIWi> (sounded as ktontem; not 
as ktantem) you gentlemen shrank from the root: ]O/. Perhaps 
the only exception when the [OQ] (N1IW+77)/>) in a closed and 
unaccented syllable is not [OO] (UM PAP) would be the first 
syllable of a Qal Perfect third person feminine singular as 228 
She mourned (Joel 1:10) or Qal Perfect third person masculine 
plural as pnw They whistled (Lamentations 2:15). Now, this 
must not be confused with [OQ] (Yap YM): [OO] FUN vap) 
and [OQ] (YAR YM) might sound and look alike but they do 
not have the same reasoning in grammar. 


. Apparently, in cases where there is no shifting of accent when 


adding pronominal affixes to the verb, this rule would not be 
applicable, such is the case with the Perfect Tense when adding 
Ics for I (---), Icp for we (ìJ---), and 2ms for you man 
(fl---) to the verb; in the Imperfect Tense: 2fp for you ladies 
and 3fp for they (those) women (i1J---); in the Imperative 2fp 
for you ladies (iT3---). These are consonantal sufformatives. In 
the Participle, the feminine singular woman, which behaves like 
segholate noun where the accent falls on the first syllable and 
the accent does not shift. 


f. In the Imperfect Tense, the Imperative, Cohortative and Participles, 


shifting of accent occurs mostly in pluralisation of second person 
masculine and feminine verbs where propretonic reduction 
of the head vowel is also involved; and in cases of vocalic 
(vowel) sufformatives, shortening of stem vowel takes place 
simultaneously. 


g. Other than Qal Passive Participle and Niph’al Passive Participle, 


the declension of feminine singular in all other participles, 
active as well as passive, would go through a process resembles 
feminine segholate noun ending as in dummy sample [NOO]. 
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3.28 

Except verbs in the Hiphil binyan and all forms of the Passive 
Participles, the rule of abdication of the abaft consonant and shortening 
of the stem vowel to [O] (93 NW) in a closed syllable shall be 
applicable to the formation of the Perfect Tense of all binyanim when 
attaching vocalic (vowel) pronominal sufformatives to the root to form 
the third person feminine singular rT=-- she (3fs) and the third person 
common plural J--- they (3cp); the Qal and Niph’al Imperfect Tense, 
the second person feminine singular you lady (2fs) °---M; the second 
person masculine plural J--- you men (2mp) and the third person 
masculine plural ---7 they men (3mp); in the Imperative Mood of 
all stems the second person feminine singular °--- you lady (2fs) and 
the second person masculine plural ‘|--- you men (2mp); next comes 
the Cohortative Mood iT---% I (lcs), M---) we (Icp); in the Active 
Participle, the masculine plural men, in which case the propretonic 
reduction of the first vowel is to be applied simultaneously. 


3.29 3.23 - 


Note that there might be some exceptional cases to this rule await 


discovery. ae 
Zero Vowel conjugation 


3.30 Zero Vowel Sufformative Perfect 3ms he 
Conjugation—no pronominal Imperative 2ms you man 
sufformatives 

Zero vowel sufformative conjugation is a imperfect 3ms he 
convenient term used to describe the in- 3fs she 


flection of a verb which does not require 
the affixing of pronominal sufformative— 
literally no inflection—to indicate the per- 
son and number of the verb, such as the Icp we 
Perfect Tense third person masculine sin- BZENEC 
gular he, or the Imperative Mood second EUn 


i Participle 
person masculine you. The scope of zero Passive 


2ms you man 
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vowel sufformative conjugation cov- Sample of zero vowel SC 


ers the masculine third and second 


person singular, feminine third person oe (parte) YP 
singular, and first person singular and 3ms impef Sup 
plural, as shown in the Table. 3ms perf up 
3.31 2ms impv Sup 


The zero vowel sufformative conjuga- 

tion in the passive participle of all non-Qal Passive binyanim (four 
members: Niph’al, Pu’al, two in Hophal), both the head vowel, 
which is actually the prosthesis and the stem vowel, which usually 
totes a [OQ] (Pi, are immutable. The Qal Passive Participle has 
its own default vowels, both head and stem vowel, the vowel [7] 
(PIT), which is immutable. 


3.32 Helping vowels 

In the conjugations of certain weak verbs, a helping vowel, also 
known as epenthetic vowel, would be required in consonantal 
sufformative inflection which might involve the use of a P] (71) 
in combination with the already given theme or stem vowel thus 
virtually turning the vowel combo into a full diphthong: 


a. In "9 verbs: 

i. To perform consonantal sufformative conjugation for the 
Imperative of "5 verb (second person feminine plural 2fp 
you ladies 111---), a helping vowel a combination of [QO] 
(NN D420) is required in all binyanim. 

ii. To configure the Imperfect Tense of aS verbs, apart from 
affixing the preformatives, the ]"D°N, there is a requirement 
of a helping vowel [QO] (non D420) in the consonantal 
sufformative conjugation of all binyanim (only the feminine 
plural i.e. 3fp and 2fp), active as well as passive voice of 
the verb. 
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iii. The conjugation for the Perfect Tense of "5 verbs, likewise, 
requires a helping vowel the [°O] (Nor pT) in the affixing 
of consonantal sufformatives in all active voice of the verb, while 
the passive voice of the verb would embed the vowel [90] (71°38 
xn), also known as (777% T°), which actually is a diphthong, 
as helping vowel in consonantal sufformative conjugation. 

iv. As a general observation, the vowel [PO] (8?! DTT) is 
exclusively used as the epenthesis for Hiphil binyan in all vocalic 
sufformative conjugations in he Imperative, Imperfect and Perfect, 
Active Participle, the Infinitive Construct, and cases where no 
sufformative conjugation is involved. 


b, In Geminate verbs or D"D verbs 
i. In the conjugation of Geminate verbs, replicating the last two 
consonants of the root, a helping vowel [1] won obn) is called 
to duty and assimilation of one of the replicated consonants in 
consonantal conjugations (2ms, 2fs, Ics, 2mp, 2fp and Icp) in 
the Perfect Tense only in the Simple binyanim (Qal and Niph’al) 
and the Causative binyanim (Hiphil and Hophal), active as well 
as passive voice; singular as well as plural in both genders 
would be required. This manoeuvre would leave trace of a 
WIT in the surviving consonant after assimilation of one of the 
two duplicating consonants of the verbal root. In the Intensive 
binyan, the inflection of consonantal sufformative conjugation of 
Germinate verbs would not involve the use of epenthesis but a 
wT is present by default hence with no assimilation of the root. 
The remnant of a WT is also visible in vocalic sufformative 
conjugation of Germinate verbs in Qal Perfect weak or stative 
verbs and the Perfect Tense of non-Qal binyanim. Paradoxically, 
the vocalic sufformative conjugation of Germinate verbs of the 
Intensive and Reflexive binyanim do not involve the habitual 
wi7—otherwise there would appear literally to have triple 
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consonants. 

Similarly, to configure the Geminate Imperfect Tense of Simple 
binyanim and Causative binyanim, the Imperatives of Germinate 
Niph’al and Germinate Hiphil, the use of a helping vowel [°Q] 
(won D130) and assimilation of one of the replicated consonants 
would take place in all consonantal sufformative conjugations of 
these binyanim, active voice as well as passive; feminine plural 
only. Again, this manoeuvre would leave trace of a WIT in the 
surviving consonant after assimilation of one of the two duplicating 
consonants of the verbal root. But not applicable is this rule 
to the consonantal sufformative conjugation in the Imperatives 
of Germinate Simple binyanim, the Germinate Intensive binyan 
and Reflexive binyan. There is not passive voice for these two 
binyanim in the Germinate verbs by default. 

The vowel pattern in zero vowel sufformative conjugation of 
Germinate verbs, in one way or other, reflects the vowel pattern 
of one of the Infinitives of each binyan. In the Germinate Perfect 
Tense, Imperfect, Imperative and Participle in the zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation, the [O] (MN) is used as theme or 
stem vowel placed after the respective prosthesis of each binyan; 
except in the Perfect Tense of Germinate Pi’el (Pa’el), Germinate 
Hiphil and Germinate Hitpa’el where the vowel [O] ("T38) plays 
the role of theme vowel, likewise following after the relevant 
head prosthesis. In Hiphil binyan of Geminate verbs, in zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation and the vocalic sufformative 
conjugation, unlike the strong verbs of Hiphil binyan where the 
default epenthesis [O] 1 adn jo TT) is very much visible, no 
helping vowel is required, but the vowel [ 1 son o>) would 


NOTE 


The guttural Ð could not take vocal shewa when the [Q] (YAp) is 
supposed to be reduced to [O] (NMW), thus NNW FIOM is used. 
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replace the theme vowel [O] (sor (11) instead. 


3.33 Pluralisation in Conjugation 
Rule II: Pluralisation and Propretonic Reduction of the default 
head vowel 

a Propretonic Reduction of the head or the first vowel of a word, the 
root, comes under the purview of pluralisation of Hebrew nouns 
as well as verbs involving a shift of accent whereby the head 
vowel of a two-syllable word will be shorten to [O] (91 NMW) 
from the default vowel, usually applicable to [Q] (Pf) or [O] 
(TS) as the head vowel of the word. In cases of pluralisation 
where no shift of accent occurs in necessary, it does not engage 
this rule. 

Examples: 

i. (in noun). words DJT — J7 word < read from here. 

ii. (in plural noun) the gods or the God DON (Where the guttural 
X could not inherit the [OQ] (D1 NIW), thus PYT NIW is 
used). 

iii. (in noun with gutturals) 

clouds 0°339%<—73Y cloud <— read from here. 

iv. (in feminine noun) 
courtyards masg nsn courtyard <—read from here. 

v. (in verb) 

They wrote ODD2DD—IND he wrote <—read from here. 

vi. (In the Active Participle where the first, head vowel is not [OQ] 
(PP), therefore this rule is not applicable). 

Example: 
Dn- he writes <read from here. 
They are writing or the writings 
(gerundic use of the participle.) 


- 3.27 - 


80 


- 3.28 - 


Hebrew Verbal System 


3.34 
Rule II: 
b. Pluralisation of monosyllable word 
i. Pluralisation of monosyllable words with unchangeable vowel 
would be immune from propretonic reduction of vowel. In 
cases of Geminate words, where a shift of accent occurs, a W5 
signifying one of the two identical assimilated consonants would 
be visible in the pillion syllable. 
Examples: 
(a). (in noun) songs B°W— AW song <read from here. 
(b). (in verb) They gentlemen rose. OF\Aj><—Oj> He rose read 
from here. 
ii. Immune to this rule would be the vowels beneath the default 
prosthesis. 


3.35 

What actually happened in these operations is the head vowel has 
been transformed from the original, pretonic position to a propretonic 
position by the addition of the plural suffix, usually the personal 
pronouns affixes. This action virtually shifted the location of the 
accent (unmarked and therefore invisible if it is on the last syllable) 
from the closed, pillion syllable to the new syllable (the accent remains 
unmarked as it is still on the last syllable). To facilitate articulation, 
the vowel in the propretonic syllable will be reduced to [O] (91 NNW), 
or to a short vowel of the same class matching that of the "JOT 
NNW. 


3.36 

In the case of a verb, most likely in the formation of the Perfect 
Tense, the propretonic reduction of the vowel involved would be the 
head default vowel a [Ọ] (Y7) whereas the short, vowel [O] (MN5) is 
the default stem vowel for the Perfect Tense. In some textbooks the 
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stem vowel is also known as the key vowel or the theme vowel. 


3.37 

Monosyllable verbs are mostly hollow verbs distributed along three 
vowel types: [] (PNW), Po] (won PIT). As these verbs are 
without the second, pillion syllable, the default vowel [Ọ] (Ap) will 
not be affected in pluralisation to configure the Active Participle: just 
attach the suitable plural suffixes after the basic unit of the word. 
3.38 

Propretonic reduction will take place during pluralisation in the case of 
plural for Hiphil (Active) Participle of the Hollow verbs where the 
default vowel [O] OT$) as the head vowel will be reduced to [QO] (9) 
NDW) while the stem vowel [%O] (xr TT) will remain unaffected 
in its signatory position of Hiphil stem when adding pronominal 
sufformatives to the root. 


3.39 

Except for the Hophal (Passive) Participle, the Passive Participles of - 3.29 - 
Hollow verb, are not really in currency. To configure the Hophal 

Passive Participle, suitable pronoun suffixes are to be attached to the 

default unit, as shown in the sample word: 0/2973, which will remain 

constant. 


3.40 

For Hollow verbs, in the building up of the Perfect and the Imperfect 
in Qal and Hiphil the default vowel [Q] (Pp) as the sole vowel 
would undergo propretonic reduction, abdication of the hind consonant 
and reduction of the stem vowel would take place when adding 
sufformatives to the root. Propretonic reduction for the Perfect Tense 
happens only in the Qal stem, where the vowel [Ọ] (Ap) in the head 
would be reduced to [O] (TINE); and to [O] (91 NNW) in the case of 
the Imperfect Tense. 
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3.41 

In the case of formation of Hiphil Perfect Tense of Hollow verbs, a 
helping vowel [1] (non npn) would be employed before affixing 
consonantal sufformatives, singular as well as plural verbs for first 
person common gender (J, we) and second person both gender (you, 
lady and gentleman; you, ladies and gentlemen). 


3.42 

In the case of the Imperfect of Hollow verbs, as noted earlier, a helping 
vowel [O] RDD S110) would be needed before adding consonantal 
sufformatives for feminine plural second and third person (you ladies; 
those ladies) to the root. The helping vowel is not accented, and it 
does not always cause the removal of 7? WÙ} and the n} Nw (silent 
shewa). The Intensive Stems of Hollow verbs will undergo a different 
mechanism of vowel utilisation. 


3.43 
Propretonic reduction of phonologically unstressed vowel occurs when 
the plural suffix is added to a noun of which it has a head vowel 
either in [O] CT3) or [Q] (VAP) in an open, unstressed syllable. 
Examples: 
i. (words or things masculine plural) O° T3 (word or 
thing, masculine singular). 
ii. (old men, masculine plural) B°3j>t<— JPT (old man, masculine 
singular). 
iii. (places, feminine plural) Mpa opa (place, feminine 
singular). 


For example the root "3T becomes 727 when it takes on vowels 
to configure it into a noun. It begins with the vowel [Ọ] PAD. 
Propretonic reduction rule will render it into D337 during pluralisation 
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when the accent is shifted from the home position on the second, 
stem syllable to the new, last syllable. Not all nouns, however, will 
go through such reduction. 


3.44 

Not all cases of pluralisation would involve the shifting of accent: in 
some cases, the accent remained at the mixed, stem syllable, as shown 
in the sample words: 190p „ITAYA. 

3.45 

Propretonic reduction of the first vowel is applicable to all words: 
nouns and verbs alike, including the Participles and the Imperative, so 
long as the vowel of the head, open syllable is either [OQ] (Ap) or 
[O] (TS). Some textbooks offer to name the propretonic vowel as 
the second syllable before the accent and so on. 


3.46 
Verbs or words begin with [OQ] (430) adopt and adapt to different 
set of vowel reduction rule during pluralisation known as pretonic - 3.31 - 


reduction of vowel. 


3.47 

Propretonic reduction will take place in Adjective 

nouns as well as adjectives and verbs 
during pluralisation in both genders. nsw W Masculine 


There are some exceptional cases to pasiv aan Feminine 
this rule. 


3.48 

Rule III: Pretonic Reduction 

In words which has a mixed, closed and unstressed syllable in the 
head, or the head vowel is unchangeable type, plural suffixes will be 
added without changes to the head vowels. When the given vowel is 
[O] PAP), usually as the stem vowel, in which case, it is retained; 
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if it is [O] (TS), it is reduced to [O] (NMW). This is a situation 
similar to the rule of abdication of the rear consonant, but without 
the reduction of the stem vowel. 
Examples: 
1. (judgements, masculine plural) DVDN — VDW (Judgement, 
masculine singular). 
ii. (messengers, masculine plural) D Dyn — 4857 
(messenger, masculine singular). 
iii. (altars, feminine plural) mna < TAV (altar, feminine 
singular). 
iv. (priests, masculine plural) p°27> — a) (priest, masculine). 
v. (enemies, masculine plural) D°A°N8 — IN (enemy, masculine 
singular). 


3.49 
Rule IV: Dagesh (%37) and Lengthening of Vowel 

a. Compensatory lengthening 

i. Compensatory lengthening (cl) rules are applicable to the 
occurrence of WIJ in guttural or weak consonants. This rule 
is applicable to nouns and verbs alike. 

ii. In the case of a verb, it happens mostly in the Intensive stems, 
that is, Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al stem as well as Hithpa’el stem 
involving [2] (Y), [D] (W) and [M] (N) in the "9 (Y) 
position of the root as verbs in the Intensive stems would load 
a WT in this consonant of the root or, for that matter, in 
any other occasion where a guttural or weak consonant required 
doubling of itself. 

iii. There are three patterns and each pattern involves the 


Is there such a word? 


A dummy word, example: DWA, is used in this section to project the movement 


of the [O] (NW) and the effect of its changes; it referred to the make-up of a 
word which would not be found in use in the language. 
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lengthening of a short vowel to a changeable long vowel of 
the same class: 


Example: 
° [O] (71?) — (becomes) [O] (TNE) <— (read from this 
direction); 


© [Q] CTS) — [9] (PANT); 

> [o] (Wom Dm) <— (A aap), example © X). 

e Compensatory Lengthening rules could be used on the 
Article. 


b. Virtual Doubling 
i. Virtual Doubling (vd) occurs in nouns as well as in verbs 
where a weak consonant would refuse to load the W33 yet 
not lengthening the preceding vowel. In the case of a verb, it 
occurs mostly in Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al as well as Hithpa’el 
where the weak consonant concerned would mostly involved 
[2] (YV), N] (W) and [M] (MN) in the [Y] position of the 
root, as the case in the the sample word: 1797] for the word - 3.33 - 
on he regretted, where WT is rejected but not lengthening 
the preceding vowel. 


3.50 

Rule V: Shewa [Ọ] (NW) and the Hebrew Verbs 

The word shewa [Ọ] (NW) used in Hebrew grammar refers to two 
small dots one placed on top of the other appearing something 
similar to the punctuation mark for the colon [:] but came beneath a 
consonant like this: [W]. In language science, it is a half vowel [ə], 
named as upside down e, sounded in the way as the first sound in 
the English word "above" (9-bouv; not "ah"-bouv). In some Hebrew 
grammar textbooks, the Nw is written as sheva, shewa, or schwa 
which case follows the German tradition. They all meant SW. When 
in contemporary Hebrew written without 097773, the vowel dots or 
pointing, it appeared as NIW where the form of double [1)] would 
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signify that the alphabet [1] [T]is used as a consonant like a single 


v" in English and has the same phonetic effect. 


3.51 

There cannot be two [OO] (MNW) coming together, known as 
contiguous DNI, at the beginning of a syllable: You simply cannot 
articulate a word with two contiguous shewas at the beginning of a 
word. This occurs most commonly in the inflection of the Imperfect 
Tense (PC) where the preformatives (]"M°N) would schlep a [O] (93 
NDW) underneath each one of them thereby creating a situation where 
two [OO] (ENW) (one is already given by default via the Infinitive 
Construct in the case of Qal binyan) coming together in a row. 


3.52 
When two [OO] (@NTW) come together in a row (contiguous): 
a. The [O] (NNW) occurs at the beginning of the word or underneath 
the first consonant in the prosthesis or otherwise: 

i. The first STW is to be shortened to [QO] (°T) and the second 
Nw becomes M3 NW (silent shewa), as shown in the dummy 
example given here: bow? — BD; 

ii. This rule may overlap with the rule for propretonic reduction of 

the first vowel during pluralisation. 

If the head [*] (77°) of a root, usually of the Ð (T1785) 
verb, or when the head [>] (Y) is forced into the second position 
by way of conjugation with the yi Nnw beneath the [7] (77) 
hanging, which makes them appear virtually somewhat like [O] 
(Ndr i>" 177), as shown in this dummy example: OO°N — 
po "sn = oon, 

(In this case, the two: YJ NNW+P°%sT should logically be 
turned into [O] (NDA 2-177) by dropping the [O] (NNW DI) 
all together. 

iv. One more example for this rule: 


iii. 


= 
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Nha) tw) = TTAR. 

b. When the [OO] (ENW) occur at the beginning ofa word, and 
the [O] (NW) is followed by a laryngeal or guttural consonant 
therefore it becomes schlepping with compound, composite NNW 
or reduced vowel: 

i. Change the first [O] (NW) to become a short vowel of the 
same class that corresponds to the vowel in the compound or 
composite NIW, as shown in these dummy examples: 

boo? — boo” 
youn — youn 

ii. Except that for the word DON, the [O] (NTW) becomes [O] 

(TS) and the [N] PN) becomes quiescent or silent, as shown 

in this dummy example: DONG — OWS. 

If two [OO] (DNW) occurred in the middle of word, dividing 

a syllable, most likely during conjugation or inflection or as a 

result of it, the first NNW is a M3 NIW (silent), which, as a 

tule, it inded closed the preceding syllable; while the second is -3.35 - 

Y) NW (vocal), as shown in the sample word: 17W? they 

(men) will keep guard. 

iv. When the [OO] (DNW) occurred at the end of a word, both 
[OO] (aNTWw) would be M3 NIW (silent), as shown in these 
examples: NAND she wrote; nTa she gave birth to a child 
(OOO <—). In Modern Hebrew, however, the last 
m3 SW (silent) could become vocal, as in the sample word; 
nTIw you (feminine) robbed would be read as shadad’te. 

v. The derived stem of the verb may carry prosthesis where changes 
to the contiguous DNI have been completed by default, for 
instance, the prosthesis in Niph’al: Dyp). 


iii. 


= 


3.53 
The shewa rules are also applicable to the affixing of preposition [>] 
(lamedh) (without the definite article) to a noun that already begins 
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with a [O] (XTW), such as the following word sample: 
DTO — DimN+S (<— read from here.) 


3.54 
In Modern Hebrew, as the nikkudim are not printed, the distinction 
between vocal or silent shewa would be meaningless. 


3.55 VI: Rules for Quiescent Consonants 

The rules of quiescent consonants shall apply to ` ,) ,7 WS (CUTS) 
four of the weak consonants. Under certain conditions these four 
consonants become silent, i.e. no vowel would be assigned beneath 
them. This would occur mostly when these consonants come at the 
end of a syllable, occupying the hind position, and the vowel would 
be assimilated to the preceding consonant. Take heed that when 
these consonants coming at the end of a syllable, it could mean that 
simultaneously they are actually at the beginning of the next syllable, 
like the word YT" in the example earlier above. 

a. The consonant [N] APN): 

i. When [N] EPN) is silent, it is still being retained in the root 
(STW), as in these two examples: N93 he created, NXA he 
found. 

ii. When [N] EPN) is prefixed with a preposition, such as ? (7? 
as preposition), or another [XN] PN) as personal pronoun in 
the Imperfect Tense, one of the "nN, it may cause the losing 
of the vowel underneath the [N] EPN), as in the following 
example: 


rule) 


3.56 
To sum up, therefore, the magic of the Hebrew verbs is concealed 
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behid the rules that government how the default vowels play around 
in response to various elements, such as: (i) breaking up of the pillion 
syllable and the reuse of the hind consonant of the verbal root to 
form a new syllable by way of adding personal pronoun affixes to 
be attached after the former pillion syllable and the shortening of the 
stem vowel and or closing of the pillion syllable; (11) shifting of accent 
during conjugation and pluralisation triggers the shortening of the head 
vowel; (iii) the presence of a weak and or guttural consonant invokes 
SW changes and or W33 or no WIT on the middle consonant. 


3.57 
A Summary Table previews the three Hebrew Tenses where the 


A Summary: 
Prosthesis for the Perfect, 
the Present and Imperfect Tense 


mnY-X 


AA 
naw 
may-n JAW m- 
ay- nyw Iw 
nw- amw ale 
ma-n nyw n-a 
Saw-2 /aaaw -A 
E mantw l 
may- Doma on-a 
ma-n hy qp- 
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"Taw awa 


Active Participle is used as the Present Tense in both Classical and 
Modern Hebrew; and the Imperfect Tense is also used as the Future 
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Tense. Details of each of these Tenses could be referred to the 
respective chapter. Again, the vowels of these tenses are given by 
default coming together in a pair of two. In terms of conjugation 
and pluralisation, the participles in Hebrew are treated the same as 
the adjective and nouns. 


3:58 Mechanic of Inflection for Hebrew Weak Verbs 
I. Adding oN to the verb in the Imperfect Tense 


Example One: Y5 wW Reasoning 


The pair of vowel [0+0] (NNW 


Base form: ; : 
2 Oal lafinitive bye 70M r is the default 
Construct |: vowels for the Qal Infinitive 


Construct Strong Verbs. 


This word is D cannot carry [Q] (STW): only 
3. supposed to be Tay [ọ] ma FM) is allowed, 
like this, but... therefore... 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZOZ UEH TAS 


Now, this 
4. assumed the role mek) 
as base form 


Qal Infinitive Construct for this 
root/word. 


The vowel [9] (NMS UM) is 


Next, add 

prefixes: PMN treated as [0] (NTW): when two 
5. to form the seven DNI coming at the front of 

Imperfect ` ` a word...can you explain what 


is supposed to take place to the 


Imperative, etc. 
oo|? 
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Initial composite shewa MNS 
POT must be matched with a 
MYM vowel of the same class, thus 
the vowel [O] (277717) is to be 
replaced by [0] (INS). 


One more step is 
needed: why? 


Finally, this is Here it is, 3fs she or 2ms you 
7. how the word is mnym man Imperfect Tense (Future 
being used. Tense) for the root/word THY. 
3.59 
II: One More Example of Conjugation on Weak Verb 3.39- 


Example Two: 7’ Reasoning 


The pair of vowel [0+0] (NNW 


Base form: 

2. Qal Infinitive bup OM 0717+) is the default vowels 

C i for the Qal Infinitive Construct 
onstruct 


Strong Verbs. 


n cannot carry [O] (NW): only 
composite xm [0] (5430 ADT) 
is allowed for n in the Imperfect, 


This word is 
3. supposed to be pin 


like this, but... 
therefore... 
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7. to form the 

Imperfect, 


Danes) 


Imperative, etc. 


Hebrew Verbal System 


[0] (429 PYT) is treated as [0] 
(STW): when two [00] (INTY) 
coming at the front of a word. 
Can you explain what is supposed 


to take place to the first [0] (STW) 
9 


8. First result... WwpPINNn 


3.40- One more step is 
needed: why? 


D/TNN 


Initial compound shewa must be 
matched with a vowel of the same 
class, thus the compound shewa 
[0] (42D PYN) is to be replaced 
by [Q](2729). 


The 3mp sufformative they (those) 
men [1] (P1752) is vocalic, that is, 
it is a vowel, therefore it needs 
to have a consonant placed in 
front of it to form a syllable and 
Where does 
the consonant should come from? 
The rule of abdication of the hind 
consonant and shortening of the 


receives the accent. 


stem vowel comes to 2 here. 


Finally, this is 


10 how the word is 
being used. 


Here it is, 3mp they (those) men 
for Imperfect for the root/word 
pn. 


cuL waa 
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Chapter 


The Hebrew Stative Verb: 
Types and Vowels 


4.1 - 4,1 - 
The action of a verb in the Hebrew language could be understood as 


transitive, intransitive, dynamic or stative (situation) or event (fientive): 
not the dynamic action of the verb is meant, active or passive, as the 
way we are familiar with them in the English language. All of these 
verbal orders are not mutually exclusive; howbeit rather cozily dynamic 
verbs and fientive verbs could imbricate on to each other; they, after 
all, are of the same category. Ambiguity is not an inherently nature 
of these categories per se—grammatical categories are neutral and 
innocent by themselves—semantic incertitude instead arose from the 
human mind the way how language is employed wilfully or not to suit 
his articulation reflective of his inner being. Transitive verb may take a 
direct object; an intransitive verb would not take a direct object. There 
are verbs that could be both. Furthermore, stative verbs in English 
could not be used to form the continuous tenses (the present continuous 
or past continuous), not even in the perfect continuous tense. Stative 
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verbs in Hebrew might not be totally identical with that of the English 
language. Whereas fientive verbs formed a subset under dynamic verbs 
chiefly expressing actions in terms of event which could have a sense 
of transformation or progressive movement but with an endpoint or a 
terminus in sight inherently in its semantic, for instance: to arrive; to 
achieve; to finish, and many more. 


4.2 

The first point about stative verb is: by the nature of its semantic 
meaning, a stative verb refers to thought, emotion, or senses that 
the subject of the sentence is experiencing, which usually occurs in 
the mind and at the faculty of feeling of the speaker, hence stative 
verbs are often referred to as mental verbs and, therefore, most stative 
verbs are intransitive, and often do not take an object or predicate. 
Second, most stative verbs have an adjectival quality or about a 
mental state, pleasure or the like in its meaning. In addition, stative 
verbs might shingle with verb of movement stretching out from the 
human body and verbs denote movement from one place to another 
or an event coming into being. In contra to stative verbs, a dynamic 
verb describes an action or event, which can begin and finish all by 
itself and fulfilled at a punctiliar moment or a point of time (e.g., 
“run,” “find,” “make’’). 


4.3 

The significance of this point is that there are sentences in Hebrew 
what is known in grammar textbooks as verbless clause or nominal 
clause or even zero copula clause. These sentences without an overt 
verb are largely expressing meaning related to situation, condition, 
quality, relationship, availability of thing or even a general truth. 
Sentences of such semantic nature in English are articulated with the 
use of the verb to be which is the main copula verb in English but 
not so in Hebrew as also the case in some other languages. Hence, the 
verb to be in English must be employed to render a full expression 
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of these stative-verb sentence from Hebrew to English. 

4.4 

These concepts are attempts to understand how the stative verb would 
function in a given sentence. A word of caution must be mentioned is 
that stative verbs in Hebrew are not identically parallel to the stative 
verbs in English. Verbs are stative in English may not be so in 
Hebrew: to illustrate, the word “love” is active and dynamic in English 
but stative in Hebrew, likewise is the word “build”. 


4.5 

The need to make a distinction between stative verb, non-stative or 
dynamic verb status generally occurs only in the Qal binyan of a 
root; and a stative verb becomes dynamic verb when it assumes the 
Intensive the Pi’el (Pa’el) and the Pu’al or Causative (Hiphil and 
Hophal) binyanim. Hence, a verb is stative in Qal stem may take 
on non-stative status in other O°J"22 of the same root. By this 
action, a verb is transformed—generally takes place in the Prel (Pa’el) - 4.3 - 
binyan—from a state of being into a dynamic action or even with a 
causative silhouette in meaning, by way of explanation, "he was pure" 
would become "he made himself pure", thereby demitting its stative 


quality. 


4.6 Types of stative verbs in Hebrew 

Conventionally, there are three classes or types of stative verbs, 
classified according to the stem vowel type in the Qal Perfect Tense 
third person masculine singular, which is zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation: [O] (NMS), [O] (TS) or [O] mon pn). There are 
a few verbs which would exhibit both dynamic and stative forms, such 
as these two sample words: wad was to clothe, wad to be clothed; 
IJP .27— to approach, IQ to be approached; and yet there are a 
few dynamic, regular verbs that are spelled like a stative verb: NIY to 
hate; to abhor. Verbs belonging to this category would take a direct 
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object, hence transitive verbs they are. A few more samples of stative 
verbs would add these to the list: DM and to be come wise; b> 
D> to be able; (Qal infinitive absolute, Numbers 22:38; II Chronicles 
32:13, both came with interrogative 7) 871° xT to be afraid (Joshua 
22:25); NON NON to be filled, [OP HPY to be small, example: 
palee I (being) not worthy (Genesis 32:10/11); pupa? to belittle 
of tes 8:5), and others; however JÐ) is mostly used as adjective 
albeit the niqqudim take the form of infinitive in appearance, which 
means that some adjectives are vowelled as the Infinitive Absolute, 
to stress the point: MT enormous; miwp fierce (Genesis 42:7, 30); 
MD? lovely (Job 42:15), and the like. 


ST He was great 335 He was heavy 
mia He built X7 He was afraid 
3DW He lay down x23 He was thirsty 


TOP He was unimportant; 
2 He was able 
5w He was bereaved (of child) 


4.7 Samples of Hebrew stative verbs: 

As matter stands, a stative verb is found only in the Qal binyan, of 
which vowel pattern logically would be similar to the regular, strong 
verbs used in the Qal stem, making the necessary adjustment to the 
vocal shewa [O] (91 NIW) in response to the presence of guttural 
consonant. This is applicable to the weak stative verbs. 


4.8 
The vowel template to be used in the Qal Infinitive Absolute of stative 
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verbs would be rather similar to that in the Qal dynamic, regular 
verbs, as the vowels shown in the sample words: TAID heavy, TOP 
small, m3 to build. There are, however, a few stative verbs that 
load feminine ending in its Qal Infinitive Construct, as the case for 
the root: m3 to build, which is stative and "5 verbs at the same 
time, thus the vowel pattern of the Qal Infinitive Construct for these 
sample words would be: TOP to be small, T32 to be heavy, 


4.9 

The vowel pattern for the Imperative of all binyanim would follow the 
two default vowels given in the Infinitive Construct of each respective 
binyan. As a general rule, the pillion or stem vowel of the active 
stem would take the vowel [O] ("73)—including the Simple Passive 
binyan, the Niph’al—while the passive voice, stative verbs and the 
irregular verbs would load [O] (FIND) as theme vowel as well as in 
the III-y/n or v/m"> verbs where the nN TA (pathach furtive) 
has been used in the Infinitive Absolute. The vowel [O] (FINE) is also 
used in Qal Imperative of Guttural I/II verbs. The effect of this rule 4.5 - 
is visible in the vowels of the stative Qal Imperative of these sample 
words: PIN Pim (Deuteronomy 12: 23; Isaiah 41:6), (0P, which put 
on a [OQ] (FIN) regardless which vowel class the verbal root would 
belong to in the Perfect Tense. Exceptions to the rule are readily 
available, however, as in the following sample words: m33, which is 
a stative and 7" verb as the same time. A sample of Qal stative 
Imperative of N'D verb: N37) find out. A sample of irregular verbs 
in the Qal Imperative: 7, MP, 72 and others. 


4.10 

For single syllable verbs or also known as the Hollow verbs or 
monosyllable words, the same principle of using the vowels pattern 
in the Qal Infinitive Construct would be applicable. 


4.11 Stative Verb in the Imperfect Tense 
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Conjugation of stative verbs in the Qal Imperfect Tense are treated as 
weak verbs, which means regardless which vowel class a stative verb 
may adorn in the Qal sufformative conjugation (the Perfect Tense), 
namely, [0] (MMB) or [0] (WON om) or [O] C3), when it assumes 
the Imperfect Tense conjugation, a stative verb would always totes a 
[O] (FANE) as stem vowel forming a pair of default vowels as this 
[0+0] (ANE+21 NIW) in both strong and weak verbs. The [O] (9) 
NDW) would be required to go through changes in cases where any 
one of these 7 ,9 M T ,N consonants gibbets above it as the head 
consonant of the root. For the strong, dynamic verbs in the Imperfect 
Tense (PC), the stem vowel would be [0] (TOM om), which is 
inherited from the Qal Infinitive Construct. 


(i) Like a dynamic verb or fientive verb, the Imperfect Tense 
of a stative verb may take personal pronouns prefixes as 
well as suffixes in its inflection. 


Teli TOPS 
eee upm 
TPA s30DF 
IPM 

"wer F 
ODN TOP? 
ap Ba 
TPA ele 
Yupa IPN 
man pmpn 
ppn npn 
meee 1p? 
18/3 Twp 
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(ii) Assimilation of the consonant [3] (71) appearing at the 5 
m) position in the root shall occur during inflection of 
the second feminine plural and third feminine plural, Such 
as: TPA (JVP). 


Two arrays of Conjugation Table are given to ease learning and study. 
No preference is suggested; choose one that suits the learning habit 
of each individual. 


4.12 Qal Participles of Stative Verbs 

Stative verb in Qal Active Participle is used as adjective, would have 
the same meaning, and it would be inflected as the Qal Active Participle 
in the dynamic, strong verbs. On this reason some textbooks thought 
that there is no active participle for stative verbs. 


4.13 

Participles of stative verbs are given a pair of [0+0] CT3+yNP) by 
default, a vowel pattern similar to the Qal Perfect Tense third person 
masculine singular of the [O] (073) type of stative verbs. In the 
following example, the word xon is not Perfect Tense of the root, 
for the subject "J", a personal pronoun of the first person, requires 
“nxn in the Perfect Tense. 


- 4,7 - 


4.14 Vowel Patterns of Stative Verbs in the Qal Perfect Tense 

As in dynamic verbs, all stative verbs in the Qal Perfect Tense would 
take [Q] (P) as pretonic vowel, or the first, head vowel. Again, just 
like the dynamic verbs, while [Q] (779) occupies a pretonic position, 
it will be shortened to [O] (93 NIW) during pluralisation under the 
tule of propretonic reduction of head vowel when a shift of accent 
occurs. 
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4.15 

As a general rule, the stem 
vowel for dynamic verbs in 
the Qal Perfect Tense would 
take a [O] (MMD), together ‘TOP M742 m7 
with the head vowel of pnp JPEE noT 
the syllable forming into a n ip pTI 
pair of [0+0] (MN5+pnp) Toa Ae 

as the template given by "NAP nT Upra 
default; whereas stative 5 INP a> 1973 
verbs in the same tense, onwPp 00729 ono 


apart from the vowel [O] o Once a 
(MnD), would shoulder [20IP 1742 N?Ta 


either [0] (Odin on) OP ATID AIT 
or [O] ((T3) as stem vowel: thus there would be three 
groups of stative verbs in the Qal Perfect Tense: [O+0] 
(non DDin+pnp), [0+0] CTB+PNP) or [0+0] (AND+7NP). In cases 
where the pillion syllable takes one [O] (73) as stem vowel, it is 
to be used only in the third person masculine singular (he), for the 
conjugation of other persons singular as well as plural, the vowel [O] 
(mn) would be used as the stem vowel, as the samples given below. 


[on] Pas) = [nme] 
Stative Stative Stative 


TOP 729 ST 


4.16 

In the Qal Perfect Tense of stative verbs, the default vowels of 
[0+0] ("TS+72P) would be confined only to the zero vowel suffix 
conjugation, the third person masculine singular (he). The pillion vowel 
[O] (73) will assume [O] (MMB) in the inflection of persons other 
then the third person singular (he), as shown in the sample words: 
729 (3ms) he overwhelmed, but it is not so in OFT (2mp) you 
gentlemen overwhelmed. 
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mr , , [Dn] stative 
In cases of a stative verb which root come under b=. 


the vowel class of [0+0] (non nompa), 
when reduction of the stem vowel [0] “mon 
n5in) shall take place, it would be shortened to 
what is known as [OQ] pun TAD) in closed 
and unstressed syllable, to be read as [oh], 
being the same class as [O] mon O15N), as the 
vowels expressed in the sample word: DDD; 
[katontem] you gentlemen dwindled. This rule is 
also applicable to the root: 53° to be able. 


4.18 

For [0+0] mon p>an+prp) stative verbs under 
the Qal Perfect Tense in the second person 
plural (you men and women), under the rules 
of propretonic reduction, the pretonic vowel—in both masculine and 
feminine verb—is required to be shortened to [O] (Y3 NVW) during 
pluralisation process. The stem vowel [0] morm ODN) in turn shall be 
written as [OQ] (ON TaD), and likewise it is to be read as [oh]. 
For second person singular masculine as well as feminine (you man 
and woman) and first person singular (J), the vowel [O] non ndm) 
is used as stem vowel. For the first person plural (we), the consonant 
[3] (3J) appearing at the 5 (7792) position in the root, if any, may 
require assimilation, as in the sample case: Wp (JVP). There are 
not many holem-stative verbs available in the "3N or the 8Jp?. 


4.19 

The inflection of [O+0] mon p>in+pnp) class of stative verbs, just 
like the conjugation of the Qal Perfect Tense (SC) in the regular verbs, 
rules related to the abdication of the hind consonant, shortening of stem 
vowel, propretonic vowel reduction, assimilation of [3] (713), shift or no 
shift of accent shall be applicable whenever and wherever necessary. 
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4.20 

Thus, class divisions in stative verbs by the stem vowel is applicable 
only in third person masculine singular (he) in the Qal Perfect Tense. 
The inflection of other persons shall assume the same pattern like 
strong, dynamic verbs. 


4.21 

In Piel (Pa’el) binyan, some verbs expressing a meaning similar to 
Causative Hiphil are actually stative verbs in origin. These verbs in 
the third person masculine singular would carry a vowel [OQ] (MN) 
as stem vowel, as shown in the sample word: 9 he taught. 


4.22 

Verbs under the I[-Guttural and II-Y/7 (y"y and y/n">) groups are 
treated as stative verb in Qal Imperfect Tense: scilicet, the vowel [O] 
(TMD) is used as the stem vowel for these verbs. In situation where 
a [O] (NNW) is needed to close or half close a syllable before adding 
personal pronoun suffixes (the sufformatives), the [O0] MDa PUT) 
(a composite shewa) is to be used, as shown in the sample words: 
“XIN (2fs), AND? (3mp), and ANIM (2mp). 


4.23 
Apparently, verbs under the I-7 and v/n"> grouping are treated as 
stative verb, too. 


4.24 

Six special 8"5 (PN-N) verbs are treated as stative verbs: these 
are: TN he spoke; DDN he ate; TIN he was willing, MÐN he 
baked, YIN he seized; TAN Ithe perished. These verbs carry [O] 
(mna) as stem vowel in the Qal Imperfect Tense. 
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4.25 

Verbs under the "5 Px) class would retain the vowel [O] 
(O73) throughout the conjugation, while the [XN] PN) is quiescent 
appearing at the rear position of the root. 


4.26 Stative Verb in the Hithpa’el Stative Verb 

Stative verbs in Hithpa’el often convey a declarative or an indicative 
sense of meaning that is showing a positive state: to show oneself to 
be X, or to pretend to be X. Conjugation of stative verbs in Hithpa’el 
would be identical as that of the Pi’el (Pa’el) for stative verbs, and by 
then whether a verb is in the stative or not is no longer material. 
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4.27 The vocabulary for this section lists some common stative 
verbs found in the Tanakh or the Migra. 


[>a] Qal Perfect [aam] 
type 
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The Hollow Verbs 


also known as monosyllable verbs 


5.1 The Base form of the Hollow verbs: The Qal Infinitive - 5.1 - 
A Hollow verb is a single-syllable verb, of which a single vowel [`] (Th), [H 

(PTW) or D] (won p>in) is used in the Infinitive Construct in the Qal 

binyan. For Hollow verbs, the Qal infinitive construct is given in a standard 

lexicon as the base form of the root, unlike other verbs where the third person 

masculine singular of the Perfect Tense is used. 


5.2 

Included under the category of Hollow verbs are biconsonantal verbs, I-yodh 
verbs and II-wav verbs or 1/*"Y verbs, as it is the way these verbs are known 
in some Hebrew grammar textbooks. In the Tan or the NPA there are 
some geminate verbs, that is verbs having two last similar consonants out of 
three, exhibit features similar to the Hollow verbs and these verbs may come 
under the purview of Hollow verbs as well. 


5.3 

Originally, the vowel in the Hollow or monosyllable verbs is not part of the 
two-consonantal root, a case in point: ow to place, to put, NIA to die, DAP 
to rise, as the abaft consonant actually closes the syllable and turned the whole 
Jemma into a single, close syllable word. 
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5.4 The default vowels in Qal Infinitive Construct of Hollow verbs 

By default, all Hollow verbs are given in the Qal Infinitive Construct in the 
lexicon or dictionary. Hollow verbs are known by its default sole vowel: [`] 
TD, M (PTW) or [1] ve) npm) in each root, and classified as weak 
verb treated treated as stative verb in inflection, as far as the stem vowel is 


concern. 


The default vowels in Qal Hollow Infinitives 


3 2 i 
Dp Dw?) MaG) 


PO mo MBO) 


5.5 

There are a few "5 verbs that have D AD or P] (7%) as the middle 
consonant of the root, which would remain constant during inflection. Few 
examples of these verbs are given in the Table: 


= to be used as verb to be or link verb 
myx to command 

y5) to be expired; to die 

mp to refresh 


5.6 The vowel scheme in Qal Hollow Imperative Mood 

The Qal Imperative of Hollow verbs, as the case in the strong, regular 
verbs, employs the vowel format in the Qal infinitive Construct as the 
base form to install the pronominal preformatives. As usually the case 
for the Imperative, only the second person: singular and plural, both 
genders would be applicable. Not many examples of the Qal Hollow 
Imperative verbs are found in use in the J"3N or the NYPA. 
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Vowel pattern of Hollow Qal Imperative 


DP mw wa F 
wp ww wha ON 


5.7 

What must be mentioned is that unlike the wav consecutive in other 
stems, the accent falls on the [`] (T) in Qal wav consecutive of 
Hollow verbs for the simple reason that the addition of D] (11) before 
the P] (0) in the Qal Hollow Jussive, for instance: gpr let him rise, 
the configuration turns the verbal root into a second, closed syllable, 
leaving the prosthesis ™) hanging as an accented open syllable as in 
the sample word: op an he (will) stand (rose) up, and he set forth 


to rise up (Genesis 4:8); xÝ and he (will) say, and he set forth EER 


to say (Genesis 1:3). 


5.8 The default vowel scheme in Qal Hollow Imperfect Tense 
The function and meaning of the Qal Hollow Imperfect Tense would be similar 
to those in the strong, regular verbs. 


5.9 

To set up the Qal Hollow Imperfect Tense, the vowels in the Qal Hollow 
Infinitive Construct for each class of vowel type would be used as the base. 
These forms of the Hollow verb are distributed along three vowel types: [7] 
(PTW), [PO] (SOR PAT) and À] (A777 NFM). Pronominal preformatives 
or the personal pronoun prefixes and suffixes for the Imperfect Tense, namely, 
the JOS and TI" would be affixed to the verbal root in a way similar to 
the conjugations in the strong, regular verbs, covering consonantal sufformative, 
vocalic sufformative and zero vowel sufformative conjugations. 
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5.10 Conjugation of Qal Hollow Imperfect Tense 
i. To configure the Qal Hollow Imperfect Tense, the sole default vowel 


used in the Qal Hollow Infinitive Construct would be utilised. Generally 
speaking, as in the case of Qal Imperfect Tense, only verbs coming with 
one or more weak or guttural consonants in anyone position of the root 
would there be requirement to make adjustment to receive or reject the 
[O] (93 NIW), which is suppose to come underneath each such consonant. 
When making accommodation to the present of a composite shewa under 
such circumstances, the preceding vowel would reflect such changes by the 
adoption of one [O] (NMW) of the same class as that of the composite 
shewa. Thankfully, there are not many of these Hollow verbs which 
carried a guttural or weak consonant in the root. The default vowel for 
the Qal Hollow Imperfect—sole vowel, thus there would be no default 
pillion vowel—would be either [1] (PIT), [PO] (Non poo) or ñ] 
(Non gai. Unlike the Perfect Tense, there are two sets of pronominal 
affixes would be used in the synthesis of the Imperfect Tense: (a) the 
preformatives the IMN; and (b) the sufformative the mT" for whatever 
binyan in Imperfect Tense. 


Default vowel scheme of Qal Hollow Imperfect Tense 


x27 pow? By up? 
sian pwn mpm Sven 
sian pwn mpm Sven 
wiin ow MPN uPA 
NIN DWN pips = Sup 
Wid MT amp? abu 
massa mye APMP mypwpN 
aiin aain ampo Dupa 
nanan yon norhpn mipn 
x32 pw mp) = Supa 
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ii. To install the Qal Imperfect Tense Hollow verbs, a helping vowel [”Ọ] 
ve) 130) would be required for both the [}] (PIT) vowel class and 
[PO] won j'1sT) vowel class Hollow verbs before adding the consonantal 
sufformatives to the verbal root to setup feminine plural second and third 
person (you ladies; those ladies) to the root. 

iii. The helping vowel is not accented, and it does not always cause the 
removal of OP WT and the MI NIW (silent shewa). 


5.11 The default vowels in Qal Hollow Participles 
i. The meaning and usage of the Participles of the Hollow verbs would be 
the same as the regular, strong verbs. 
ii. Rules of declension and pluralisation of nouns would be applicable to the 
configuration of the Participles in Hebrew. 


The vowel scheme of Qal Hollow Participles 


Active 2ms o> ow N3 TDN ae 


5.12 

As Hollow verbs are single syllable verbs, the default sole vowel for the Hollow 
verbs, other than the Infinitives or the derivatives of the Infinitives, would 
be [Q] (772)2), which is also the key vowel in the Qal Passive Participle of 
Hollow verbs, similar to the strong, regular verbs. In the case of Qal Hollow 
Passive Participle, not many of them though, would utilise the vowel pattern 
in the Qal Hollow Infinitive Construct; whereas for the Qal Hollow Active 
Participle, the only default [QO] (Pp) would be used, as the vowel in the 
sample words: Dj? he rises; aw he returns, TÀ he dwells, he resides; Ww he 
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sings; yI he runs; ow he puts, XI he comes; he enters, DXN) they run; 
DNI they come; DÀ they dwell. 


5.13 The default vowels in Qal Hollow Perfect Tense 
The Function and meaning of the Qal Hollow Perfect Tense would be the 


same as that of the Strong, main verbs. 


5.14 Conjugation of Qal Hollow Perfect Tense 

i. In the formation of Qal Hollow Perfect Tense, regardless the default 
vowel type in the Qal Hollow Infinitive Construct featuring vowel type 
distinction, the main vowel would take on [Q] (/)), as this vowel is the 
standard head vowel for the Perfect Tense in Hebrew in the Qal binyan, 
Hollow verb or not, thus turning the monosyllabic root into a mixed, closed 
syllable with [QO] (Ap) as the sole vowel, as in the sample words: Dj? 
he got up (he rose up); Wj? they got up, without having to display the 
middle consonant. 

_5.6- ii. When adding consonantal pronominal sufformatives (personal pronoun 
suffixes) to the verbal root to configure the Qal Hollow Perfect Tense, 
the rules of Propretonic Reduction of the head vowel in pluralisation shall 
apply. In the case of Hollow verbs, the standard vowel [OQ] (PAP) for 


Vowel Scheme in Qal Hollow Perfect Tense 


o> ov x2 SUP NIT 
mp mọ nyi mp wi 
DP mọ ps3 ppp any 
mpo me nsa np = AN 
map oma onsi npp N 


wP m OI bop Wor 
omp onpw onsz onu DN% 
map mab s3 pop mS 
aap mw ND bip Om 
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Hebrew Perfect Tense would be used as the head vowel, which would be 
replaced by [O] (M5) in vowel reduction under the effect of accent shift. 
The process of abdication of the rear consonant would take place in vocalic 
sufformative conjugation; no propretonic reduction of head vowel is required 
when adding vocalic (vowel) pronominal sufformatives to the verbal root, 
however. As a rule, monosyllable word, verbs as well as nouns, is immune 
to vowel reduction in vocalic inflection. 

iii. Also applicable are Rules for Quiescent Consonants for x" Px) 
or III-® position which rejects W35. 

iv. As Hollow verbs are treated as Stative verbs, a sample of statvie verb 
conjugation is give below for comparison. 


Sample of Qal Hollow Perfect Tense 
or Biconsonantal or 1/*"Y (Stative) Verb 


ee aD zae aie) ain =e 


mop m3 mna TNR s 
mop D723 Dn nop TNN 
mop n233 nyn mep pron 


IP ae a ep AN 


Wup w3 Yn a aN 
ompp 00733 ofp oppup oN% 
TEMP D723 «PT mop TS 
mop op pom n>up yw 


if? 
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5.15 Default vowel scheme of Niph'al Hollow Infinitives 

i. The Meaning and function Niph'al Hollow verbs would be the same as 
the main, regular Niph'al binyan. 

ii. Not commonly found in currency in the "]"3N, the inflection or conjugation 
of Hollow verbs in the Niph'al binyan operates along the same logic as 
in the main Niph'al binyan. 

iii. As in the main derived stem, the Niph'al binyan idiosyncratically adopts 
double prosthesis: the [M] (TT) and the [3] (0) in each verbal form, 
where the prosthesis [3] (1) would be assimilated into the head consonant 
of the root and expressed by a W35, leaving visible the [M] (T) playing 
the role of key prosthesis. As there are two [OO] (MNW) in a row 
(contagious shewa), the [Ọ] (NTW) under the prosthesis [7] (MT) would 
be reduced to [°O] (PT). Thus the default vowels for Niph'al Infinitive 
Absolute of Hollow verb would be as in the sample words: (a) DAPI, 
(b) DP. A sample of the Niph'al Infinitive Construct (generally, most 
of the passive stems would have similar form of the Infinitive, that is 
construct and absolute share the same form) in Hollow verb for the root 
Ta: p27 to be established or to be firm. 


5.16 

The vowel scheme in Niph'al Hollow Infinitve Absolute would be used to 
setup the Niph'al Hollow Imperative Mood and the pronominal preformatives 
for the second persons, both genders, singular and plural, would be added to 
the verbal root to configure verbs for the Niph'al Hollow Imperative Mood, 
as the vowels in the sample: opn you would be raised. 


5.17 Vowel Scheme of Niph'al Hollow Imperfect Tense 
i. The vowel scheme in Niph'al Hollow Imperfect Tense, just like the Niph'al 
strong, regular verbs, where one of the double prosthesis [m] (TT) is 
relinquished while the [3] (713) remained assimilated and expressed by a 
WT in the head consonant of the root, the pronominal preformatives the 
IDN would be prefixed to the root, occupying the head position vacated 
by the prosthesis [m] (iT). 
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ii. Conjugations would be similar to that E 
of the strong, regular verbs, covering Niph’al Hollow Imperfect Tense 
vocalic — sufformative, consonantal a A a 
sufformative and zero vowel 
sufformative inflections by using the 
same sets of pronominal prefixes the 


IDN and the suffixes my. 


5.18 The vowel scheme in Niph'al Hollow 

(Passive) Participle 

i. As Niph'al is a passive binyan, hence 
there would be no active participle 
for the Niph'al derived stem. The 
vowels used in the base unit of 
Niph'al Hollow Infinitive Absolute, 
which is a combination of [1+O] 
adn ompa) would be used to 
configure the Niph'al Hollow (passive) 


hn ons 
msn TAN 
p22 mN - 3.9 - 


Niph'al Hollow Participle 
Hollow Strong 


M22 oyp genders, singular as well as plural, would be 
EE identical with the Niph'al Participle in the 
p>) n-Sup3 strong, regular verbs. 
maz) m>upa 


Participle, as expressed in the Table. 
ii. Declension for pluralisation for both 


5.19 The default vowels of Niph'al Hollow Perfect Tense 
i. Conjugation for the Niph'al Hollow Perfect Tense would be similar to that 
in the strong, regular verb. 
ii. A helping vowel [1] son D53), which could be written as [O] (707 
o>), would be required in the Niph’al Hollow Perfect Tense to setup the 
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consonantal sufformative conjugation. Inflection for the vocalic sufformative 
and the zero vowel sufformative would be similar to the pattern resembles 
that in the strong, regular verbs. 


5.20 The Intensive Hollow Verbs: The Background to Polel, Polal, 
Hithpolel 

i. As a general rule, there are three members in the Intensive Stems: the 
Piel (Pa'el), Pu’al and the Hithpa’el. The Hithpa’el correctly should 
come under the Reflexive Stem; for reason of practical purpose and 
convenience, it is placed under the Intensive stem in this study. 

ii. The Intensive Stems of Hollow verbs would undergo a different 
mechanism of vowel utilisation. 

iii. For reasons that Hollow verbs are single and closed syllable (CVC) 
verbs; moreover the middle and only vowel in the syllable could not 
be doubled or utter twice in speech, therefore the rules for the Intensive 
Stems requiring the doubling of the second, middle consonant (which 
now serves the role of a vowel) in speech and to mark out the presence 


- 5.10 - 


Vowel scheme of 


Niph’al Hollow Perfect Tense 


= Nw 
mz. Teo NT 
maa. pvp TD% 


moins) Nop an 
ee e i 
W Yup) N 


omna) on>up) D08 


Tn) (ppup mAy 


WÀ «WYP? N 
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of WIT in the middle consonant in writing would not make sense in the 
Hollow verbs. 

iv. In compensation, the vowel [1] (89 0577), which in effect is the 
default vowel for the Infinitive Absolute of Hollow verb, is being assigned 
the role of prosthetic head vowel along with reduplication (repeated) of the 
abaft consonant of the root in the Hollow verb instead, making it appears 
some what like a geminate verb; thus giving rise to three new formats: 
the Polel (Pi’el / Pa'el), Polal (Pu’al) and Hithpolel (Hithpa’el). 

v. Again, nomenclature is a source of nightmare. For instance, the Polel, 
essentially is the same as the Pi’el (Pa'el), apparently known as the Pilel 
in Gesenius and BDB; but it is not mentioned in other grammar textbooks. 
Whereas Polal, which in effect is the same as Pu’al, which in turn is the 
passive of the Intensive binyan the Pi’el (Pa'el), appears to be the same 
as what is called Pulal in the New Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance. 

vi. These three stems, sometimes known as minor stems, would have the 
same function and meaning as the three main Intensive Stems. 

vii. Nevertheless, a choice is available in conjugation for the Intensive Stem 
of a Hollow verb, namely were it to be inflected in the same vowel ee 
pattern as the Pi’el (Pa'el) and Hithpa’el binyanim where the double middle 
consonant is implanted by an epenthesis [°] (71°), which is written with a 
WaT, and it would be inflected just like a Pi’el (Pa'el) or Hithpa’el verbs. 
In so doing, it must be aware that this format resembles the Hiphil with 
its own default epenthesis [YO] ROn 11): The differences would be 
WaT or no W35. 

viii. Or the hind consonant of the syllable would be unfolded by replication 
(written twice) to express the presence of WaT instead. 


5.21 Default vowel schemes of Polel Infinitive Construct (Active, Intensive 
Hollow verb) 

i. As the vowel [1] wor o5) is assigned as the vowel in the first 
but open syllable, the vowel [O] (773), indicative of an active binyan, 
occupies the second syllable created by reduplication of the last consonant 
of the root, thus forming the pair of default vowels for the Infinitive 
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Construct of Hollow verbs in EVNE OVINA 
the Intensive Stems, example: omp 


oa i | 
i DNP to raise up op 
ii. There are two sets of these: i 


(a) one set for the active forms; 
(b) another set for the passive 
forms. The vowels for the Intensive Hollow Infinitive Construct of all 
the Hollow verbs (or three minor stems) are shown in the Table. 

iii. NOTE must be taken that the pair of default vowels in the Polel 
stem is rather similar 
to pair of default Default Vowel Pattern for 
vowels used in the Polel (Active Intensive) stem 

Polel Stem 


Qal active participle. 
Students should not 
let themselyes be 


omp 


confused by this = nP 

eee feature. or} pr 
=" 

52 mule 


The active binyanim are 
Polel, and Hithpolel. The 
pair of default vowel would 
be [OH] OSRIR 
DDM) but, unlike the 
counterpart of each of 


op 
TDP N 
DIDP TMY 
map on 
WAP AN 
WNP N 
ona P ONS 
TP TIN 
WP ArT 


these in the main intensive 
stem, no WT is needed 
in the middle consonant, 
as these verbs would have 
two similar consonants 
at the end of the root 
instead of WAT. This is 
the most important feature 


cuL waa 
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of the Hollow verbs. By 
virtue of this, some of the the reflexive Hithpolel Stem 
biconsonantal verbs would 


Default vowel pattern of 


Hithpolel 


appear to be like geminate 


verbs, vice versa. on pnt 
BPN 
5.23 npn 


Hollow verbs’ in the Dap 


intensive stems, active as 


opn NIT 
TAPT N7 
DMDPIT TNN 
mp pron 
NPT DN 
API W 
DyyNppI DNX 
DADP TWN 
ANPI VN 


well as passive, together 


with the reflexive stem, 
would assume the vowel 
pattern of Minor Stems: 
Polel, Polal, Hithpolel. 
Some geminate verbs may 


also assume these patterns, 


as geminate verbs are by 


- 5.13 - 


nature monosyllable verbs. 


5.24 
In conjugation, that is when personal pronoun suffixes and prefixes are being 
added to the verb, there would be an abdication of the stem vowel in the 
Polel stem resulting into [O] (MN), appearing identical as in cases where 
vocalic (vowel) suffixes conjugation would 


Default vowel scheme of 


be required. 


Polal (Passive) Stem 
Polal Stem 


5.25 
omp 


In cases where consonantal sufformative 
conjugation would be used, shortening 
of the stem syllable into [Ọ] (92 NIW), 
a peculiar manipulation in Hebrew 


opr 
pp 
omp 
map 


conjugation, is necessary. 
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5.26 
Take note that having a [ì] Pw) in the middle consonant of a verb would 
not necessary must be a Hollow verb. 


5.27 
These formats of the minor stems would function in meaning and usages in 
the same manner as the binyanim of Pi’el (Pa'el), Pu’al and Hithpa’el in the 


main intensive stems. 


5.28 The Causative Binyanim of Hollow Verbs 


i. Most of the Vowel scheme of 
monosyllable, Hollow Causative Hollow Infinitives 
verbs in the Vn 


are expressed in the 


Causative stem. In DPT + 
the case of the Hiphil opn Dph) 
strong, regular verbs, Dp mph) 


the head prosthesis 
assumed a combination of [Mm] with the vowel [O] C3), 
indicative of active binyan, in the pillion as stem vowel for 
Hiphil Infinitive Absolute, and the vowel [PO] (07T No) 
for the role of default epenthesis in the Hiphil Infinitive 
Construct, while the Hiphil Hollow verbs take on [M] formation 
as the default head prosthesis with the same sets of vowels 
for role of the stem vowel Hiphil Hollow Infinitive Absolute 
and Hiphil Hollow Infinitive Construct respectively. 


5.29 The default vowel scheme of the Hiphil Hollow Imperative 
Mood 
i. The base unit for vowel format in Hiphil Hollow Imperative Mood 
is identical with that of the Hiphil Hollow Infinitive Absolute. 
ii.Onto this base unit, suitable pronominal afformatives would be 
added to the verbal root to configure various Hiphil Hollow 
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Vowel scheme of 


Hiphil Hollow Imperative 


opT SUPT 


pT “Supa DN 
pPI  DwWwpI Dp% 


mp7 mop TAN 


Imperative verbs, while the default head prosthesis would be 
immutable. 


5.30 The default vowel scheme of Hiphil Hollow Imperfect Tense 
i. Conjugation of the Hiphil Hollow Imperfect Tense would be similar to that 
in the Hiphil strong, regular verbs, by using the identical set of pronominal 
preformatives and affixes the [T° 
and m3”. Rules for abdication 
Vowel scheme 


of the hind consonant in vocalic Hiphil Hollow Imperfect Tense 
sufformative conjugation would 


- 5.15 - 


not be applicable, as the default 
epenthesis [O] (ese pT) 
is immutable so is the head 
vowel [QO] (Pap), atop which 


sits the pronominal preformative, 


op Op? 
opp SUPA NT 
Dpp DuPM TAS 
mpn *Supn DX 
Dp = UPN ON 
wp? abwp. an 
peke aae e e a TT 
wpn wpn ons 
mpn mpypo TAN 
Dp | OPA mN 


occupying the position vacated 
by the default [77] (NT). 

ii.In consonantal sufformative 
conjugation, a helping vowel 
DOJ NA DNO) is inserted 
before consonantal sufformatives 
in the Hiphil Hollow Imperfect 
verb. Propretonic reduction of 
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head vowel would not take place, as there is no shift of accent involved 
in this case. 

iii. Zero vowel sufformative conjugation would be similar to that in the 
Hiphil strong, regular verbs. 


5.31 The default vowel scheme of Hiphil Hollow Active Participle 

i. Hebrew participles outside the Simple stems would be given a 
signatory prosthesis [3] (07%) as the head syllable. 

ii. As Hiphil is an active binyan, there would be passive participle 
for the Hiphil stem. 

iii. In zero vowel sufformative conjugation, the base unit is given 
the vowel [O] ("T8) in the head leading the default epenthesis, 
which is immutable. 

iv. Declension of the feminine singular, which is vocalic sufformative 
conjugation, follows the passive [OQ] (Pp) ending pattern, 
while declension of 
the feminine plural 
and masculine Hiphil Hollow Participle 
plural would be the 


Vowel scheme in 


- 5.16 - 


same pattern in the mapa Soup TAS 
regular, feminine ERARA n>upn ms 
nouns. Rules mp p-S-upn Ons 
for propretonic npn mbwa TNN 


reduction of head 
vowel would be 
applicable in vocalic sufformative declension. 


5.32 The default vowel scheme of Hiphil Hollow Perfect Tense 
i. Conjugation for the Hiphil Hollow Perfect Tense would be similar 
to that in the Hiphil strong, regular verbs, covering the three forms 
of sufformatives: the zero vowel sufformatve conjugation, the vocalic 
sufformative conjugation but the rules of abdication of the hind consonant 
and shortening of the stem, pillion vowle would not be applicable to the 
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Vowel scheme of 
Hiphil Hollow Perfect Tense 


Dp Dw NIT 
mop LF NT 
mapa pup TDN 
min noupn ms 
‘map Apap `N 
Yop on WoT 


ono roon Ons 


mPa pts TIAN 
[> i a} 


pI Dyp mN 


Hiphil binyan as the default [TO] (non TT) used in the Hiphil binyan 
is immutable, and finally, the consonantal sufformative conjugation. 
ii, A helping vowel Ñ] (N O47), which could be written as [O] 
mon odin), is inserted before consonant sufformatives to set up the 
Hiphil Hollow Perfect Tense. - 3.17- 
5.33 The default vowel scheme of Hophal Hollow Infinitive Construct 
As far as Hophal verb is concern, while the head prosthesis would assume 


Vowel scheme of 
Hophal Hollow Infinitives 


op = upa 
op = Supa 


a combination of ‘rT, Hollow verbs are treated as stative verbs in the stem 
vowel, thus its pillion vowel would be [O] C3). 


5.34 The default vowel scheme of Hophal Hollow Imperative verb 
Interestingly, there is so far no record of Hophal Hollow Imperative Mood has 


been known. 
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5.35 The default vowel scheme of Hophal Hollow Imperfect Tense 
i. The consonant 1 (MTT) in the prosthesis WT of Hophal Hollow verb would 
be exchanged with one of these: ]IN"X, the pronominal preformatives of 
Hebrew Imperfect Tense in order to setup the Hophal Imperfect Tense 


Hophal Hollow Imperfect Tense 


opr = UP. UP? 


opna upm  bbpno oT 
on = upm = Supm TDN 
ama MPH opn my 
ops =o upx  OVPN ON 


SIRs apy ea e E 


mya mpipo mopo J7 
apn Ẹbupn upm 98 
mya mpi mipýpn TIAN 


op o Supa) up) am 


for Hollow verbs. 

ii. Apart from the need to prefix pronominal preformatives the ]JS, the 
stem vowel would response to the affixing of pronominal sufformatives 
in compliance with the rule of abdication of abaft consonant of the root, 
mostly involving vocalic sufformative conjugation while shortening of stem 
vowel would take place in cases where a shift of accent takes place during 
consonantal sufformative conjugation. In cases of zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation, the relevant pronominal preformative the Į}M°N would be 


employed. 
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Vowel scheme of 
Hophal Hollow Participle 


Dpr FI 
mpn np nipa AN 
Dpi opp) oP Ons 
mapin mioupa mibypa max 


5.36 The default vowel scheme of Hophal Hollow Participle 
i. As Hollow verbs are monosyllable verbs, the rule of 
propretonic reduction is not applicable. 
ii. Declensions in the Hophal Hollow participle, which is a passive 
binyan, but follow that of the Qal Active Participle in the respective 
format. -5.19- 
iii. The signatory [3] (073) for participles outside the simple stems 
replaced the [M] (87) in the default base unit in the zero vowel 
sufformative declesion and to be used for declension of other Hophal 
Hollow participles. 


5.37 The default vowel scheme of Hophal Hollow Perfect Tense 

i. The Meaning and function of Hophal Hollow Perfect Tense would be 
the same as the main, regular verbs in Hophal binyan. 

ii.The observable part of differences between strong Hophal and Hollow 
Hophal lies in the prosthesis, which is expressed as AT in Hollow 
Hophal, but it is depicted by iJ [hoh] or 7 [hu] in the strong, regular 
Hophal verbs in the Perfect Tense, whereas the stem vowel remains 
constant, compliance to the rules of abdication of hind consonant of 
the root in vocalic sufformative conjugation while the prosthesis, as a 
general rule applicable to all binyanim, is immune to inflection; and 
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regular Hophal verbs. 


p17 
mAT 
napa 
mPa 
mAT 
apan 
omp 
pap 


anp 


207 


Tup 


co SS ae 


woPT 
on2uPy 
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Vowel scheme in 
Hophal Hollow Perfect Tense 


SUPT 


m2upT 


n>upt 


"PORT 


reduction of stem vowel in cases of consonantal surfformatives would 
take place with or without a shift of accent during inflection. Zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation would be confined to the third person masculine 
singular as in the case of inflection of the Perfect Tense in the regular 
verbs. Generally speaking, except for the presence of a different prosthesis, 
the conjugation of Hollow Perfect Tense would be the same as the strong, 


qom 


Ons 
Tans 


VY 
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The Infinitive Absolute: “APA 


How to use the Infinitive Absolute 


6.1 

The Infinitive Absolute was dropped out of use in post Biblical ~6,1- 
Hebrew. It is almost absent from Qumran Hebrew. Strictly speaking, 

the Infinitive is the base of the verb across multiple languages. 


6.2 The Nature of the Infinitive 

An infinitive is the brute or natural, uninflected, basic form of a verb, 
hence the term plain verb came about. It expresses the basic idea or 
notion of an action, thus a verbal noun, yet not a full verb. It shares 
the functions of a verb and a noun; therefore, it is not marked for 
number, gender, person or tense, and it is used with auxiliary verbs or 
precedes a finite verb but follows an Imperative or a Participle. It is 
not limited by the specific limitations of the finite verb. The Infinitive 
is the base form of the verb on to which affixes would be added 
to devise other forms or tenses of the verb. As such, the Infinitive 
Absolute could be understood and termed as the bare Infinitive of the 
Hebrew language. 


6.3 
There are, as the case in English, two infinitives in the Hebrew 
language: the Infinitive Absolute and the Infinitive Construct, and the 
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two forms are not generally interchangeable, behaving rather similar 
to that between the full infinitive and the bare infinitive in English 
grammar. Each form might have very different functions but the line 
between them might not be absolute. All seven stems of the Hebrew 
verbal system have two infinitives: the Infinitive Absolute and the 
Infinitive Construct under each binyan. It seems that in cases where 
a root of the verb, mostly in the Passive form of a verbal root, which 
does not have an Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive Absolute might 
assume that role. 


6.4 

The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute is not inflected for person, gender or 
number except the preposition [1] (11) and the interrogative 1 (Ni7) 
as in DYDNT to eat (II Samuel 19:42/43) DD DD) AD to be 
able (Qal infinitive absolute, Numbers 22:38; II Chronicles 32:13, 
both came with the interrogative 7); howbeit in Ezekiel 28:9 “TNI, 
which probably is the only occurrence of a word in the Infinitive 
Absolute taking the Article. 


6.5 

Since the Infinitive Absolute is not inflected, there is no paradigm 
for conjugation under the Infinitive Absolute apart from the default 
vowels, a pair for each binyan. 


6.6 

The total number of occurrence of the Qal Infinitive Absolute in 
the NIPA or the J'N is slightly more than five hundred times. 
Frequency of occurrence of a particular verbal form does not affect 
its significance in a language. 


6.7 
When found in use in Biblical or Classical Hebrew, the Infinitive 
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Absolute could serve the following purposes: 
(1) for emphasis; 
(ii) for duration; 
(111) as Imperative (deonitc use of the Infinitive Absolute); 
(iv) contemporaneous action with the controlling verb, and 
(v) other function which an Infinitive normally could do in a 
language, and with others. 


6.8 Usage and Purpose of the Infinitive Absolute 
I. For emphasis 

The Infinitive Absolute may precede or follow a Perfect or 

Imperfect verbal form of the same root (WwW) identical with the 

controlling verb—sort of appearing twice—in order to emphasise 

the idea, notion or meaning of the main verb. A popular example 
of this form of usage comes from the Hebrew Bible: Min 

DAMM you man (2ms) will certainly die; to death you will die 

(Genesis 2:17; II Kings 1:16). The two words should be in the 

same stem while the second word is in the Imperfect Tense or 

the Future Tense (as the finite verb), which in latter day Israeli 

Hebrew it is used as the Imperative in informal language. 

a. In the sample above, no equivalent of it in the English 
language has been in use; a suitable meaning would be 
determined by the general sense of the possible range of 
meaning in the context in relation to the controlling verb 
of the sentence. 


AIN DRN NOY) DV NYTT PYM Genesis 2:17 
mnan maama JP 0473 7D 
Jay TON Jon OTIT) mR Judges 4:9 
mym 2337772 NVN 


: Jeremiah 36:29 
DNIT PISTON 
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( ney conventional approach to 
Hebrew grammar utilised the third 


person masculine singular Perfect Tense as 
the base form for the regular, strong verbs 
and also the lexicon form for two-syllable 
words; the Infinitive Construct is used in 
the case of single syllable verbs, the Hollow 
verbs and few other irregular verbs. But 
this is not a natural nor logical approach 
to the verb. The uninflected nature of 
the Infinitive is the natural base form of 
the verb. As in the case with the English 
language: the Present Tense, the Past 
Tense, the Past Participle and the Present 
Participle, all of these forms are derived 
from the Infinitive by adding various 
verbal suffixes to the bare Infinitive. The 
Past Tense of the word “walked” does 
not come from “walking” by removing 
“-ing” and replacing the three letters with 
“ed”; rather the word “walked” is formed 
by adding “ed” to the bare infinitive 
“walk”. By removing the preposition “to” 


from the full infinitive “to walk”, bare 
infinitive is formed. Other verbal suffixes 
would be added to the base, the Infinitive, 
to install or configure other forms of 
the verb as required. A book thus far has 
been found, written way back in 1869 
by Solomon Deutsch: A New Practical 
Hebrew Grammar (New York: Leypoldt 
& Holt, 1869), which mentioned the 
Infinitive Construct as the basis for the 
Imperative and Imperfect (p44, p51-52, 
p57), but it offered no further investigation 
into the vowel system as a default scheme. 

Once the student has learned up the 
vowels scheme used in the Infinitives, both 
the Infinitive Absolute and the Infinitive 
Construct of the Hebrew language, and 
the default vowel patterns (DPI) of 
each derived stems of the verb, he would 
he able to manage, use and control 
other forms of the Hebrew verb: the 
Imperative, the Jussive, the Cohortative, the 
Imperfect, the Perfect and the Participles. 


b. In Modern Hebrew, the Infinitive Construct in a sentence 
preceding an Imperfect Tense is used to achieve a similar 
purpose, which is known as tautological infinitive (also 
known as paronomastic infinitives) in vernacular Yiddish 


usage. 
Il. For duration 


When the Infinitive Absolute follows the controlling verb, it 
expresses a sense of duration or continuation of action, as the 
meaning expressed in the sample words: “ATAY “AN (Judges 
15:2, see also 1 Samuel 2:30, 1 Samuel 20:21, Jeremiah 23:17, 
Ezekiel 28:9). Other examples of similar use of the Infinitive 
Absolute include: YPY AVAW (Job 13:17; 21:2; 37:2; Isaiah 
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6:9; 55:2; Jeremiah 31:18), along with others. 
III. As the Imperative 
The Infinitive Absolute may be used by itself to function as 
the Imperative mood of a verb, substituting a finite, controlling 
verb. Such way of using the Infinitive Absolute is no stranger 
to languages. Out of well over 800 occurrences of the Infinitive 
Absolute in the "J", close to forty of them are used as the 
Imperative—just as the way the bare fnfinitive is used as the 
Imperative in English—spreading from the Pentateuch to narrative 
writings to prophetic compositions, especially in Jeremiah which 
takes up about one-third of the usage of the Infinitive Absolute 
as the Imperative. Given an understanding that the Infinitive 
Absolute is closely similar in function to the bare infinitive in 
Modern English, at least, if correct, the use of the Infinitive 
Absolute, which is the base form of a verb, as the Imperative 
is comprehensible; where the bare infinitive is used as the 
Imperative in Modern English and as a fact also observed in 
many proto-Indo-European languages that the bare form of the 
Infinitive is used as the Imperative. Also, the Imperative Mood 
could be replaced by the use of the Imperfect Tense, at times, in 
situation where the use of the Imperative might be unsuitable as 
it could be considered as impolite. An examples of the Infinitive 
Absolute is used as an Imperative: 
Awap? naw nny nw 
Keep the Sabbath day to make it holy. (Deut. 5:12) 


- 6.5 - 


The Infinitive Absolute used as the Imperative included the 
following words: 
ANN to say, to relay, to tell, to inform, etc. 
VAW to hear. 
“nw / nw to observe, to keep, to preserve. 
“Any to bind up; to bundle up. 


riginally in its written form, the 

Hebrew language did not display 
vowels. Showing the vowels did not 
come about until the later half of 
the first millennium of the Christian 
Era. A pair of two vowels is assigned 
to each forms of the verb. Diverse 
attempts have been made to understand 
the mystery underscoring the two 
vowels in each form of the verb—the 
Infinitive Absolute, the Infinitive 
Construct, the Passive Participle, the 
Active Participle and the Perfect—one 
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distinguish pair of default vowels is 
assigned to each of these five primary 
forms; whereas the Imperative, the 
Jussive, the Cohortativeandthe Imperfect 
are derived from and organised under the 
same default vowels used in the Infinitive 
Construct of each binyan. As an inherent 
pair, the two vowels constitute a default 
scheme. View in this way the vowel 
scheme in the Hebrew verbs would 
be regular, consistent and predictable. 


muy 

xw 

32 

7793 

np? ‘mp? 
NNI 

DT 

DP 

wp 
TAYT 
ony 

22w77 
mAT 
P/N 


- 6.6 - 


to make; to cook. 

to carry; to bear. 

to confine; to shut in 

to melt away, 

to take 

to write. 

to remember. to commemorate, 
to go near, approach. 

to make sacrifices; 

to install; to appoint; to put in place 
to come to an end; to terminate. 
to rise early. 

to die; to put to death. 


to go; to walk; to leave. 


IV. Contemporaneous Action 
Two Infinitive Absolutes could be used together with a Perfect 
Tense or Imperfect Tense of a verb to express two verbal actions 
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occurring simultaneously. 

V. Other Usage of the Infinitive Absolute 
a. The Infinitive Absolute could be used as a gerund, 

expressing the idea of the verb in place for a noun. 

b. The Infinitive Absolute could function as an adverb, 
modifying the verb when used with the controlling, finite 
verb. It hints at the idea of doubt, possibility or necessity 
expressed by the verb. 

. The Infinitive Absolute may be used as a substitute for a 
controlling, finite verb with the tense, person and number 
shown by the context. 

d. Be alert that there are a number of adjectives that 

share the identical default vowels with the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, as the vowels in the sample word: S 
enormous. 


G 


6.9 

Normally, a verb which ends in one of the strong gutturals (such as 
M and Ð) in the Infinitive Absolute, the vowel 13122 MDS (pathach 
furtive) must be placed under the last guttural consonant and uttered 
before it (T or Ð, usually treated silent), similar to a guttural follows 
a long vowel, a sample word of this: now (Jeremiah 7:25), YVIY 
(Isaiah 6:9) [shalo’ahk, Shamo’a; and not shalohka]. One more example: 
mown, (Esther 3:13). 


6.10 Form and Default Vowel Scheme of the Hebrew Verb 

Unlike other languages where the vowels are given as part of a word in 
its spelling, the orthography, verbs and nouns alike, but a pair of fixed 
vowels is given in the Hebrew verb by default—but not written out—to 


oyaT SST Oyen Oya Sya Syp2 Sy 


<— Read from right to left 
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each verbal mood, forms and tense and the deuce vowels would 
be applicable to the same form of different verbal root. Therefore, 
it is necessary to discover and think of the Hebrew verb in terms 
of default vowel scheme. Fortunately, in each derived stem of the 
verb, there are only five pairs of these default vowels, known as 
the primary default vowel schemes, and four more known as the 
secondary default vowel schemes. Each pair, however, unfolds into 
what would be known as the derived stems, seven of them, but 
quite similar in form and structure to the parent vowels. The default 
vowel schemes are known by the name of the vowels used in the 
name of each derived stem of the verb in the Infinitive Construct, 
as shown in the following (look at the vowels, the pointings, that 
is, the niqqudim). 


6.11 

The vowels—a head vowel (in addition to a prosthesis) and a stem 
vowel or the theme vowel (the pillion vowel)—in each binyan would 
be given by default; the type and class of these vowels are reflected 
in the name of the pair of vowels used in each stem, which in turn 
will determine the type and category of verbal stem, whether it is 
Qal Imperfect, or Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperative, and so on, taking note 
of the presence or absence of W3 and or weak consonant together 
with the NNW. 


6.12 The Default Vowels for the Qal Infinitive Absolute: “Apr 
The Infinitive Absolute is used alone or absolutely without inflection. 
For the Hebrew Infinitive Absolute in the Qal 7223, the strong verbs 
as well as the weak verbs, the default vowels are given a [Q] (VAR, 
a long vowel), employed beneath the head, open, simple syllable 
(TUW), and the vowel Ñ] (NP 057: a long vowel) which is 
used in the second (the pillion), mixed, stem syllable (N3203) 
as the vowels in the sample word: “AP infinitive, except for 
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Hollow Verbs, which are mostly 
single-syllable verbs where one of WeypmanttencyNecolttce DPA 
these three: [1] (P23) or D] (Ndr +0] axon DNP) 
DAM) or PO] (857 pT), as the : sia ie 
case might be, is given as the sole, SSSamnple Ons p 
default vowel in monosyllable roots. 

The deuce of [+0] (NOA Dorn pp), must be taken together as a 
basic unit to be used in the Qal Infinitive Absolute. Thus it could be 
seen that actually the Qal Infinitive Absolute is the base form of the 
Hebrew verb as the Infinitive Absolute would not go through inflection 
of whatsoever sort. Hence, in the Infinitive Absolute that default 
vowel scheme is seen most stable, consistent. Whereas the vowel 
pattern in the Infinitive Construct constitutes the basic vowel pattern 
for use in the secondary forms, which would be used in the Imperative, 
the Jussive, the Cohortative and the Imperfect Tense, including the 
wav consecutive, the wayyiqtol and weqatal. Different pairs of default 
vowels would be used to configure other verbal forms, such as the 
Participles and the Perfect Tense. - 6.9 - 
6.13 

For the Qal 7°33, the default vowel scheme of the Infinitive Absolute 

changes little even in roots with weak consonants; at the most, the 

stem vowel [5] (Ndr p>4n) could be written or shortened to [O] 

(0 ph) in certain cases, as a sample of this: 732 to build, 

which is supposed to be written as 7133. The deuce [1+0] (NOn 

miraia Ae) is fairly consistent in application throughout all weak 

verbs in the Qal ]7™33, and, in some measures, including the Infinitive 

Absolute of Niph’al and Pi’el (Pa’el) binyanim. There would be no 

conjugation or inflection is to take place with the use of the Infinitive 

Absolute. 


6.14 
As a general rule, therefore, regardless the nature of the consonantal 
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root, whether consisting or no strong, guttural or weak consonants, 
a pair of vowels has been assigned by default to the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, which would be immutable. 


The Qal Infinitive Absolute in "Ð verbs 


yA viol pin Tax wp 
aw in) 3p Tiny DDK 
iON 


6.15 

A simple comparison of a sample of verbs with weak consonant 
in the root and with different default vowels would be helpful to 
get a quick understanding of the vowel pattern in the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, and subsequently, for all other derived stems of the verb. 
When using the Infinitive Absolute, it is not necessary to adjust the 
vowels, especially the NIW at the presence of weak consonant in 
the verbal root, as there will be no conjugation or inflection to take 
place with the use of the Infinitive Absolute. 


- 6.10 - 


6.16 The Niph’al Infinitive Absolute 
There are two formats of Niph’al Infinitive Absolute: 
(a) One of which has a [3] (3) as the key or signatory prosthesis 

(a syllable combination 
of consonant J (J7J) and ee a 
[O] (SN), which is 
shortened to [O] (Pm) DUP [+9] Qal 
in compliance with the wp? [+03] Niph/’al (a) 


rule for contiguous D°81W wp [1+02]  Niph’al (b) 
when it is prefixed to a 
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verbal root). The prosthesis would be prefixed to the root as 
a single unit, used to enhance the verve or quality of the verb. 
This form of the Niph’al could be given a name: Niph’al (a) 
as a matter of convenience, which is used only as the Niph’al 
Infinitive Absolute. With a change of the pillion vowel, it used 
as the base of a verb to configure the Niph’al Passive Participle 
and the Niph’al Perfect. 


(b) The second format, in addition to the default [2] (J13), it has one 
more lead prosthesis [iT]-a syllable combination of consonant M 
(NXT) with [O] (NW)-and the two becomes a unit of 1m, where 
the first of two contiguous "NNW is reduced to [O] (P0) as 
required by the rule for contiguous DNW and the consonant [3] 
(713) would be assimilated into the head consonant of the verbal 
root, displaying one WaT in the head consonant of the root. 
This situation is somewhat like having double prostheses merged 
into one. Shall we call this Niph’al (b)! The assimilation of 
the prosthetic [3] (71) into first consonant of the WW virtually - 6.11 - 
forced the head syllable of the root which dangled the [Q] YAP) 
to remain open, as the vowels in the sample word: Dup, as 
VIWT to swear (Numbers 30:3); JIT to give (Jeremiah. 32:4; 
38:3) When the consonant (the head consonant of the WW) 
next to the [3] (713) happens to be a laryngeal (DMN) or one 
that resists doubling of the WAT, no assimilation of [3] (719) 
would take place, to illustrate: HONT to assemble (II Samuel 
17:11); nyn to plead; to pray (I Chronicles 5:20). The [Ọ] 
(PAP) in a way is closely related to the Qal Infinitive Absolute 
and the Niph’al is a member of the Simple binyan. 

(c) Some Hebrew grammar textbooks give only the Niph’al (b) as 
the Niph’al Infinitive Absolute. 
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6.17 The Infinitive Absolute of the Intensive Stems: 

Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al 
For practical purpose, there are three 
07122 grouped under the Intensive stem: 
the Pi’el (Pa’el), Pu’al and the Hithpa’el 


Dup [0+Ọ] Qal (the Reflexive stem). 
DWP [1+O+0] Pi’el 
DUP [O+0] Piel 


6.18 

There are two forms of Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Absolute: Namely: 
(1) wp; Gi) Sup. When and how these two would be used, 
there appeared to have no clear underlying rules. Both of the two 
forms could be used as the Infinitive Absolute for the Intensive Active 
stem of Pi’el (Pa’el) verbs; but it is the second form that is used 
for both the Infinitive Absolute and Infinitive Construct. Mention 
has been made that the vowels given in Pi’el (Pa’el) would be the 
combination of [0+O] (*T$+j39777), where the WIT is omitted due 
to the guttural which is actually the default vowels assigned to the 
Hebrew Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense, third person masculine singular. 
In the Intensive stem of Aramaic, the vowels in the D stem, which 
is equivalent to the Pi’el (Pa’el) stem in Hebrew, in fact employs 
the combination of [0+0] (*TS+WI7+MNB) as the default vowels in 
Aramaic Pa’el binyan Perfect Tense, third person, masculine singular. 
Merely to explicate, the word 32ND in Hebrew Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive 
Absolute is 3MD; and it is the Aramaic Intensive Stem, the D 
stem Perfect Tense, third person masculine singular; whereas the 
Aramaic Intensive Stem, the D stem, the Infinitive of the same 
word is: T2MD. Hence, in a way it rendered the Pi’el (Pa’el) in 
Hebrew should be aligned more akin to Pa’el. 
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p"y 7 z fe S A 
Geminate m8" Ay ? (cl) (vd) >p 


D2 mA sep MA Jaa om wp 
ma NBN PUP 


6.19 

Ostensibly, the vowel pattern in the Intensive stem is characterised by 
the presence of PUJ WaT (dagesh forte), doubling the middle consonant 
of the verbal root in the pillion, stem syllable (023573), which takes 
the vowel [O] (FINE) as stem vowel in Pi’el (Pa’el) as well as Pwal 
while being led by the vowel [O] (MN) in the head syllable, forming 
a combination of [0+0] (*T8+WIT+TINB) as the basic unit of vowels 
for the Pi’el (Pa’el). Only the third person masculine singular he, or 
zero vowel sufformative conjugation for that matter, would the Pi’el 
(Pa’el) verb take [O] (T8) as stem vowel. This rule is applicable in - 6.13 - 
Hithpa’el as well. In fact, in most cases of the Intensive and Causative 
stems, the vowel [O] (FIND) would serve the role of stem or theme 
vowel of stative verbs. 


6.20 

The default vowel for the head, simple syllable in Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan, 
the vowel [O] (FINE), is also used in the Infinitive Absolute and other 
forms of Pi’el (Pa’el) verbs, including the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive 
Construct, the Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect, the Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperative, the 
Piel (Pa’el) Participle. Only in the Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense that it 
is to be changed to [O] (27711), for want of a sample word: Sy, 
hence the term Prel 


6.21 
As a general rule, the default vowels in Prel (Pa’el) is rather 
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consistent: it is preceded by a [O] (FIND) in the first syllable, and 
totes a [O] (TS) with a WIT inserted in the lead consonant of 
the pillion syllable, as shown by vowels in the sample word: Sup 
CTS+WIT+HNE) combination. This deuce of vowels is to be used 
to configure the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct as well as all other 
forms of the verb for the Prel (Pa’el) “rI that are related to 
the Infinitive or the infinitive dendrites, such as the Imperative, the 
Imperfect and the Active Participle. There is no passive participle for 
Pi’el (Pa’el) verbs. 


6.22 

The default vowels for the Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense, apart from the 
[O] (20T) in the prosthesis, there would be another [O] (MNS) in 
all other conjugations except for the third person masculine singular 
he, zero vowel sufformative, which employs the vowel [O] CX) as 
the pillion, stem vowel. This signatory feature of the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
verbs could be easily identified, but it demands attention whenever 
the consonant of the pillion syllable is led by a guttural or weak 
consonant, in which case, it would not tote a W35 and or NDW, but 
the rule of compensatory lengthening or virtual doubling and the 
rules for composite NIW would be applicable, to unfold the point 
as “MWI. Z made augury (Genesis 30:27) 


6.23 

The vowel [O] (FIN) is also used as the stem vowel for the Pu’al 
verbs in almost all forms: the Infinitives, the Imperative, the Imperfect 
as well as the Perfect, both genders and numbers, except the Passive 
Participle as there is no active participle for Pu’al verbs. 


6.24 
For which vowel would be used with the prosthesis of the Prel 
(Pa’el) binyan namely the ]"F°8, the pronominals for Performative 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UEH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER SIX: The Infinitive Absolute 139 


Conjugation or the Imperfect Tense, or the consonant [7] (073) in the 
Participles outside the Simple Stems, the rule of contiguous D°X)W 
would not be called to play as there would be no contiguous D°NNW, 
therefore all prostheses in Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al would retain the 
default NDW under the Prosthesis. The only exception is the [N] (FPR) 
when it is used as the prosthesis for the first person singular common 
gender I in the Imperfect Tense, which required [QO] (TH PUT) 
beneath it. 


6.25 

For Pu’al Infinitive Absolute, the vowel pattern in the word phi is 
used. The key feature of Pu’al binyan is known by the presence of the 
vowel [O] (P22) under the head consonant of the root, that is, the 
head syllable, serving the role of a default prosthesis, and it employs 
fo] (MON o>17) as the stem vowel placed on the shoulder of the 
pillion syllable in the Pu’al stem, as the vowels in the sample words: 
Sup, aria. The vowel in the head consonant serving as the prosthesis 
a not subject to change in all forms of the Pu’al stem even when 
additional prosthesis would be prefixed or added in front of it, as in 
the case of the Imperfect Tense and Participle for the Pu’al verbs, as 
the vowels in the sample word for this: IRD’, The vowel [OQ] (FANE) 
is used for other verbal forms in Pu’al verbs: the Pu’al Imperfect, the 
Pu’al Perfect and so on in the zero vowel sufformative conjugation. 


- 6.15 - 


6.26 
Correctly speaking, there has been no clear attestation for Pwal 
Infinitive Absolute and Pu’al Imperative in the "IN. 


6.27 

The Infinitive Absolute of the Reflexive Stem 

As a matter of convenience, the Reflexive stem is placed under the 
Intensive stem owing to the default vowel of the pillion, stem syllable 
of the verb in Hithpa’el which is identical to that of the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
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verbs. 


6.28 

Verbs in the Hithpa’el stem could be easily recognised and used as 
these verbs are augmented with the prosthetic syllable MN attached 
to the front of the root. The vowel [O] (2°) under the prosthetic 
consonant [M] (NT) is due to the rule for contiguous D°8NWY, which 
is already given by default. 


6.29 

Without the prosthesis, verbal roots of the Hithpa’el 7722 share the 
identical vowel pattern as that of the Pi’el (Pa’el) ]’35, both the head 
syllable of the tri-consonantal root and its pillion syllable, including the 
presence of a W35 in the conjugations of all verbal forms: Infinitive, 
Imperative, Imperfect, Participle and the Perfect Tense of Hithpa’el. 


6.30 

In cases where the middle consonant of the root is a guttural or 
laryngeal which could not load a W359, the rules for compensatory 
lengthening and or virtual doubling without lengthening the proceeding 
vowels shall be applicable. 


6.31 

For the Hollow verbs, the sole default vowel could not be doubled in 
the Intensive stem hence no WIT would be employed, but duplicating 
the consonant is a substitute, apparently some form of it. No Infinitive 
Absolute of the Hollow verbs in the Intensive stem has been discovered 
from the "34; nevertheless, the Infinitive Construct for the Intensive 
stem of the Hollow verbs has been given a combination of [O+0] 
C3507 o517) as the vowels in the sample words: miaj for Polel 
verbs, and a another pair of [0+0] (MM5+70N on) for the polal 
form of the Intensive Hollow verbs, as the vowels in the sample 
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word: oap. Details on Hollow verbs could be referred to Chapter 
5 of this monograph. 


6.32 

The Infinitive Absolute of the Causative Stems 

For default vowels, the Hiphil Infinitive Absolute schleps a 
combination of [0+0] (73+TN5+77) 

where the head syllable Mī serves as the ore eae 
prosthesis. This combination is only used 

in the formation of the Hiphil Infinitive pale) Dee] Cel 
Absolute, as the Hiphil Infinitive Construct SupA [0+7]  Hiphil 
would use another set of default vowels, a 

combination of [O+T] (PE MTHNNE+HTI 

Nbr, which makes up the basis to install all other verbal forms, tenses 
and mood for the Hiphil binyan but mostly used in the zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation. 


6.33 
In most cases of the Imperative, non- 
Qal stems would take [O] CX) as 
stem vowels led by the prosthesis [3 eimul Verb type 
oF each respective stem, weather it Supa bp 
is the active or passive form, except r p 
monosyllable verbs, stative verbs and WOM M/D'Ð "Ð verb 
n/p"5 verbs. For the latter two, it is S37 "5 
the vowel [OQ] (FB) that plays the swan Va 
role of the stem vowel in the pillion ea 

w " " 
syllable of the verb. Note must be n? amu: 2" verb 
taken that it is only in the Hiphil EEE 
binyan that vocalic conjugations mo17 my 
would not induce an accent shift. pp y9 Hollow 


Strong 


aS ony Geminate 
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6.34 

Default vowels in the Hophal Infinitive Absolute have been given a 
combination of [O+O+i7] ("TS+N11Y) where the syllable [iT] is the 
default prosthesis for Hophal binyan, as the vowels in the sample 
word: Supa. 


6.35 

The Infinitive Absolute of the Weak and Irregular Verbs 

More details of the weak and irregular verbs are given in Chapter 
Ten, a chapter devoted to these topics. The Infinitive Absolute in 
the weak verbs category, with the exception of single syllable verbs 
and all "> (lamedh) verbs (n/p ms x”), would use the same 
vowel pattern found in the name of each respective stem. 


6.36 

For N/V" verbs, while the [Q] (Pp), which is the base head vowel 
for the Infinitive Absolute in the lead of the WIW, it totes the vowel 
[O] CTX) that mounts at the pillion syllable as stem vowel, adding a 
nJ MMB (patach furtive) just before the last guttural consonant. 


6.37 
For 7" verb, [QO] (PA) leads at the head and [O] CTS) rides at 
the pillion as the stem vowel. 


The Qal Infinitive Absolute weak verbs 


nian = Raa maa Nea Mow Ana Dwup 
139 Dw 
Dip 
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6.38 

In the case of Hiphil verbs, except for Hiphil Hollow (1/*"Y) verbs 
where the [Q] (PpP) is given as the head vowel with [O] (TS) as 
stem vowel, and first-” (first-yod) (1/""5) (peh yod) verbs in the Hiphil 
binyan which load the syllable 17 as prosthesis with [O] ("T8) as stem 
vowel, all the other Hiphil Infinitive Absolute weak verbs carry [O+0] 
CILIN) combination as default vowels. Seemingly, the vowel [O] 
(FANE) is used as the default head vowel in the Hiphil binyan of all 
verbal forms, except the Hiphil Perfect Tense. For Hollow verbs in all 
other stems would carry [5] (sor o5), which actually is the sole 
vowel in all Hollow verbs, as stem vowel with no other head vowel 
as Hollow verbs are monosyllable verbs. 


6.39 

For "Ð verb, [Ọ] (Pf) leads at the head syllable with [Ọ] 
(371°) as stem vowel, forming a deuce of [0+0] CT3+7Mp) default 
combination. 

- 6.19- 

6.40 

Of all the verbs in the Hebrew Bible the SJ” only a handful of 
these verbs that have all the binyanim in currency. A full list of these 
verbs are readily available in most of the Hebrew grammar textbooks. 
The major one are given below. The Infinitive Absolute of the these 
verbs could be easily obtained by toting the default vowels on to each 
one of them. 


"pa Ty on 3 pps 


6.41 

To tie up the loose ends, the Infinitive Absolute in Hebrew, as in other 
verbal stems, utilises a specific set of default vowels to indicate how 
it would operate in a sentence. The set of specific vowels, in the 
case of the Infinitive Absolute, is reflected in the word for Infinitive: 
“pr, at least in the Qal stem. The default vowels for other stems, 
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likewise, would be found in the vowels of the nomenclature of 
each stem, which actually is in the form of the Infinitive, allowing 
room for adjustment of names as in the case with Prel (Pa’el), 
which could be known as Pa’el, the actual name used in Aramaic 
for the same binyan. In stems that do not have a clear form of the 
Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive Absolute would be used for that 
role. The magic of the whole enterprise of the Hebrew verb is not 
just the name; more importantly, it is the vowels inherently given 
in the orthography of the name. The sooner a student discovers and 
recognises this the sooner would he be able to master Hebrew: to 
read and to use it. 
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The Infinitive Construct: mia> 


7.1 sF- 
Usages of the Infinitive Construct: 0NA Dyan 
By nature the Infinitive is the base form of a verb but neither 
a full verb nor a noun though it has the potential to function as 
either one. Much like the full Infinitive of English, the Infinitive 
Construct in Hebrew is used: 
i.as subject of a verb (substantive use of the Infinitive 


Construct); 
ii. as object of a verb (predicative use of the Infinitive 
Construct); 
iii. to offer complementary clause to the controlling and finite 
verb. 


iv. to express purpose (such as to, in order to, for the purpose 
of); 

v. The infinitive may be used to express the purpose or goal of 
the action or state of being of its controlling verb. It answers 
question such as "Why?" which looks ahead to the anticipated 
and intended result. 

vi. to denote an action which is about to happen, generally the 
outcome (or ramification), produced by the controlling verb 
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the prompting a sense of urgency. This usage is usually used 
with MYI (to become, to be, expressing a relationship, quality, 
condition, availability or situation, general truth; a verb quite 
similar but not totally identical in usage to the verb to be in 
English); 


vii. to express a temporal idea: when, while, and others; 
vill. for instrumental, obligatory, or manner of expression. 


7.2 Additional Notes: How to Use the Infinitive Construct 


a. 


The Infinitive Construct could be used as a noun or a verb. It 
may, unlike Infinitive Absolute, take both subjects and objects. 
A noun following an infinitive may be either the subject or 
object, though the subject is more likely. Pronouns may be 
suffixed to the Infinitive Construct. 

Inseparable preposition like 3, 5, > (252) could be attached 
to the front of the verb as shown in the sample word: mw 
to guard; moar from to trust of (Psalms 118:8). Temporal 
clause could be formed by attaching 3 (13), 733 (073) and 
or D (Ð) to the Infinitive Construct. 

With the use of the preposition > (7799), it turns the Infinitive 
Construct to function somewhat like the English full Infinitive 
that a wide range of meanings, such as purpose or result clause 
could be formed. This is the most frequently used of the 
Infinitive Construct in Modern Hebrew. 

Personal pronoun (pronominal) suffixes for the verbs could be 
added to the Infinitive Construct to form verbal clauses. Such 
suffix may function either as the subject or as the object of 
the infinitive. 

In a special combination, the infinitive (+9 < read this 
way) is used for the expression of “to be about to become; 
set forth to become” “to be compelled to”, and the like. 
The Infinitive Construct may be used like the English gerundial 
meaning with the addition of "-ing" when it does not have 
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person, gender, or number expressing a process of the verb. 
g. A negative infinitive clause is formed by placing Ia so 
as to not.., or in order not..., before the infinitive construct. 
h. In Modern Hebrew, the Infinitive Construct preceding an 
Imperfect Tense is used for emphasis as the way the Infinitive 
Absolute does, which is known as tautological infinitive in 
vernacular usage in Yiddish. 


7.3 The Base Form 

As a mnemonic cue, the pattern of basic, default vowels of each 
derived stem of the verb (133), including that of the pillion, stem 
syllable, is already reflected in the name of each binyan, and the 
head vowel of each binyan is given by default, which is immutable. 
Taking as an example, the Qal Infinitive Construct, the head vowel 
is always a 91 NNW; so is the same with the vowel assigned to the 
prosthesis of each binyan. The apostrophe inserted in the English 
name of each respective binyan hints at the location of a hidden 
wat. This cue is useful when a given root has a weak consonant 
or a laryngeal in the 'Y position, which means mostly involving the 
Piel (Pa’el), Pu’al, Hithpa’el, the Hollow verb (including Polel and 
Polel verbs) and the Geminate verbs. The vowels are given by 
default in pairs of two vowels. Time well spent to study the vowels 
in the Infinitive Construct will be a great pay off later. The magic 
is that the Hebrew language speaks vowels in pairs of two! 


Vowel scheme of the Infinitive of the seven derived stems 


Pop DPT UPN OYE bya upr uP 


7.4 
As observed earlier on in Chapter One 1.18, the default vowels 
given in the Hebrew Pi’el (Pa’el) by convention is a pair of [O+O] 
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n Aramaic, the particle 5 is 

likewise used with the Aramaic 
Infinitive; but the prosthetic 13, 
which is prefixed to the root but not 
in feminine ending in the derived 
stems, is more conspicuous in 
Imperial Aramaic to indicate an 
Infinitive, seemingly more so in 
later dialects of the language, as in 
Ezra 5:2, the verbal root 732 in 
the Infinitive is prefixed with 72: 
NIIN to build. 

It seems that verbs in the derived 
stems in Aramaic would carry a 
feminine ending, as in the sample: 
23), both in Pi’el (D) and Hiphil 
(H) conjugations by suffixing MT- to 
the root; and A in feminine construct 
form. 
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(TS+2°T77T) where the WIT is 
omitted—due to the presence of a 
guttural which might have induced 
virtual lengthening to have occurred— 
is in fact the default vowels assigned 
to the Prel Perfect Tense third 
person masculine singular; not the 
Piel Infinitive per se. The actual 
default vowels for the Hebrew Pi’el 
Infinitive is given a pair of [O+O] 
CTS+WI 7+) as shown by the 
vowels in the sample word: Sup, 
>53 to praise (I Chronicles 
7:6; Ezra 3:11); 53273 when to 
speak (Genesis 27:5) thus the Pi’el 
Infinitive Construct in Hebrew would 
be sounded as Pa’el. It may be 
more practical to rename the Pi’el 
to Pa’el binyan if one is to insist 


that the Pi’el binyan should be studied from the perspective of the 
Infinitive Construct as the base form of the verb. 


7.5 


Given in the Table the highlighted syllable (CV and or CVC 
combination) at the head of the verbal root as the verbal prosthesis 


of each binyan is not part of the verbal root. 


Each binyan would 


be known or named by the prosthesis together with the default 


vowels. 


7.6 


The Infinitive Construct is understood as the verbal building block 
in Hebrew, as the word B°213 5y would suggest. The default 
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The Infinitives of the Strong or Regular Verbs 


DYD 
Sopa S wpm Sepen o E 


use) 


Supa Sup 


vowels in the Infinitive Construct could be used independently without 
reference to the Infinitive Absolute, however. In the case of Qal 
Infinitive Construct, the two vowels [O+O] (91 NNW+70N o5) 
constituted a pair of default template to configure all other infinitive 
derivatives, as shown in the vowels in the following samples: 


Sup or M222 


Tel 

The Preposition a (m3 is optional: it is not part of the Infinitive, 
but a sign of it, quite similar in shape to the to in the English 
Full Infinitive to build or to sing. In the "3N, it is used with the 
Infinitive Construct in most cases. The rules of contiguous D°X11w 
would be applicable to the [O] (X3 NNW) beneath the consonantal 
preposition 2. In this particular sample word, the vowel [}] apn 
xon) is used because the word ma coincidentally is a m5 
verb. 


7.8 

The Infinitive Construct of the Simple binyanim: 

Qal and Niph’al 

As far as the pattern of vowel scheme goes, the shape of the Qal 
Infinitive Construct is actually a shortened form of the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, acknowledging that there is no lack of dissident on this 
view. Its mechanic is very simple: the vowel [OQ] (V73?) under the 
first consonant in the Infinitive Absolute is shortened to [O] (NW 
YJ), as in the case with construct state of the noun. The pillion 
vowel the [O] (ein p>4n) in the Qal Infinitive Construct is the 


sia 
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shorten version of [ì] (XDN n>4n), as expressed by the vowels 
in the sample word: n23(9) to build, which is the Hebrew word 
for the Infinitive Construct. 


7.9 

In the Qal binyan, except for the Qal Perfect Tense and the Qal 
Participles, the pair of default vowels in the Qal Infinitive Construct 
is going to be the base form for the construction of Qal Imperfect 
Tense, the Qal Imperative, the Qal Cohortative, the Qal Jussive and 
the Qal Wav Consecutives (these are also known as the Infinitive 
derivatives). The pattern would be applicable to all other binyanim 
as well. Be sure to make adjustment to the [O] (93 NNW) if the 
head consonant of the verbal root is a laryngeal or a guttural, or 
any one of the weak consonants. 


7.10 

The vowels in the Infinitive Construct of each verbal stem, such 
as the Pi’el (Pa’el), Pu’al, Hiphil and so on would be used as the 
way it is used in the Qal binyan to setup the other verbal forms 
under each binyan, for instance, the Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperative or Pi’el 
(Pa’el) Imperfect, etc. The pattern of the two default vowels—there 
are only a few pairs in each binyan—together with the consonantal 
prosthesis held the secret code to the mystery of the vowelisation 
of the Hebrew verbs. 


7.11 

In the Qal binyan, when a given verbal root is headed by a guttural 
or a weak consonant, it is imperative to adjust the [O] (Y3 NW) 
to a composite NIW in the head syllable which the verbal root 
inherited by default from the Infinitive Construct. When this 
happens, it calls into play the NNW rules to change the default 
head [Ọ] (V2 NW) beneath the first consonant, which is vocal, to 
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a suitable composite NIW. Only eight weak consonants, splitting into 
two groups, heading a verbal root are involved in this manoeuvre: 
9-9-0-M-N (the SYMIN letters). These consonants are known as 
guttural consonants or the laryngeals. Verbs which carried any one 
of the following batch of consonants: N-1-3-" (the ND“ consonants) at 
the head of the verbal root are also classified under the weak verb 
category. Verbs under the latter category required special attention 
for assimilation, transformation or abdication of these consonants. 
When more than two weak consonants are present in a verbal 
root, the weaker one of the two takes the preference in terms of 
classification. 


7.12 
By the same principle, whenever a weak or guttural consonant is 
present in a position other than the head of the root, the composite 
shewa rules and dagesh rules shall apply. 

a de 
7.13 
In some binyanim, mostly the passive stems, which do not have a 
sample of the Infinitive Construct, at least not being found in the 
"]'3—probably because sentences composed in the NWP” or "N 
did not warrant the use of those forms of the Infinitive Construct 
thus are not attested—the Infinitive Absolute is used instead. 


7.14 

The Niph’al Infinitive Construct 

The Niph’al binyan is the passive form of Qal stem. Hence, it is 
the Simple Passive, but often acts like a transitive verb. Verbs in 
Niph’al could be used as reflexive verbs. In most cases of the 
Infinitive derivatives, the Niph’al is given a [O] C3) as the stem 
vowel, which in effect it is being treated like an active voice. 
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7.15 

The Niph’al format (b) (wp) of the two Niph’al Infinitive 
Absolutes is used as the Infinitive Construct where the prosthesis 
[3] (773) is already assimilated into the head consonant of the verbal 
root, leaving the prosthesis [M] (Ni) visible with [O] ((T3) as the 
theme or stem vowel to constitute the default base unit, as shown in 
the sample word: Supt. Except in the Niph’al Perfect Tense and 
Niph’al Participle would the [3] (7733) resurface, having abandoned 
the [M] (Ni) all together. In addition to the tri-consonantal root, the 


Infinitive Construct for Niph’al 7°12 


vowels of the double verbal prostheses at the head of a Niph’al verb 
would not subject to changes or mutation during conjugation. 


7.16 

On the other hand, the Niph’al format (a) OWP of the Niph’al 
Infinitive Absolute is used as the base for the Niph’al Preterite with 
[O] (MND) as the theme or stem vowel; and for Niph’al Participle 
with [Q] (V73?) as the key, pillion vowel. 


7.17 

In Hebrew verbs, it is more or less as a rule that the vowel [O] 
(MND) is the key or theme vowel for the Perfect Tense: only in the 
Past Tense of the "5 verbs (two groups of them) would there be 
a deviation from this general pattern; and the vowel [Q] (PP) is 
always in one way or the other linked with the Participle, especially 
the passive participle, playing the role of pillion, stem vowel. 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZOZ UEH TAS 


cul vad 


own FINS 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


CHAPTER SEVEN: The Infinitive Construct 


7.18 

In the case of the Imperfect Tense, verbs outside the Qal binyan 
would generally carry the vowel [O] (°73) as the stem, pillion vowel, 
especially the active form of each stems, as it could be seen in the 
Niph’al Infinitive Construct. 


7.19 

The basic principle is such that the vowels in the Infinitive Construct 
of each stem would be used to install the Infinitive derivatives or 
the secondary forms of a verb, to wit, the Imperative, the Jussive 
the Imperfect, etc. 


7.20 

Infinitive Construct of the Intensive Stem: 

Piel (Pa’el) and Pu’al 

The default vowels for the Intensive stem is discernable from the 
nomenclature of the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct, which stocked 
a [O] (MMB) at the head, open syllable (7727 MNS), whereas 
in the mixed, stem syllable (N23) it anchored a [O] CTS) and 
simultaneously embedded a PIM Wl atop the stem vowel. 


Infinitive Construct for Hithpa’el 1™13 compared with Pi’el 


moa osya PT a omo UP 
mint Sen OPN TIENT om Sypnn 


7.21 

Only in the head syllable of Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense would the 
vowel [O] (PMT) is used; for all other forms, viz the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
Infinitive Construct, the Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperative, the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
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Imperfect and the Pi’el (Pa’el) Participle the vowel [O] (MN) is used 
as the head vowel, deriving the default vowels from the Pi’el (Pa’el) 
infinitive Construct, whereas vowel for the stem syllable is always a 
[O] (°73)—as normally the way non-Qal binyanim would have while 
a PUM WIT hovers over it, which combination has almost become 
the key signature for Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al verbs. The prosthesis of 
each form would be prefixed to the root with out mutation to the 
default vowels in the Intensive binyanim. 


7.22 

The presence of PIM WIT suspending overhead of a [O] (773) would 
affect verbs which root has any one of these 5-9-m-M-ļN consonant 
in the 'Y position. The dagesh rules, namely, the compensatory 
lengthening (cl) or virtual doubling (vd), shall be called to duty in 
these cases. 


7.23 

For verbs in Pwal binyan, the head vowel is always a [OQ] (3D); 
and the stem syllable is identical with that of the Pi’el (Pa’el) 1733: 
a [O] (TS) loaded with a PIM WAT dangling above it. The Pwal 
Infinitive Construct has not been found in used in the "IN. 


7.24 

The Infinitive Construct for the Reflexive stem is identical with that 
of the Piel (Pa’el), but with the addition of the prosthesis MM, a 
key signature for all active reflexive verbs in Hebrew. 


7.25 

Infinitive Construct of the Causative Stems: Hiphil and Hophal 
There are three prostheses in currency in the Causative binyan: one 
for the Active Causative, namely iM; two for the two forms of Passive 
Causative: J and M. 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UEH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER SEVEN: The Infinitive Construct 155 


Infinitive Construct for Hiphil 7°33 


mp som moat Saa mow awin Ssd tayT Spo 


7.26 

The key feature of Hiphil binyan, the vowel [O] (2°77), does 
not necessary appear in all verbal forms of the Hiphil binyan. It 
shows up only in vocalic sufformatives or in conjugation that does 
not involve the use of pronominal suffixes such as in the Hiphil 
Infinitive Construct, the Hiphil Imperative second feminine singular 
(2fs) you lady and second masculine plural (2mp) you men, the 
Hiphil Active Participle masculine singular (ms) man or masculine 
plural (mp) and feminine plural (fp) men and women; the Hiphil 
Imperfect Tense third person masculine singular (3ms) and third 
person feminine singular (3fs) he and she, second person masculine 
(2ms) and second person feminine singular (2fs) you man and lady; -7.11- 
first person common singular (lcs) I, third person masculine plural 
(3mp) those men, second person masculine plural (2mp) you men, 
first person common plural (Icp) we; Hiphil Perfect Tense third 
person masculine singular (3ms) and third person feminine singular 
(3ms and 3fs) he and she; third person masculine plural (3mp) they. 
The only exception to this pattern is the second person singular 
masculine (2ms) you man in Hiphil Imperative, used as the stem 


Infinitive Construct for Hithpa’el 1™13 compared with Pi’el 


mbr smo bgn ama 
MPT xwaNT SPENT 7IENT omy yp 
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vowel, which does not schlep vocalic suffixes but loads a [O] (*T3). 
Once again, more suitably, the Hiphil could be renamed as the Haphil 
stem, as hinted elsewhere in the study. 


7.27 
Thus far only a handful occurrence of the Hophal Infinitive Construct 
had been found in used in the NYPA or the T". 


Only a handful of Hophal Inf Const have been found 


ngam 
ny? 
TWT 
TWT 


ma 


7.28 The Infinitive Construct of Hebrew weak verbs 

A sample of Qal Infinitive Construct weak verbs: Compare the two 
default vowels with those used in the word: m3, together with the 
composite NIW beneath the weak consonants. 


7.29 

Conventionally, verb form given in a Hebrew lexicon is in the third 
person masculine singular, hence the standard vowel pattern for verbs 
would duplicate the vowels in sample words: 53% for strong and 
dynamic verbs or 3Y for weak verbs, but for many irregular or 
weak verbs and hollow verbs, however, entries in the lexicon are 
given in the Infinitive Construct, thus the vowels for these verbs 
would be identical those in the sample word: mia. In cases where 
a weak or guttural consonant takes the lead in a verbal root, NIW 
rules must be called to duty. 
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7.30 

In the Qal binyan, the head vowel of the Infinitive Construct, which 
by default is given a YJ NNW, will be changed in response to the 
type of weak or gutturals present at the head of the verbal root, 
and most of the non-Qal verbs would carry a [O] (773) as stem 
vowel, while Qal binyan would take a [O] (70M o51n) as the pillion 
vowel. 


7.31 

Except for the presence of a weak or guttural consonant in the head 
syllable of the verbal root, vowel pattern for the Infinitive Construct 
of the weak verbs, in whatever binyan it may be, is fairly consistent 
and predictable. 


7.32 

For verbs of 1/9"5 root in the Qal Perfect third masculine singular, 

only six or seven of these verbs are true "5 verbs that come with 

a [>] 0°) in the '5 position of the verbal root in the Infinitive - 7.13 - 
Construct; for the other verbs conventionally known as 1/9"5 would 

have a [7] (71°) as the head consonant in the Infinitive Absolute. 

The original, true ""5 verbs are shown in the Table. 


7.33 

In the case of "5 verbs, there 

are about well over eighty 1/°"5 Sample of `Ð verbs in 3ms 
verbs in currency in the "3n, ‘byesne eee 
occurring more than six thousand 
times. Some verb ended up in 
the Qal Perfect Tense third 
person masculine singular as 7"5 
verbs but are actually 1"5 verbs 
in the Infinitive Construct, taking 
the Infinitive as the base of the 
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verb. There are only six or seven true 7"5 verbs are in used in 
the 7"2n. 


7.34 
For the Qal binyan, the vowel pattern Original/true “Ð verbs 
for true Ð verbs, that is the seven (in 3ms) 


“D verbs which do not relinquish the 
consonant [°] (7°) appearing in the '5 
position during conjugation, taking the 
Infinitive Construct as the base of the 
verbal root, would assume the standard 
default vowels used in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct, that is, imitating the vowels 
in the sample word: nia; pal is the 
Infinitive Construct; while 3107 is in 
the Infinitive Absolute. 


7.35 

There is one group of verbs which seemingly has a [P] (71°) in 
the lead position in the Perfect Tense where the initial consonant 
[>] (71°) is invisible in the Qal Infinitive Construct, that is, at the 
base of the verbal root. These verbs actually begin like a segolate 
noun with [NOQ] in Qal Infinitive Construct, both dynamic as well 
as stative verb, given a set of vowel pattern similar to feminine 
segholate nouns but without the [7] (71°), similar to the vowels 
given in the sample word: Nw. The initial [>] (71°) is visible in 
the Perfect Tense. Verbs of pseudo-?"5 type also come under this 
pattern. 


7.36 
All together, there are about forty odd 1/°"5 verbs in used in the 
J'N or the NIPA 


‘Postao Arenuer pZOZ UEH TAS 


cul waa 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER SEVEN: The Infinitive Construct 159 


7.37 

Interestingly, when the preposition > ca) is prefixed to the 
Infinitive Construct of these few verbs, the vowel beneath the 
preposition would tote a [OQ] (Mp), as in the sample word: mwas 
to draw near (Jdg. 20:23; Jer. 30:21); np? to pour out (Exod. 
38:27); and a common one n329 to lead a certain way of life, sort 
of zeitgeist (83x); naw> to dwell (31x); nno to give (24x); nnd 
to give (73x); nq? helping to deliver baby; to birth (4x), and so 
forth. 


7.38 

With the exception of 5W° to be straight, which found to have 
appeared in the Qal, Hiphil as well as Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pwal, the 
other *"5 are confined to Qal and Hiphil as they are found in the 
J"3N or STP, and a few of these are in the Niph’al binyan. 


7.39 
The "9 verbs are another type of Tile Gs mae - 7.15 - 
verbs which are given by default Concthict Of oo erb: 


a feminine ending in the Infinitive 
Construct across all binyanim. The 
chief feature of this type of verbs [© Weep, weeping 

is marked by the presence of the to go up, going up 
consonant iT (XTT) at the end of the to answer, answering 
verbs in the third person masculine 
singular Perfect Tense of all binyanim, 
as the verb MIJ he built, hence t° be, being 
derived the name 7" verbs, but to see, seeing 
not so at the base form of the verb 

in the Infinitive Construct where the 

null-onset Mì is given, as shown by the sample word: nia) (to) 
build. 


to build, building 


to do, doing 
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7.40 

Originally, m" verbs did not end in 7 (NT): these verbs actually 
ended in either [P] (71°) or [1] (11) but relinquished it, in which 
place the [7] (Nr) is used instead. The consonant [M] (Ni) is 
added for the role of a vowel; when it does the job of a consonant, 
the [ > ] (mappig) is embedded in [M] (Si) and it looks like M to 
distinguish it from its role as vowel. This dot is not a WA7: it is 
called P~S, in which case the verb is treated as ¥/M"5 verbs, as 
the sample word: a2 exalted. The pan (mappiq) is used as a 
third person pronoun singular both gender, as in MATN he loved her; 
(2 Sam. 13:15; Psalm 119:140); TYTN J shall make known to 
him (Daniel 5:17); Or used as an Interjection, MIN (Jos. 7:7, etc.) 


The Infinitive Construct of the Hebrew "b Verbs 


Sup 


mT SOT SYP 
mba O 3na mow up 


moanq SAn DYPT 
moy ssar moya Dyp 
Sup 
SVP 


7.41 

In the Qal Infinitive Construct for ai) verbs, however, assumed a 
null-onset of Mì anton nD) ending as the base form of the 
verb, example: m3, together with the prosthesis of the respective 
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binyan, if any 


Qal Infinitive Construct for "D and other verbs 


xJ 

mia sen gow on ow ana bbp 
a> nw 
Dap 


7.42 

The vowels of the Infinitive Construct of 1"5 (712 NB) verbs are 
rather consistent with the vowel pattern of the regular, strong verbs 
of each binyan under this group of verbs, in other words, reflecting 
the default vowels in the sample word: mia in the case of Qal 
binyan. There are a few verbs coming under the 1"5 (193 NB) verb 
category, however, are not given this vowel pattern. There are two 
vowel formats for 3"Ð© (J3 NÐ) verbs in Qal Infinitive Construct. 
One of which is given without the 71] in the 'D position, and it takes 
a N ending instead and totes the vowel [O] (MN) as the stem vowel 
as the word: nyo to depart, which in the Perfect third masculine 
singular would appear as YO) he departed; or another one sample 
word: NA to give, which Qal Perfect Tense third person masculine 
singular would be 7] he took. The other format would be given 
the usually expected 773, but ends in Y (7°) as the vowels in the 
sample word: YO to pull out (YOI3 Joshua 3:14); and the 
Qal Infinitive Absolute Y0) as Y0 and to traverse (Genesis 
12:9). 


- 7.17 - 


7.43 
In "Ð (71) NÐ) verbs if the 'Y position is occupied by a guttural 
or weak consonant, and therefore, the 3 (713) does not assimilate. 
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Generally, a 1"5 (71) NÐ) verb is treated as stative verb and totes 
[0] (MND) as the stem vowel. 


7.44 

Geminate verbs, apart from the standard head vowel, world carry 
a pit Wi, resulting from doubling of the two identical hind 
consonants. 


7.45 

For Hollow verbs, except Hollow Hiphil binyan which loads a [O] 
(VAD) in the lead under the prosthesis [M] (Ni) and a [O] (Pnn) 
rides at the pillion forming a pair of [O+O] (2°77 T+773/), all 
other members of Hollow verb would have only one vowel since 
these verbs are monosyllable verb. Each ]°"3 of the Hollow verbs 
(actually only Qal binyan is available other than the Hiphil binyan) 
would schlep the sole vowel following the default vowel type or 
class of Hollow verbs, scilicet, [ì] (PTW), Po] (won poon) or 
À aoa odin). 


7.46 
Special cases of Irregular verbs 


a. The verb TM to give spelt in this manner 
appeared 14 times in the XPA or the TIN, 
is an irregular verb in the Hebrew language; eae 
not a JB (71) NB) verb as such but placed YO NYO 
under this category in most grammar textbooks, Dil Wa 
considered as a special case for study. The YO] Nye 
vowel format in the word: NA to give is the Qal Rw nyw 
Infinitive Construct for JANI to give, which is nw 
the Qal Infinitive Absolute, exhibiting the usual 
default vowel pattern for Qal Infinitive Absolute; 
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its Qal Perfect Tense third person masculine singular is 70 
he took; and twice 711 (Numbers 7:9; Ezekiel 18:16;) being 
rendered as verb Qal Perfect Tense, third person, masculine 
singular. The orthography of the Qal Infinitive Absolute nn 
to give (Deuteronomy 15:10; Judges 8:25; 11:30) also spelt 13 
(Numbers 21:2; 27:7; II Samuel 5:19); and once scripted as 1m3 
to give (Numbers 20:21) as its Qal Infinitive Construct; and also 
once written as JM to give (Genesis 38:9). 


b. The verb np>, to take, is the only verb in the J"2N belonged 
to 5"Ð verb category. It is treated as 2" verbs in conjugation 
in the Qal and Hophal. 


c. For the root qn to go, its Qal Infinitive Construct is ASS: 
while the Qal Infinitive Absolute is TOT to go. 


7.47 

Except single-syllable verbs which used [1] (won nD) in the 
syllable as the sole default vowel, for Qal Infinitive Absolute the 
default vowels would always be [1+O] (89 BDInN+pnp) dyad in 
both the weak and strong verbs. At the level of the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, the few irregular verbs, like any other verbs, regular 
or other wise, load the standard default vowels for Qal Infinitive 
Absolute, displaying the vowels similar to the sample word: pee 
For the Niph’al the prosthesis [M] (NT) is given by default, which 
is immutable in the Infinitive Absolute, Infinitive Construct, the 
Imperative, the Imperfect. In the irregular verbs and the weak verbs, 
Niph’al verbs are generally treated with [O] @3) as stem vowel. 


- 7.19- 


7.48 
Verbs appeared regular in the Intensive Stems, but not necessarily so 
in the Causative stems. In the Infinitive Absolute, the Hiphil stem is 
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given i as the prosthesis, which is immutable. 


7.49 
A quick look at a few more samples of the Infinitive Construct: 


a. so1a | Prep-2 | Verb - Niph’al Infinitive construct - to birth; 
to give birth; to bear, bringforth, beget, gender, travail; (Qal) to bear, 
bring forth; of child birth; of distress (simile); of wicked (behaviour); 
(Niph’al) to be born; (Piel); to cause or help to bring forth; to 
assist or tend as a midwife; midwife (participle); (Pual) to be born; 
(Hiphil); to beget (a child); to bear fruits (fig. of wicked bringing 
forth iniquity); (Hophal) day of birth, birthday (infinitive); (Hithpael) 
to declare one’s birth (pedigree). H3205 Genesis 21:5 

A33 pow nyg Ab Oya aw mxn-y2 of7aN1 T 


wr gS os 


5 And Abraham was a hundred years old, when his son Isaac was 
born unto him. 


b. 1x 103 ,1x m3 24x nn> tae nnd ,14x NM Verb - Qal 
Infinitive construct - to allow; to give, put, set; (Qal) to give, bestow, 
grant, permit, ascribe, employ, devote, consecrate, dedicate, pay 
wages, sell, exchange, lend, commit, entrust, give over, deliver up, 
yield produce, occasion, produce, requite to, report, mention, utter, 
stretch out, extend; to put, set, put on, put upon, set, appoint, assign, 
designate; to make, constitute; (Niph’al) to be given, be bestowed, 
be provided, be entrusted to, be granted to, be permitted, be issued, 
be published, be uttered, be assigned; to be set, be put, be made, 
be inflicted; (Hophal) to be given, be bestowed, be given up, be 
delivered up; to be put upon H5414 
(i) Numbers 20:21 Tay byiwonyg qn) Ty JNA ND 
{p}.2y S80 on 315333 
21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border; 
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wherefore Israel turned away from him. {P} 


(ii) Daniel 12:11 mpi nnd) TAT TWAT NYA N 

vw mitat ta) ndx Domn 
11 And from the time that the continual burnt-offering shall be 
taken away, and the detestable thing that causes appalment set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 


(iii) Genesis 4:12 
JP AM>-nn FAOn-S> INTINN Tyn D > 
PNI i Dn 71 Y) 
12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto 
thee her strength; a fugitive and a wanderer shalt thou be in the 
earth. 


(iv) Deuteronomy 28:55 SWN 19123 “WIN or snx> nh m) 

py Ws plana hga Ab- Oan Sox 
Spayd-523 Jax Jb “fade 

55 so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children 

whom he shall eat, because he hath nothing left him; in the siege and in 

the straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall straiten thee in all thy gates. 
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8.1 The Usage of the Hebrew Imperative Mood -8.1- 


Like the English Imperative, the Hebrew Imperative Mood is used 
with illocutionary force, that is a speech act: 

e to issue instruction, permission or exhortation; 

e to express a direct command or request; 

e to beg for an answer; 

e to seek for a direction, and 

e other meaning of deontic modality. 


8.2 

All of these are general usage of the Imperative. Prohibition in Hebrew 
is also issued in the Imperative Mood, as the case in English, example: 
Do not touch, which is uttered in the bare infinitive. 


8.3 

The Hebrew language allows the use of other ways to express a sense 
of immediate, specific command by placing ON before a verb in the 
Imperfect Tense (the Future Tense). 
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8.4 A Word on the Infinitive Absolute as Imperative 

While the Hebrew Infinitive Absolute could be used as the Imperative, 
it is not inherently an Imperative form; nonetheless in certain contexts 
it could be understood as such to convey a sense of urgency or 
emphasis equivalent to an imperative in the general meaning of it. For 
instance, Numbers 25:17: OMAN ONDM mrang WAS T 
17 Harass the Midianites, and smite them; 


8.5 Form of the Imperative 

a. Like many Indo-European languages, the subject of the Hebrew 
Imperative sentence could only be uttered or written in the 
second person both genders: singular as well as plural. In the 
conjugation for the Imperative Mood, hence, the pronominal 
afformatives would be confined to 513" (second person feminine 
singular (you lady), masculine plural and feminine plural; but 
you man second person masculine singular assumes the zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation). Therefore what we have is: 
Conjugation for the Imperative is limited to second person both 
genders, singular and plural. In essence, the Imperative, the 
Corhatitive and the Jussive are one amongst the generic deontic 
moods 


b. A distinction between dynamic and stative verbs shall be made 
only in the Qal Imperative Mood, the Qal Imperfect Tense and 


Usually, Hebrew grammar textbooks explain that the Imperative mood 
is formed by removing from the Imperfect Tense the pronominal prefixes of the 
second person, singular and plural, both genders. Be that as it may. Since the 
basic vowel scheme of the Imperative of all stems are really the same as the 
infinitive construct of each binyan, it is far more logical and natural to teach that 
the Hebrew Imperative would be formed by adding personal preformatives to the 
Infinitive Construct of each derived stem of the verb. 
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the Qal Perfect Tense. 


c. There would be no more distinction between dynamic and stative 
verbs in non-Qal binyanim. 


d. An Imperative may precede a verb in the Imperfect Tense or the 
Cohortative Mood, a construction that will create a purpose or 
result clause. In this case, the Imperfect Tense will be marked 
with the conjunction 1 (11) and enjoys a similar sense like "so 
that" in English. 


e. Multiple Imperative verbs may occur in succession. The context 
and backdrop of communication shall determine whether or not 
they are related consequentially or sequentially. 


f. A verb in the Imperative Mood may be followed by a verb in 
the Perfect Tense with Waw Conversive. The Perfect verb, in 
this case, may carry the full force of the preceding Imperative. - 8.3 - 


g. In situation where the use of the Imperative might be deemed 
not a suitable expression in the context, at times, as it could 
be considered as being impolite, the Imperative Mood could be 
replaced by the use of the Imperfect Tense which is also known 
as the Future Tense, especially so in Modern Hebrew. 


h. Further, an MO [ah] could be attached to the tail of the Imperative 
to ease articulation known as a paragogic (i.e. added) MO [ah], 
also known as the long Imperative or, in some textbooks, 
alternate Imperative, except verbs that already have a [M] (NT) 
in its root, as in T9 (lamedh heh) verbs. There are about 250 
odds out of 1,700 cases of the Imperative in the Hebrew Bible 
the 7"3 or the NYPA of such construction of the Imperative, 
mostly appearing in the second masculine singular, in Qal Tna; 
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Niph'al moup and Hiphil mowr. Note must be taken that 
the pretonic Qamets [OQ] is a Qamets Hatuf as it has become an 
unstressed closed syllable under the influence of the abdication 
of the hind syllable and reduction of the stem vowel that 
triggers accent shift. In no way would the MO [ah] paragogue 
disrupt the normal function and meaning of the Imperative in 
the sentence as the MO [ah] paragogicum, like the particle XJ 
[na], serves no semantic role other than hortatory emphasis. 


i. In the "IN or the N jp (the Hebrew Bible or the Old 
Testament) the Infinitive Absolute is also used to form the 
Imperative, as in the case the bare infinitive is used in the 
formation of the English Imperaive. 


j. As in English, when the Imperative is used it would direct to 
the second person and is generally null-subject, while the first 
person Impeative is known as the Cohortative, and the third 
person Imperative is known as the Jussive. 


8.6 Default vowels of the Imperative 

The scheme of default vowels for the Imperative patterns after the 
Infinitive Construct of each 77722, both the strong and weak verbs 
as well as the monosyllable verbs. In a way, the the Imperative and 
the Imperfect as well as Jussive and Cohortative are the Infinitive 
derivatives. 


8.7 The Qal Imperative 

Verb in Qal Imperative Mood totes the same pair of vowels as the 
yoke used in Qal Infinitive Construct [0+0] (0m DOIT Ww), as 
the vowels expressed in the word Mì 122 to build where the consonant 
r to is the prosthetic preposition for the Infinitive Construct in 
Hebrew, somewhat like the full Infinitive (to-infinitive) in the English 
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language which employs the preposition to to depict the Infinitve: to 
sing, to walk, etc. The Infinitive Construct in Hebrew, however, may 
be used without the preposition ee especially so in Biblical Hebrew 
or Classical Hebrew. 


8.8 

A comparative scrutiny of the default vowel scheme in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct, the Qal Imperative and the Qal Imperfect Tense for the 
word “AW, as a sample, would be enlightening. The purpose of an 
additional (7) is to show how the original [O] (NDW) beneath it would 
be assiminated in the face of contiguous [OO] (MNW) resulting in a 
[O] (0T) appearing under preformatives the "MN 


THY “3 nha? 
ma-a) Aw WW 
sa-a ay iay 
aang- aw TaY 

mmaw-am) mmay ay 


8.9 As could be seen from the Table accompanied, the Qal 
Imperative: 

(1) would load the same pair of default vowels the combination of 
[0+0] (ROM ODIN+NW), which is identical with the pair of 
vowels used in Qal Infinitive Construct. 

(11) The deuce would be used in all strong verbs as well as the 
weak verbs. Only verbs headed by a weak consonant would 
it be affected by the presence of contiguous [OO] (DNW), 
thus the [O] (NMW) rules shall be applicable. Meanwhile, the 
pillion, stem syllable would schlep a [0] (TOM p>4n) as stem 
vowel for dynamic verbs; and [O] (NB) as stem vowel for 
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stative verbs in the Qal Imperative, as a mark of distinction 
between these two categories of verbs. 


(iii) In the preceding samples of vowel template, the vowel [O] 
(PT) under the }"SS the pronominal preformatives came 
about as a result of contiguous [OO] (DNW), that is when 
two DNIW coming together in a row, the first NNW would be 
reduced to [O] (P7711). For the [O] (NW) under the pillion 
syllable, it is the result of conjugation by adding personal 
pronoun suffixes, the m13", to the verbal root “AW, as shown 
in the sample, which invoked the process of abdication of 
the hind consonant and shortening of the stem vowel. This 
occurs mostly in the vocalic sufformative conjugation. 


piso Stem 


- 8.6 - . l 
“dN Tay Sup Sup Pare 
SDN a Qal 
SiN Bg (Stative) 
w7 ay 2p = apt  Niph’al 
S397 Sup Sup Pi’el 
Pu’al 
Sun 
os Sypnt Sypna  Hithpa’el 
DoT : : 
IT PAYA Aap a 
i a ap Hiphil 
Iwin TYT i 


Supa Hophal 
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8.10 

When the head consonant of a root is a weak consonant, the rules 
for contiguous DNW shall be applicable to shorten the [Ọ] (NW 
YJ) (vocal shewa) underneath the head consonant to a NW "UYT 
(composite shewa) accordingly: [Q] (nA F\OM) for [9] (Y) and 
m o: [OQ] (AID A for [8] (YPN) and [M] (NT), at least 
most of the time. 


8.11 

Exception to this rule would be [Ù] (7792) verbs (5, B/m", x") 
and the few standard irregular verbs. In the case of a ¥/ mS verb, 
the stem vowel would be [O] (NM), as these verbs carried a MJA 
nme (pathach furtive) in the Infinitive Absolute. On the other hand, 
for x"> (III-&) verbs in the Qal Imperative, the pillion or stem vowel 
will be lengthened to [O] (77), as the vowels in the sample word: 


x5 Inf Con 287- 
Sup wp Qal 
wp) 
myI 30T Dyp = Saw  Nipk’al 
moo omy em Sup Sup Piel 
plolp) Pu’al 
Syp 
mann vpn or Hithpa’el 
| 2OPnT 
. NYT 
KA P 
TAT igg “SRR Dop upy  Hiphil 


oup Hophal 


174 


- 8.8 - 


Hebrew Verbal System 


NWA (you) go to find out. 


8.12 

Vowel patterns for the Imperative of all binyamin would follow the 
two default vowels given in the Infinitive Construct of each respective 
binyan. As a general rule, the pillion or stem vowel is such that the 
active stem would take the vowel [O] (798)— including the Simple 
Passive binyan, the Niph’al—while the passive and stative verbs and 
the irregular verbs would load [O] (MMB) as the theme vowel as well 
as the III-Y/n or y/n">5 verbs where the ra laa nme (pathach furtive) 
has been used in the Infinitive Absolute. The vowel [O0] (MN5) is also 
used in Qal Imperative of Guttural I/II and Stative Verbs. 


8.13 
The Imperatives of non-Qal binyanim generally load [O] (73) as 
stem vowel for the Active 0°33, such as the Pi’el (Pa’el), Hithpa’el, 
Hiphil, and the Simple Passive the Niph’al. There is no Imperative 
in the Passive stems, except Niph’al, but as far as the theme vowel 
is concern, Niph’al Imperative is treated like an Active binyan where 
the [O] (73) is used. By the nature of the Passive binyanim (the 
Pu’al, Hophal, even the Niph’al) that it is seemingly impossible to 
issue instruction or command in the passive inflection in real life. 
Howbeit two instances of the Hophal Imperative (a passive binyan) are 
registered in circulation in the TW or the NJP: one in Ezekiel 32:19 
and be thou laid with... m22 (the ending [T] is a paragogic heh), 
and the other: 335m turn, turn back, reverse, in Jeremiah 49:8. 
i) Ezekiel 32:19 "Dyn maim M77 MAYI Ward 0° 
19 Whom dost thou pass in beauty? Go down, and be thou laid with 
the uncircumcised. 
ii) Jeremiah 49:8 "D :]77 "20> nwo YP wma WAT I] m 
AIP! ny oy NNIT wy TN 
8 Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I do 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UeH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER EIGHT: The Imperative Mood 7178 ie 


bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I shall punish 
him. 


The use of the Hophal Imperative in these two sentences are more of 
reflexive rather than downright Imperative as such. 


8.14 

The guttural letters TYTM& (< read this way) do not take W35 and the 
vowel beneath each one of them would cause changes to the DTP 
benearth the preceding consonant by way of compensatory lengthening 
(cl), which allows the lengthening of the vowel under the preceding 
consonant as a compensation for not assigning a WT to the host 
consonant, or virtual doubling (vd) where no lengthening of the vowel 
beneath the preceding consonant while having rejected the W35. 


8.15 

Once the student has learn up the vowel templetes for the Infinitive 
Conctruct of the various binyanim (seven in all), he would be able 
to manage other patterns of the verb: the Imperative, the Jussive, the 
Cohortative, the Imperfect and the Participles. Inflection of the Perfect 
Tense is the least difficult pattern of the Hebrew verb. 


- 8.9 - 


8.16 

The Cohortative Mood 
As for its meaning and usage, the Cohortative is used by a speaker 
to express his own will or determination, intention or desire to do 
a certain action or other deontic 
modality in the first person, thus 
the Cohortative is conjugated for the 
first person only, both singular and 309 root 
plural, both genders, using the same =- =InDN XN I 
set of affixes T—% to embed the : ame 


T- manp] 2 We 
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Infinitive Construct of a root for all O°2"12. In some textbooks, 
the Cohortative is also known as the first person Imperative. 


8.17 

The suffix MO [ah] as a paragogic, however, would not be added to 
m5 verbs, as this category of verbs would have been given a [M] 
(XT) by default and the consonant [M] (NT) could not be doubled. 
The rule of propretonic reduction of the first vowel in pluralisation 
is applicable as there would be a shift of accent in this case, as the 
inflection involves adding vocalic sufformatives to the verbal root the 
ww. Whereas the prosthetic [N] (FPR) is one from the J'N, being 
the preformative for the first person singular for both genders in the 
Imperfect Tense, and the [3] (J13) would be used for the first person 
plural. Under certain condition, the stem vowel for Cohortative could 
take the vowel [Ọ] Ono such as before a laryngeal in is verbs). 


8.18 

These broad principles of vowelisation shall be applicable to all 
derived stems of the Hebrew verb: namely, the active and passive 
of Qal, the Intensive forms (the Pi'el) and the Causative forms (the 
Hiphil), both the strong as well the weak verbs. 


More samples of how the Cohortative is used in the "In: 
Genesis 31:44 

Mm] N MIA NIDA 

let us make a covenant, I and you (you and I). 


Nehemiah 2:18 
(PIS DAP 
Let us rise up and build... 
Numbers 21:22 
TSIS TYY 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UEH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER EIGHT: The Imperative Mood 717° nal 


Let me pass through your land. 


8.19 The Jussive Mood 

Like the Cohortative, the Jussive, also known as the short yiqtol, is 
used to express a wish or a desire of the speaker but for the third 
person singular and plural both genders. Hence, the Jussive is also 
known as the third person Imperative in some textbooks. Often it 
is used along side the particle Ñ) for greater emphasis or hortatory, 
exclamatory purpose. It has the same effect as the use of two of the 
English auxiliaries "let ..." or "May...". 

Example: 

Genesis 16:5 

TPP or mm war 

May the Lord judge between me and between you (between you 
and I). 


8.20 - 8.11 - 


A great number of occurrence of the 
Jussive Mood in the "3 come in 
the third person singular: but a small ae az 
portion of the Jussive comes in the “AW TWaw-F} 
second person. Likewise, the purpose spw snr 
of placeing an additional (MF) is to ae on 
show how the original [9] (STW) aS Sane 
beneath it would be assiminated in TaY T3-Taw-n 
the face of contiguous [OO] (INW) 

resulting in a [QO] (00T) appeared 

under preformatives the ]"N°X. 


8.21 
The same principle of conjugation and operative manner as those 
working in the Cohortative Mood and the Imperative would be 
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applicable to the formation of a verb into the Jussive mood by 
adding to the root the pronominal prefix from the Į"'M°N for the 
third person singular and plural, which vowels are already given by 
defaults in the Infinitive Construct of each respective binyan. 
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YC 
JC 
dug 


sulz 
pnysuop 
oatugu] 


dactu: udactu dactu 


clic. 
cag. 
dag 
dag 


cg 


alora 
Lidlage 
iong 
uidac 
cGic 
eyd. IN 


clad 
cag. 
dad 
clac 


Gag 


1 
or) 
e] 

I 


[end 


budlactu 


nudlac. 
nudac. 
nudac 
nudac 
LUGaC 
Pedy H 


Edain 
udad 
Ddlage 
Ddlaic 
Edag 
CGA. 
qrydry 


x 


jeydoyH 
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The Imperfect Tense and 
The Future Tense: T°nY PAT 


9.1 Meaning of the Imperfectrive - 9.1 - 
Some grammar textbooks would insist that the Imperfective in Hebrew 
is not really a tense as such; rather it is an aspect of the verb or 
expressing a process of it. By the nature of things, verbs could be 
dynamic, stative or fientive. It could be an action that could not be 
repeated twice at the same moment when it did take place, for instance, 
the verb “to kick“ in John kicked at the teacher (once) in the classroom; 
and if he desired to kick the teacher the second time (in the same 
episode), the action would be done a second later—repeating the action 
which was completed but not at the very same moment—the same 
second—by the nature of the verb it would call for a fresh action: 
it is perfective. As against perfective and punctiliar action which 
takes place once at an exact time, an incomplete action means—more 
intimately understood—as a process or an incomplete action by itself, 
suspending between two points of reference time or events, namely 
moving on a time-plane but away from the point in time or events of 
its commencement yet before arriving at its destined terminal—hence 
a durative, a progressive process, for example, “to eat“ could not be 
identical with “eating in terms of grammar of time (tense) and nature, 
such as in: John was eating when I called him last night: John began 
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the acrobatics of his eating by ladling out some food on a plate, 
fetched a spoon and other relevant utensils and came to the table, 
sat down, set into action a chain of motion to scoop up food to 
the mouth. The whole exercise is a process suspending between two 
points, say, from moment he arrived home to the time he placed the 
empty plate after eating into the kitchen basin—that is imperfective, 
particularly in relationship to the phone call he received. Simply put, 
the imperfective as an incomplete action which could not sustain by 
itself so much so that, as a general rule, it is required to lean upon 
another verb, which is usually the independent or main verb of the 
sentence for the time/tense of the action. An event could mark the time 
of the action. Imperfective sentence could entail multiple actions. 


9.2 How to use the Hebrew Imperfect Tense and the Future Tense 
The Imperfective is used in the J" or the NYPA to express an 
incomplete action or in the process of it where the semantic notion 
of which is assigned by the root while its time frame could be in the 
future or the present of the speech time or jolly well could even be 
in the past for that matter; and thus the Imperfect Tense is used as 
the Future Tense, especially in Modern Hebrew. 


The Imperfect Tense is used: 

i. To express a process or an incomplete action denoted by the 
controlling, finite verb, which could be at the moment or after 
the action of the verb; 

ii. To express a repetitive or habitual action; it does not express 
the time or the moment of the action of the verb, that is, the 
moment when the action of the verb would take place, hence 
the time of the action of the controlling verb could be in the 
past, the present or the future. 

iii. In Modern Hebrew, as the Active Participle is used for the 
Present Tense, thus, the Imperfect Tense is used exclusively to 
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function as the Future Tense. 

iv. In Classical Hebrew, the Imperfect Tense could have a sense 
equivalent to the English Present Tense or a Continuous Tense 
howbeit without the auxiliary copula since by default Hebrew is 
not endowed with a scheme of auxiliary in its inventory. 

v. The Present Tense in Hebrew could be expressed, more often 
than not, by the use of the Active Participle, as noted. 


Vowel scheme of the Infinitive of the seven derived stems 


POP DOP vypni SYR OYE SUPT UP 


9.3 The Imperfect Tense 

The Imperfect Tense is one among the four or five Infinitive derivatives, 
at least in Hebrew. To configure the Imperfect Tense, the pair of 
default vowels in currency in the Infinitive Construct of each binyan 
would be used as the base vowels in the construction of the Imperfect 
Tense of each respective binyan. A sample of the default vowels in 
the Infinitive Construct of each binyan, using the word Sop as an 
example, is given below: 

9.4 

The vowel in the head syllable of the non-Qal binyanim which 
constituted part of the prosthesis of each binyan is immutable. The 
consonant of the prosthesis, however, would be occupied by the 
pronominal preformative, the "MN, but the vowel would remain the 
same, as the vowel in these samples: SUP? he will be murdered, the 
third person masculine singular for Hophal binyan; 2ND? they (those) 
will be inscribed, the third person plural masculine for Niph’al binyan 
of AND, a verbal root which has the idea of writing. or to scribe. 
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9.5 

Generally speaking, the stem vowel is given in the Infinitive Construct 
of each binyan, particularly the non-Qal active voice where the 
vowel [O] C3) would be used as the stem vowel whenever the 
configuration of the Imperfect Tense is needed. The Qal binyan is 
given by default a separate set of default vowels, head and stem 
vowels, for all verbal forms: in the case of Qal Infinitive, it is a 
pairing of [0+0] (ARTW 

“OM o>"). In the case of the Niph’al binyan, the zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation would assume the vowel [O] (773), 
resembles verbs in the active voice, but Niph’al binyan takes the 
vowel [O] (FB) in consonantal sufformative conjugation. The vowel 
[O] (FANE) meanwhile is used as theme or stem vowel in non-Qal 
passive voice binyanim, namely the Pu’al and the two forms of 


Hophal. The Hiphil binyan has ---X 
the vowel [O] (sor jo” 1sT) as BES 
its standard epenthesis, which = 
is immutable, stem vowel in : 
the vocalic and zero vowel j 


sufformative conjugations but it 
accepts the vowel [O] C3) in 
the consonantal sufformative inflection. 


9.6 Conjugation of the Imperfect Tense 

The Imperfect Tense has been understood as the preformative 
conjugation for reason of the ]"N°SX. It is found that working with 
the sufformative conjugations would turn out to be more manageable 
instead: naturally, dependent on individual preference. To install the 
Hebrew Imperfect Tense, there are three sets of conjugation that would 
be applicable: (i) the consonantal sufformative conjugation, (ii) the 
vocalic sufformative conjugation, and (iii) the zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation, involving the pronominal preformatives the ]"N"S pairing 
with the sufformatives the "3", making adjustment to contiguous 
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DNI and or Nw F\OM (composite shewa) whenever a weak or 
guttural consonant is present at the head of the root, or for that matter, 
anyone other position of the verbal root. 


(i) There are two members in the consonantal sufformative conjugation 
involved in the inflexion of the Imperfect Tense, namely, feminine 
second person plural you ladies ‘TJ---M) (2fp) and feminine third 
person plural those women i71---1) (3fp), each consists of one pronoun 


prefix from 

one pronoun iT3--- T---1] 
suffix from 

m13" forming a splice of iT3---lM to bracket the verbal root, as the 
vowels in the sample word: TJN, those women/you ladies will 
write, as the Qal Imperfect Tense for 3ND. The same pair of affixes 
mJ--- would be used for the two, namely, second person feminine 
plural and third person feminine plural for the Imperfect Tense of 
all the other binyanim as well. There is no accent shift involved 
in the consonantal sufformative conjugation in the Imperfect Tense 
as the stress remains on the second syllable of the root. The rules 
of contiguous B°SNY would be summoned to duty. 


(11) (a) There are three pairs of pronominal affixes to be used in the 
vocalic (vowel) sufformative conjugation in the Imperfect Tense, 
namely, feminine second person singular you lady `---) (2f8), 
masculine second person plural you men ẹ---F) (2mp), and masculine 
third person plural those men ‘\---” (3mp), as the vowels in the 
sample word: °8°AN 
you (lady) will bring 
for the verbal root 
N3; “InN you 
(lady) will write for 
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the root 203; 18" they (men) will bring, 13ND" they (men) 
will write, AT|NN you men will bake for the verbal root MÐN 
to bake. 

(b) Rules related to pillion, stem vowels are not applicable to 
the vocalic sufformative conjugation as the vocalic sufformative 
conjugation would go through a procedure whereby the hind 
consonant of the root would be abdicated and reused with the vowel 
from the vocalic pronominal to form a new, astern syllable. 


(iii) There are five members in the zero vowel sufformative 
conjugation involved in the Imperfect Tense but each of these 
five is loaded with a preformative from ]"N"S: namely, first person 
singular both genders I (Ics), first person plural both genders we 
(Icp); masculine second person singular you man (2ms), feminine 


Plural 79"9°+ Singular 
amay AAN) TITIAN N 
ODS aman aaa TDX 
TIAN maan an MN 
Ama Annn marr? NIT 
17 mmaa aaan N 


third person singular she (3fs), and masculine third person singular 
he (3ms), as the vowels in: DDN or SDN I will eat (Genesis 
24:33), MENM she will bake, DHIN she will cook, Pi’el (Pa’el) 
of DWI to bake, maw) we will strike for the verbal root NAW 
to strike. 


9.7 A Summary of Imperfect Tense Inflexion: 
The same principle will be applicable to the inflexion of the Imperfect 
Tense of all binyanim, active as well as Passive. 
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9.8 Qal Imperfect Tense 

As far as the vowel pattern is concern, the Qal Imperfect Tense is given 
with a pair of default vowels, as that of the vowels in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct. On to the root various pronominal prefixes, the ]"°S and 
suffixes, the M'I, would be added to install the Qal Imperfect Tense, 
as shown in Table (a). Some textbooks prefer to have the paradigm 
arranged according to the third person masculine singular, as shown 
in Table (b) given in the following page. In so doing, Hebrew 


Qal Imperfect 
Table (b): 


Qal Imperfect 
Table (a): 


Supx Sup 
Sypn opn 
>Supn ae! 97. 
Sup 0PM 
Supn DUPY 
Supa up 
Dupa opa 
m>vpn mapuapn 
uP? ieee 
m>vpn ma?bpn 


grammar textbooks sought to give the student the most 
convenient and easy way to  memorise the paradigm, 
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suiting the need of as many people as possible. 
Either one, it means the same and serves the same purpose. Once 
the student has successfully understood that the Imperfect Tenses 
is a derivative of the Infinitive Construct along the vines of 
default vowels, the rules and mechanism of conjugation choosing 
from one of the three: zero vowel sufformative conjugations, 
consonantal sufformative conjugation and vocalic sufformative 
conjugation, there would be no need to rote up the paradigm. 


9.9 

The default vowel for the Qal Imperfect Tense—head and stem 
vowels—would be a combination of [0+O] (70m ODIN+8W), the same 
pair of default vowels used in the Qal Infinitive Construct. In the case 
of Qal Imperfect Tense, only verbs with one or more weak or guttural 
consonants in any one position of the root would require adjustment 
to receive or reject the default, head NDW, which is suppose to come 
under the head consonant of the root or resulting from inflexion by 
adding the pronominal prefixes, the ]"N"X, to the root. When making 
accommodation for the presence of sw FIOM (composite shewa) under 
such circumstances, the preceding vowel in ]"N"S would reflect such 
changes by the adoption of a NDW of the same class as that of sw 
POM. For the other binyanim, the stem or theme vowel for active, 
dynamic verbs would be [O] ©): the Niph’al Imperfect is treated as 
an active, dynamic verb in vocalic sufformative conjugation, assuming 
the vowel [O] CX) but loads the vowel [O] (MMB) in consonantal 
conjugation; in Qal stative, intransitive verbs or verbs of the passive 
binyanim outside the Niph’al binyan, the vowel [O] (MMB) is used as 
the theme vowel in the Imperfect Tense. Choices of the pillion or 
stem vowel would be determined by the nature of the binyan: active 
or passive voice verb. 
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9.10 Additional Points on the Vowels 

Generally, when a root is headed by a weak consonant in the "5 
position in the Imperfect Tense, the following vowel combinations 
would be appropriate: 


e N] (FPR) when in the role as pronominal preformative 
(one from the ]"N°S), generally it takes [OQ] (9530) in places 
where the usual vowel beneath the preformative would be a 
[O] (Tr), mostly by dint of two contiguous DNW. In 
cases where the vowel beneath the preformative normally is 
9) NDW (assigned by default to the preformative), the vowel 
under the [N] (FPN) would be a [O] (MMB FVM) as the [N] 


(FPR) could not carry the YJ NDW. In cases where the head 
prosthetic vowel is immutable, the [XN] (FPR) would assume the 
default prosthetic vowel of the binyan, mostly in the Causative 
stems. 

e Generally, [$] FPN) would accept [0] (5120 OM) when it 
heads the verbal root of a verb, in lieu of the X3 NDW for aos 
use in the Qal Imperfect Tense as well as in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct. 

e The [N] (FPR) as a preformative in the six-member X&"5 
verbs would shoulder a [0] (710M o> 07) as the head syllable 
vowel. 

e When [XN] (FPR) falls in a hind position of a verbal root, it is 
vowelless or quiescent in the conjugation of all binyanim; thus 
the preceding consonant (the middle consonant of the root) is 
given (lengthening to) a [Q] (P) in zero vowel inflection in 
Qal binyan; and the passive form of Intensive and Causative 
binyanim, the Niph’al Imperfect is given a [O] CTS) as well as 
the active voice of the Intensive and Reflexive stems; whereas 
Hiphil has its own epenthesis; but the middle consonant in 
front of the silent [N] (FPR) would assume the vowel [Q] 
(5110) in consonantal sufformative conjugation in the Imperfect 
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Tense of all binyanim. In vowel suffix conjugation involving 
the presence of a mute [XN] (FPR) in the abaft position of a 
root, the usual rules of abdication of the hind consonant and 
shortening of the pillion vowel would be applicable. 

e In Qal Imperfect, when [M] (Nm) and [9] (7°) are in the 
head position of the root, it would assume the [OQ] (S130 FOI) 
bringing itself in harmony with the vowel [Q] (5130) which is 
given beneath the preformative [N] (PX). 

e [FT] (FM) may accept M2 NIW. 

e [Ð] (Y) may accept M3 NIW. 

e [9] (9) would prefer [O0] (TINE FQN). 

e There is assimilation of [3] (0D) in J" verb, which does not 
interrupt the usual pattern of conjugation. 


9.11 

Conjugation of the Imperfect Tense of the weak verbs would be more 
or less consistently similar to the three types of inflexion: (i) the 
consonantal Suffix Conjugation; (11) the vocalic Suffix Conjugation, 
(iii) the zero vowel Suffix Conjugation that have been used to 
configure the Qal Imperfect Tense of the regular, strong verbs. 


9.12 
In "YS verbs, "5 verbs and the hollow verbs, a helping vowel 
expressed in [O] ROn 510) is used instead of a YJ NIW, unlike 


Conjugation of mm 
mT 
vIn MAN 
nan oan 
one 
mena MIA 
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the case in the regular verbs in the consonantal conjugation; whereas 

in N'D verb, as noted above, the stem vowel is a [Q] (5130) while 

the x" is silent, as the vowel pattern in the following sample words: 

arian œ», ayhan co"), maian a", mgA C/A"), 
mpSann (T5) and the like. 


9.13 

Sample of Qal Imperfect of Irregular Verb: 777 (mD) 

(1) When special emphasis is needed, the verb MYT is presumably used 
as verb to be, which more often denote a meaning of become or a 
situation has been arrived at, in the role of a link verb (the copula), 
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which pattern of conjugations is given in the Table below: 

(11) The Hebrew word MYT is not totally identical in usage and meaning 
with the English copula verb to be. In a broad stroke, 1777 conveys 
a meaning or a sense more closely akin to the notion of becoming, 
become, nascent, emergence or within that semantic range while not 
dissenting from its existential and copulative role. 

(iii) By way of this, the vowel pattern in the conjugation of another 
verb: MT to live would be identical with that of 51°57. 


9.14 

Niph’al Imperfect Tense 

Interestingly, there are some words that are used in the ]"1 appeared 
only in the Niph’al binyan, a sample of these given in the Perfect 
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PUPY 
PUp 
0PM 
POP 
POpM 
Pup 
wuPN 
m>upn 
WOR 


mipupn 
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Niph’al Imperfect 
Table (b): 


POP” 
PUPR 
PUpM 
0PA 
PUN 
Pup 
uPA 
mipdpn 
UR 
mapupn 


Tense in the third person masculine singular is offered in the Table: 


9.15 Composition and Conjugation of Niph’al Imperfect 
Generally, verbs in the Niph’al stem assume a passive role; when the 
subject of a Niph’al verb acts upon itself, it is reflexive, as in the 
sample word: “NỌ he hid himself A verb in the Niph’al in the 
plural might be used to express a reciprocal action; in which case, 
it could assume a sense of a middle voice, as in the sample word: 


am} they fought among themselves. 


9.16 


Rules of conjugation and the use of pronominal preformatives and 
sufformatives for the Niph’al Imperfect would be identical to the 
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pattern used in the Qal Imperfect Tense. In cases of zero vowel 
conjugation of Niph’al Imperfect Tense, the pillion vowel would be 
given a [O] CX) which is also used as the theme vowel in conjugation 
of the Imperfect Tense of all persons in the active voice of the Intensive 
binyan, including Reflexive stem. In the two consonantal conjugations 
of the Niph’al Imperfect, the vowel [O] (TB) is used as the pillion, 
theme vowel keeping close to the general rule that the vowel [O] 
(FANE) is closely linked with verbs in the passive voice. In vocalic 
(vowel) suffix conjugation of Niph’al Imperfect, the rules of abdication 
of the hind consonant and shortening of the stem vowel to a NIW 
would be applicable. 


9.17 

In the Niph’al Imperfect, the 
gutturals of [M] (lM) and [9] (°D) 
when heading a verbal root would 
reject the WIT as a result of 


assimilation of the [3] (3) and the SYW ywn WIN - 9.13 - 
stunt would cause the vowel beneath un yw 
the preformative to be lengthened to WAN 4 wn wn 
a [Ọ] CTX), including that of [N] OOO U DTN tan 
(FPR) in the role of the preformative WD m ALY Wax 
for the first person singular both ATOAN on oan 
genders, as in this Job 19:7, TI ban aba aba ab 
I (being) answered. al see stbox 


PVT YAN YI YIN 


9.18 Paha) S 


In other cases when these two are 
given in the middle consonant of 
the root (the Y-position), the pillion, 
theme vowel would be shortened to 


More appropriately these verbs 
should be known as */1"5 verbs, 


that is the [1] (1}) at the Infinitive 
[0] mna nm) in places where a is transformed into a [*] (71) at 


NIW normally would be needed, as EAGISAGEZ 
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in the sample words: “JMN you will hide (II Samuel 14:18); 
ay" they will mock (Psalm 80:7). 


9.19 
The assimilation of [3] (3) in 3"B verbs would not disturb the usual 
pattern of conjugation in the Niph’al Imperfect. 


9.20 

Verbs originally begin with a D] (11) in the head of the root in 
Niph’al, Hiphil and Hophal but ended up as P] (71) C/A"Ð verbs) 
in Qal (Perfect as well as Imperfect) would, in the conventional 
wisdom of conjugation, resume or restore back the [1] (11) in Niph’al 
binyan, as in the sample word: (1°; 11) M to be left (Exodus 
29:34); IM he will be received (Zechariah 13:8); NMI they 
will be left (Proverbs 2:21; Amos 6:9). By the force of logic, this: 
awa? It will be settled (this word is not in currency in the NYPA). 
More appropriately these verbs should be known as °/1"5 verbs—not 
a great number of them—that is the [1] (11) at the Infinitive root is 
transformed into a ["] (71°) at the Perfect Tense howbeit they are 
actually 1"5 verbs. Conjugations in the Niph’al of these verbs would 
duplicate the paradigm as the Niph’al Imperfect regular verbs. 


9.21 

For M/p"9 verbs of Niph’al Imperfect, the pattern of conjugations 
would be the same as the regular verbs of Niph’al Imperfect, except 
that the pillion vowel is given a [0] (FINB) since MJA nme 
(pathach furtive) actually belongs to the preceding vowel, as shown 
in the sample word: mwN I will be sent, but these ny" verbs 
could carry a M3 NDW, as reflected in the sample word: manuin, 
compare Ezekiel 23:40. 


9.22 Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect Tense 
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i. The Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect is the active voice of the Intensive 
binyan, which often expresses a simple action in the future 
time. It is also used to express a habitual, repetitive or 
customary action, a role similar to the Simple Tense in the 
English language. 


ii. Verbs of stative and intransitive nature in the Qal binyan 
would assume an active and dynamic meaning when taking 
on the Pi’el (Pa’el) conjugation. 


iii. Words are noun and adjective in origin when performing the 
function of a verb would be conjugated in the Intensive Pi’el 
(Pa’el) paradigm but assume a simple binyan in meaning; 
these verbs would not take on the intensive binyan in 
meaning. 


9.23 Composition and Conjugation of Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect 

i. The name is given as Syb or Sy), but the default - 9.15 - 
vowels in the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct are assigned 
a combination of [0+0] (ANS+W37+°T38) as shown in the 
sample: “YP to make sacrifice smoke, which would be 
the basic vowel scheme to install the Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect 
in all persons, gender and number (singular and plural) of all 
verbal roots. Interestingly, this basic unit of default vowels is 
identical with the D stem or Pa’el binyan of Aramaic verbs. 
Onto this basic unit pronominal preformatives together with 
the consonantal suffix conjugation and vocalic suffix would 
be carried out: 
the zero vowel 
conjugation SDN 
does not require 
pronominal. wT 
The pronominal mbn 


Sample of PC for Pi’el (Pa’el) Imperfect 
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preformative would be attached to the front and the 91 
NIW, which comes with the ]"N"S% but would not go through 
shortening process as the vowel beneath the first consonant 
of the verbal root in this case as it is not another 93 NW, 
therefore no contiguous D°N)IW; with the exception of [N] 
(FPR) for the first person singular both genders, however, 
a [Q] (ANB ANT) would be assigned as [N] (FPR) could 
not carry the YJ NDW. The Pi’el (Pa’el) is an active voice 
binyan, which means the theme or pillion vowel, as a general 
tule, would load a [O] C3). 


ii. Only verbal roots which carry a guttural in the second or 
middle consonant that resists the W3 would the rule of 
compensatory lengthening of preceding vowel or virtual 
doubling which 
reject the 
wT without 
lengthening the 
preceding vowel 
be applicable. 


Sample of PC for Pu’al Imperfect 


9.24 The default vowel 

scheme of Pu’al Imperfect 

The meaning and usage of verbs in Pu’al binyan would be understood 
as passive voice, somewhat similar with "to be + past participle" 
in English notwithstanding Hebrew grammar does not avail itself to 
the use of verb to be as Sample of PC for Reflexive Imperfect 
copula in the formation 
of the Passive. The 
same rules and process 
of conjugations used in 
Piel (Pa’el) inflection 


anann 


ADNIA 
mainm 
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shall be applicable to Pu’al binyan, but as a general rule, binyanim 
in the passive voice employ the vowel [O] (TIM) as the pillion or 
stem vowel. The default vowels given in Pu’al binyan is a pair of 
[0+0] (TNH+WII+PI3—) which are almost identical as that in Prel 
(Pa’el) binyan, thus the conjugations to be used in Pu’al binyan would 
be similar to the paradigm which is used in Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan. 


9.25 Reflexive Imperfect Tense 
i. As a matter of practical convenience, the Reflexive stem is 
place under the Intensive group chiefly for the fact that the 
basic unit of vowels in Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan is utilised to set up 
verbs in the Reflexive binyan in addition to the key prosthesis 
the MrT syllable. 


Sample of PC for Hiphil Imperfect 


ii. In the conjuga- 
tion of certain 
words in the Re- 
flexive binyan, 
metathesis would 
take place where 
the consonant 
[M] ON) of the prosthetic syllable MM would swap with the 
head consonant of the roots, as shown in the sample word: 
TART they guard themselves. 


- 9.17 - 


9.26 Causative Imperfect Tense 
A. The Hiphil Imperfect 
i. The meaning and usage of causative stem would appropriate a 
sense that would place the English words "to cause to happen" 
to the verb in Hiphil to capture its meaning or implication. 
Under certain conditions, verbs in the Hiphil binyan could be 
rendered as an indicative or declarative mood. In yet other 
situation, the Hiphil could function in a manner similar to the 
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Intensive that transforms an intransitive verb to a transitive 
verb. 

Characteristically, the Causative binyan in the active voice 
is given the epenthesis [O] won ponn) and the head 
prosthesis is assigned a syllable of [77] forming a basic unit of 
prosthesis and stem vowel as shown in the sample: Supr 
where both the vowel [O] (FINE) beneath the prosthesis and 
the epenthesis would be immutable during conjugation of 
all persons, both genders, singular as well as plural in the 
zero vowel conjugations and the vocalic conjugations, except 
the consonantal conjugation (2fp and 3fp) of the Imperfect 
Tense which would be given a [O] CS) as stem vowel, 
typically of active binyanim. The pronominal prefixes and 
suffixes from ("mN and m3" would be added to embed 
the root without disturbing the default vowels: the prosthetic 
syllable acting with the head consonant of the root constitutes 
a close syllable, thus a M3 NIW is needed underneath it. 


Sample of PC for Hophal Imperfect 
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B. The Hophal Imperfect 

i. The same default vowel scheme used in Hiphil would be 
applicable to the conjugation of the Hophal or Huphal where 
the head prosthetic syllable would be either [M] or [J] for 
the Causative passive binyan and the epenthesis [”O] ROn 
p° oT) is given place to the vowel [O] (TN) for reason the 
Hophal or Huphal is a passive binyan, which as a general 
rule, always loads the vowel [O] (TT) as theme or pillion 
vowel. Similarly, the prosthetic syllable acting with the head 
consonant of the root forms a close syllable, thus a M3 NNW 
is needed beneath the head consonant of the root. 


ii. By this stage, it would be no longer necessary to recite or rote 
up the full paradigm of each binyan, once the Imperfective 
of the Hebrew verb has been properly understood. 


- 9.19 - 


Some verses in the Hophal Imperfect 
DIN 
Job 10:19 - Hophal Imperfect - first person common singular 

DPN TAP? JOS MIY DTR Wya o 
19 I should have been as though I had not been; I should have been 
carried from the womb to the grave. 


mo 


Isaiah 66:8 - Hophal Imperfect - third person masculine 


THY D3 P Ogag TNT a NTa yay- T 

IPIN OS TT 217A 1273 NY DYB Ma TNT ON 
8 Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things? Is a land 
born in one day? Is a nation brought forth at once? For as soon as Zion 
travailed, she brought forth her children. 


77] 
Hophal Job 20:8 - Conjunctive waw | Imperfect - third person 
masculine singular 


1272 TOUTS TIM ATS? NO FAW DIN T 
8 He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found; yea, he shall be 
chased away as a vision of the night. 
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Chapter 


The Hebrew Weak Verbs 
How to Understand the Hebrew Weak Verbs 


10.1 - 10.1 - 
A verb in the Hebrew language comes in a unit of three consonants. 

Known as the root (ww), it is onto this tri-consonantal array various 

pairs of default vowels are to be added to configure the verbal root to 

perform different function of a verb: the Infinitive Absolute, the Infinitive 

Construct, the Imperative, the Jussive or the Cohortative or the Imperfect 

Tense, the Participles, the Perfect Tense, and so on. 


10.2 

In Hebrew, a verb could be a strong verb or a weak verb. A strong 
verb is a verb which does not contain guttural or weak consonants in its 
spelling at the root level or in the Perfect Tense third person masculine 
singular. 


10.3 

A Hebrew verb is called a weak verb when it carried in its tri-consonantal 
root (as matter stands now, vowelled after the Perfect Tense third person 
masculine singular by convention) one or more guttural consonants (9 M 
1 Ñ), often also known as the laryngeals. Verbs begin with or consist 
of any one of another four consonants, namely: [3] (713) P] (a) J 
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(11) (the 37 group) and [7] (Wm) which behaves like a laryngeal, 
also are grouped under the weak verb category. The WSW would 
appear more or less the same in both the Infinitive Absolute and the 
Perfect Tense; and since the Infinitive is the base form of the verb, 
hence it would not be inconsistent to the nature of the verb to think 
of the weak verbs from the perspective of the Infinitives. 


10.4 
Monosyllable verbs and stative verbs are two more members of the 
weak verb category alongside a handful of special irregular verbs. 


10.5 

Strictly speaking, it is not necessary though not redundant to separate 
the Hebrew verbs into a category known as the weak verbs. The 
only matter related to the weak verbs would be the need to adjust 
the vocal shewa [O] (91 NNW), given by default, coming beneath 
any one of the gutturals: .7 .D Mm „1 ‚N whenever one or more 
of these consonants shows up in a verb in whichever position in 
the root. These consonants could not carry the [O] (91 NNW), and 
therefore the composite shewa (NW FWWM) must be used; and the 
laryngeals do not accept doubling of itself (by dint of that it would 
be impossible to articulate the word), thus compensatory lengthening 
of the vowel beneath the preceding consonant or virtual doubling 
which rejects the W3 but not lengthening the preceding vowel must 
come to play. For verbs which contained any one or more of these 
"D in the root, these consonants would be required to go through 
assimilation, abdication, transformation, or simply remain quiescent; 
and the brace of default vowels beneath all eight of them would 
also go through another type of changes such as vowel reduction, 
compensatory lengthening, or propretonic reduction of the head vowel. 
The rules that govern each procedure are rather straightforward and 
unambiguous. 
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10.6 

The base vowel format of each binyan already could be seen in 
the Infinitive Absolute of each respective binyan. As the Infinitive 
Absolute is not inflected for gender, number or person, the same 
medley of default vowels used in the Infinitive Absolute of each 
}""32—in the case of Qal Infinitive Absolute, for instance, would take 
the dyads of [1+0] (857 ODIN+77p), duplicating the vowels in the 
word: “Pr infinitive—would be used in the weak verbs as well. 
The Infinitive Construct could be termed the shortened form of the 
Infinitive Absolute. In some Passive binyanim which might not have 
a sample of the Infinitive Absolute in the Hebrew Bible, the NYPA, 
the Infinitive Construct could be used, or both might share the same 
vowel format in such cases. 


10.7 Types of Hebrew Verbs 
a. The Strong Verbs 

The most prominent way to classify the Hebrew verb is called 
the Shlemin class om), which means complete. Verbs in - 10.3 - 
this class, as a rule, do not contain any of these consonants: 
& YT 7 or any of these: 5, `, 1, 3, the J? group. In all 
verbal forms, sometimes referred to as strong verbs, which 
means that verbs of this class retain all consonants of the 
root during conjugation and pluralisation. The Strong verbs 
are regular verbs. These verbs are the most commonly used 
verbs in the Hebrew language. 


b. The Weak Verbs 
Verbs which contained one or more of these consonants: N J 
Jt „T or any of these: 5, 1, `, J are classified as weak verbs 
and all weak verbs would be named after the position these 
consonants sit in the verbal root according to the sequence 
of DYD (< read from right to left). 
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10.8 Nomenclature 
Nomenclature presents quite a bit of confusion to the student. Scholars 
seemed loath to resolve the issue. Given below in the Table showed 
different systems of nomenclature, all the same, they point to the same 
thing. 

a. Among the weak consonants, [M] (St) and [M] (7M) are 
known as strong laryngeals; [N] PN) and [7] (W) are the weak 
laryngeals; whereas [Y] (]72) is a variable, but more often weak. 


b. Whenever there is more than one weak consonant present 
in the root of a verb, it is known as doubly weak verb, 
mostly the first and the last consonant of the verb. Doubly 
weak verbs are to be classified according to the abaft, weak 


Traditional Modern 2 Modern 1 Hebrew 


Pe Guttural 


- 10.4 - Pe ’Aleph 
Pe Nun 


Pe Vav/Pe Yod 


‘Ayin Guttural H-y/F 


‘Ayin Vav/‘Ayin H- (Hollow verb 
Yod or Biconsonatal 
verb) 


Double ‘Ayin Geminate verb 


Lamedh Guttural 1-2/7 
Lamedh ’Aleph MI-N 


Lamedh He Wien 
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consonant in the sequence of occurrence. 


10.9 Classification of the Weak Verbs 

Each weak verb has a technical name. The name is dependent on 
which position in the root the weak consonant appears and it is by 
the technical name the weak verbs are classified. 


Verb class Positions 


This is a 8"5 verb am n Noo O TN 


This is a "D/A" verb 
(also a doubly weak verb) 


This is a 8"5 verb N x > NSN - 10.5 - 


This is a 1/°"5 verb 5 wv ese. 


This is a 7" verb 


te a aes weak = 


This is a Hollow verb N 9] =) NA 


10.10 Examples of Weak Verbs: 
There are only three groups or types of weak verbs, and each may 
contain merely a few members. Weak verbs are classified and named 
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after the position of the weak consonant in which it occurs in the 
root following the consecution of the Hebrew word 595, used as a 
matter of convenience, (some sort of mnemonic effect), reading from 
right to left. 


10.11 

A verb which begins with ["] (71°) or [N] PN) are therefore 
referred to as “Peh-Aleph” (&"B), “Peh-Yod”C"Ð), “Peh-Nun” (3'5), 
“Peh-Guttural” (2"B) (A = mv = guttural), and so on. A sample 
of weak verbs in each class is given in the preceding Table. 


10.12 I. The '5 (N5) Class Verbs 

A Hebrew verb begins with a weak consonant in the first position 
of the root in the Perfect Tense third person masculine singular (or 
using the Infinitive Construct or the Infinitive Absolute for that matter) 
is called Peh Guttural (3"5) verbs. There are four or five members 
under this family. It is also known as First Guttural verb, sometimes 
written as I-Guttural verb or "5 (Peh) verb type. These are different 
names of the same verb type. Members of "Ð (N5) verbs included 


the following groups: 


a. The Pe-Alef (X'Ð), (e.g. DDN TIN). “MN say 
There are only six members in 8"D class bog eat 
in used in the J'N or the NDP, as sax be willing 
shown in the attached Table. These six FDN bake 
verbs receive different head vowel during 


TON seize 
inflection in the Qal binyan. 


“FIN perish 
b. The Pe-Guttural (MDDS or 9/N"Ð), 


(e.g. TY PUI). Verbs under this group begin with ‚M ,9 
or 5. Other verbs beginning with [XN] (FDS) which are not 
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a member of 8" class are to be classified under Pe-Guttural 
class as these aleph-first verbs are to be conjugated like ¥/ 
m5 verbs. 


. The Pe-Nun (2"5) (e.g. DDI Wad). All verbs begin with [3] 


(713) as well as a few other irregular verbs: np? bn ,[— 
only a handful of these—also are grouped under this category. 
In some Hebrew grammar books, a J"5 verb is also known 
as ]"5 0M, which means 3" verb but with a missing first 


[3] (713). 


. The Pe-Yod (*"5), (e.g. 309): there are only six or seven 


members in "Ð class, thus known as original, true `Ð verbs, 
as shown in the Table. 


Original/true “Ð verbs 


. The Pe-Yod/Vav (1/""5) (Pe-Yod based on Pe-Vay), (e.g. X? 


W). Verbs under this group actually begin with a D] (11) in 
both the Infinitive Absolute and the Infinitive Construct in the 
Niph’al, Hiphil and Hophal binyanim but appeared as [°] (7°) 
initial in the Perfect Tense third person singular masculine 
in the Qal and the Intensive binyanim, when—a comparison 
would be made with the Infinitive Construct of the verb. More 
appropriately these verbs should be known as °/1"5 verbs, that 
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is the [1] (1) is transformed into a ["] (T) at the Perfect 
Tense. Not many of them are in circulation in the RIPA and 
a few are given in the chapter on the Imperfect Tense and 
Future Tense. 


10.13 If The Ayin [9] (Y) Class Verbs 


a. The Ayin-Guttural (3'9), (e.g. m3 D2) verbs. Verbs 
under this class would have a guttural in the middle or 'Y 
position of the root. 


b. The Ayin-Vav and Ayin-Yod or biconsonantal or Hollow 
verb, (e.g. MA, DAP NI Diw wid). Verbs of this class 
come under the category of Hollow verbs, which usually would 
be treated separately in grammar textbooks as monosyllable 
verbs. 

- 10.8 - 

c. The Double-Ayin or Ayin-Ayin or Geminate Verb, (e.g. 
220) (doubling of consonant of the last, pillion syllable.). 
Like wise, these verbs occupy a separate section in grammar 
textbooks. The main feature of these verbs would be the 
two identical last consonants in the root, which would be 
visible mostly in the Infinitive Absolute and Active voice 
binyanim. 


10.14 III The "> (7795) Class Verbs 


a. The Lamedh-Guttural 0) (e.g. YW TDW) verbs. These 
verbs would have a guttural as the astern consonant of the 
root so much so that these verbs carry a JA nnp (pathach 
furtive) beneath the last consonant, mostly [Y] and [M] in the 
Infinitives. 


cul vad 
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b. The Lamedh-Alef (x5), (e.g. S387) verbs end in the N 
(FPR) letter, which could not be given any vowel, thus the 
preceding consonant is commissioned with a [Q] (Yp) in the 
Perfect Tense third person singular masculine. 


c. The Lamedh-He (7°), (e.g. Ta) verbs share much features 
akin to the N'S verbs where the astern 1 could not be 
assigned a vowel, hence the preceding consonant is given 
an immutable [Q] (PA) in the Perfect Tense third person 
singular masculine. 


10.15 IV Special Irregular verbs, (e.g. 701 np? 20 sT). A 
handful of these verbs are found in use in the J” or the RIPA 
which could not be easily grouped into anyone of the main groups of 
weak verbs. They are individual verb of the irregular type. 


10.16 Conjugation of the weak verbs: Its Mechanics 

During conjugation, the presence of a weak consonant will demand 
changes to the vowels, shift of accent, movement of the weak 
consonant and WT or no Wi, which may invoke compensatory 
lengthening to the vowel beneath the preceding consonant or virtually 
lengthening which rejects the W35 without lengthening the vowel under 
the preceding consonant or syllable and, at certain point, a helping 
vowel might be called to duty. These changes of vowel during inflexion 
follow a set of fixed rules. These rules could be easily learned and 
understood. 


- 10.9 - 


10.17 
The 8"D (PY-NÐ) or I-X verbs 
a. Only six verbs beginning with [N] PN) would be classified 
under this category. The rest of the verbs beginning with 
[N] PN) outside these six will be conjugated as 9/m"5 
mD") verbs, hence they would be placed under that 
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oe 


; WAN say 
. Only in the Qal stem would the vowels z 
DN ceat 

of these XN"5 APYN) verbs be E hewilli 
affected during conjugation. When these | =" ie nes 
verbs assume other stems, they would TDS ea e 

be inflected according to the strong verb TOS seize 
pattern of each binyan. TAN perish 


. There are, however, a few first-® words which would have 


both the strong and quiescent form: IN it seized, FON to 
gather, FON to learn; to teach, to be familiar with, and so 
on. 


. All of these six 8"5 verbs are given in the Table above 


vowelled in the Perfect Tense third person masculine singular; 
now, dress them in the default vowels of the Infinitives, either 
the Infinitive Absolute or the Infinitive Construct to see the 
effect of it. Have fun! 


. The default vowels of the Qal Infinitive Absolute of these 


six verbs would be similar to the regular, strong verb, like 
the vowels in: TAPA, while the D] (89 0577) is written 
as [0] (70M o> 77) instead, as TAN to seize, to hold fast. 
the Infinitive construct for this word would be: THN, similar 
to the usual vowels in the Qal Infinitive Construct. The 
Infinitive Absolute of the other 8"5 verbs: 778, which could 
be written as Tix CHN), D8 ODN), TAY (TIN), TDS 
(TEN), TIN (TIN). As observed, the default vowels of 
the Qal Infinitive Construct for these six verbs would be a 
combination of [0+0] + (9430 AUN “on D'DIN) with one 
or two cases of exception. 
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f. The rationale is that as a general rule when a vocal shewa 
[Ọ] (91 NNW) is supposed to be placed under the first position 
of the root, (e.g. Qal infinitive Construct, Qal Imperative, Qal 
Cohortative, Qal Jussive and Qal Imperfect—the Infinitive 
Derivatives), only the laryngeals (,7 ‚9 „m FT N) which sits 
atop the [O] (93 NIW) would cause it to be changed to a 
composite shewa (ANT NIW) according to the preference of 
each consonant for the choice of which type of composite 
shewa would be chosen, for these gutturals could not sustain 
the [O] (93 NTW) beneath them, like the way a normal Qal 
Infinitive Construct does. Interestingly, the Qal Infinitive 
Construct for the verbal root S'ON could be expressed as 
Tox’ (Numbers 30:3, Psalm 105:22, Psalm 149:8). 


g. In the case of these six verbs, the head [N] PN), a 
weak consonant which preferred the vowel [Ọ] (PI0) to 
be assigned under it whenever it sits at the "Ð position in 
the Qal Infinitive Construct, Qal Imperative, Qal Imperfect, 
Qal Jussive, Qal Cohortative or vaw conversive, namely the 
Infinitive and its derivatives, thus it would schlep a composite 


- 10.11 - 


“Ax NOx DDN 
“ns “Oy Dyg 
ma% “Oy «DDN 
TIAS TION TPN 
“ax N ea 
“INN TON DDN 
Is ON SDs 
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ong- 228? (Genesis, 31:54; 37:25; Exodus. 18:12; 2 Kings. 
üe Infinitive Coa of all these six N'D sabs only “IAN 
when headed by [>] ] (lamedh) the [N] PX) is deactivated 
(well, for the ease of speaking), thus the whole word is uttered 
as Sard or “ard, registering as many as 933 counts. In 
addition, only one of the [N] PN) is to be shown up in 
the first person common singular I will eat, which expression 
under usual condition is supposed to be written as DNR; 
but it is practically impossible to articulate the two contiguous 
[NN] D`S5N and thus one will be abdicated, resulting in DDN 
I will eat. Apparently, this occurs only in these six words. In 
the other cases of aleph-first verbs which are grouped under 
a Verhi; double N would be visible, to illustrate, ee I 
INN I will curse Cae 12: 3), DDSANN / will/let me 
strengthen you (Job 16:5); TMINN J will delay (Job 6:11; 
Isaiah 48:9); JENN and I set forth to mentor/educate you 
(Job 33:33); TINN / will embrace you (Isaiah 45:5), and so 
on. 


. Unlike the strong verbs, these six 8" verbs in the Imperfect 


Tense the [N] (FPR) in the head syllable will be quiescent 
while the default vowel of the personal pronoun preformatives, 
namely, the J'N, again unlike the strong verbs, will take [O] 
(0m npn) whereas the an vowel would be treated as 
stative verbs, that is, these six N] CDN) verbs will take [O] 
(MD) as stem vowel. 


Of the six, the root ONÈ to speak employs a slightly different 
combination OF vowels in the Qal Infinitive Construct: instead 
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For the expression of I will speak, it 
is written as “WN. In wav consecutive, Plural Singular 


for the expression and I said (and I will 7 
say; and I set forth to say), it is written JMIAN™ 8") 
as TNI (PP instead of MND); for TONN) SpNn) 
the expression of and he will say (and oo. ee: 
he said), it is written as ee pico ae a 
instead of MMB). . TITAN ale) ian 
Spx TNI 
j. The conjugation of the Qal Infinitive l 
Absolute, Qal Active Participle and Qal Passive Participle of 
these six verbs similarly follow that of the strong verb in the 
Qal binyan. 


k. Given in the Table is the paradigm of wav consecutive for 
the word AN). 

l. For the inflection of other binyanim other than the Qal stem siage 
of these verbs, default vowel pattern for the strong verb of 
each binyan will be used. 


10.19 The 3”5 verbs: I-Gutturals verbs or (8)+7/"5 verbs 

Verbs under this class include roots beginning with 5 ,Y ‚M and those 
to be known as M72I73/N"D that begin with [N] (FPN) in the first 
position of the root other than the six already grouped under N"5 
verbs. 


10.20 

The vowel patterns of VÐ (M/¥"5) would duplicate the vowels 
inherently given in the Infinitive Absolute of each derived stem or 
binyan, with some slight deviation in the Niph’al: the vowel under 
the [3] (3) of the Niph’al verbal prosthesis assumes a [O] (TMB) in 
response to the present of [OQ] (S10 FO) under the head consonant 
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of the root, as in the sample word: ais to leave, or, a [O] (TS) 
under the Niph’al prosthesis [7] (NT), as shown in the sample: INVIT 
to be abandoned, an alternative Niph’al Infinitive Absolute for the root: 
279 to leave, where there is an assimilation of [4] (3) by default in 
the original prosthesis but with a guttural coming next after the [3] 
(1), there would be no assimilation of [3] (13), thus compensatory 
lengthening of the vowel under the preceding consonant or syllable 
must take place. Hence, the Niph’al Imperfect by the mere fore of 
logic would be ay. to be left; to be forsaken (Nehemiah 10:40; cf. 
Nehemiah 13:11; Psalm 37:25). The same root in the Intensive and 
Causative stems or other binyanim that carry default prosthesis, which 
serves as the head syllable of each stem, would be the same as the 
regular, strong verb of each binyan. 


10.21 

In the Qal Infinitive Construct, where there is still no division between 
dynamic verbs and stative verbs, a composite shewa relevant to each 
type of gutturals leads ahead a [O] (0m Dn) which plays the role 
as the stem vowel, as this: TY to stand up still. 


10.22 

A distinction between dynamic verb and stative verb would be made 
in the Imperative Mood, the Imperfect Tense and the Perfect Tense 
of these verbs in the Qal binyan. The default [Ọ] (92 NNW) beneath 
the head syllable in the Qal Infinitive Construct would be replaced by 
composite shewa [O] (MDS UT) (i) for ¥ (in the Qal Imperative and 
Qal Imperfect) and M (in the Qal Imperative); and (ii) [QO] (FN 5110) 
for N (Qal Imperative and Qal Imperfect) and M (in the Qal Imperfect 
Tense) of "Ð verbs as guttural consonant could not receive [O] (X) 
NDW) while the stem vowel would remain as [O] (a>4n 70m) in 
dynamic verbs in Qal Imperfect Tense; the stative verbs would load 
a [O] (TN) as stem vowel for the Qal Imperfect Tense and the Qal 
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Imperative Mood, Qal Jussive and Qal Cohortative. 


10.23 
Nevertheless, for the consonants [ N] PN) and [M] (AM) in 3"5 verbs, 
mae of the [O] (91 NNW), ae a would accept composite shewa 
o] 0 PONT) in most cases. By the operation of shewa rule, the 
a (92 NNW) under the preformatives (PC) for the Imperfect Tense, 
that is the ]"N"S, will assume the appropriate changes in response to 
the composite shewa, which give rise to the final shape of the vowel 
for "MN in M'Ð and 3/8"5 verbs. 


10.24 

Other rules for pluralisation, abdication of the hind consonant and 
reduction of the stem vowel, propretonic reduction of the head vowel, 
etc., shall be applicable. 


a. Not all N-first verbs, however, are called 8"5 verb: 3/8" verbs 
are treated as dynamic or fientive verb; - 10.15 - 


b. These verbs, with the exception of six special N-first verbs 
known as &"5 verbs, are to be conjugated like first-guttural verbs, 
making adjustment only to the head vowel (1) in cases where 
vocalic sufformative is added in the Qal Imperfect Tense, the 
vowel in the prosthesis, the ]"8, which actually is transformed 
from [OQ] (93 NNW), would be reduced to [O] (MNS) under the 
tule or propretonic reduction of head vowel during conjugation; 
(ii) for the inflection of consonantal sufformative or in cases 
where no sufformative is needed, the prosthetic vowel of the 
pronominal preformative will employ [O] ] (7130) in response to 
the composite shewa beneath the [ 8] FDR) of the root; (iv) the 
status of the [N] PN) will not i affected during conjugation: 
it is to be retained even in cases of first person singular J where 
an additional [N] PN) is prefixed to the root; (v) the stem 
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vowel for these verbs will be [O] (0m Dn) as in a strong 
verb; (vi) for other binyanim of these N-first but actually treated 
as I-guttural verbs, the inflection pattern for strong verb of each 
binyan will be used. 


c. The Qal Infinitive Absolute, the Qal Participles: Active as well 
as Passive of these verbs will follow the conjugation of the Qal 
strong verb; inflection of other non-Qal binyanim of these verbs 
will follow the strong verb pattern of each binyan. 


10.25 

The vowel scheme and conjugation of these N+m/9"5 verbs in the 
Qal Perfect Tense and Qal Participles, active as well as passive, 
would be the same as the regular, strong verbs. In the case of Qal 
Active Participle feminine singular, it would assume the segholate noun 
pattern, while the passive would assume the alternative [Ọ] (Ap) 
pattern. 


10.26 

Conjugation of other non-Qal stems of 8+I7/2"5 verbs would follow 
the rules and vowel scheme of the regular, strong verbs of each 
binyan. 


10.27 The 3'Ð verbs or I-75) 

There are one or two verbs in Hebrew that are grouped under "5 
verbs but not led by the consonant [4] (713), for a sample word: mip? 
(watch out for the JIA nnd). The word nny has a [3] (713) at the 
initial position in the Perfect Tense third person masculine singular, 
but not in the Qal Infinitive Construct, in which case it has only two 
consonants: n>). 


10.28 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UEH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER TEN: Hebrew Weak Verbs 217 


The vowel pattern of 3"5 verbs are quite regular at the Qal Infinitive 
Absolute; but not so in the Qal Infinitive Construct. Some of these 
verbs are doubly weak verbs and some of these verbs are treated as 
stative verbs. For the regular 3" verbs, the vowels in the Qal Infinitive 
Construct would follow the regular, strong verbs, while the stative might 
take on segholate nouns singular type vowel, as some of these verbs 
could be ¥/M"9 verbs. 


10.29 

The default vowel patterns in the Qal binyan follow that of the regular, 
strong verbs, with different stem vowels between dynamic and stative 
verbs: [O] (MNS) for stative verbs and the vowel [O] CTX) for irregular 
verbs in the Qal Infinitive Construct, the Qal Imperative and the Qal 
Imperfect Tense. With the exception of the verb OF he felt sorry, the 
consonant [3] (713) of the root of J" verbs would be assimilated, hence 
exhibiting a [4] (773) in the Qal Imperfect Tense for dynamic verbs; 
and in the Qal Imperative and Qal Imperfect for stative verbs. In the 
case of Niph’al J"Ð verbs, the initial [3] (}12) would merge with the 
[3] (93) of the prosthesis, leaving visible the W37. 


- 10.17 - 


10.30 Conjugations of MN? and Mp9: 


a. The vowels in the Qal Infinitive Absolute of these two verbs 
would be the same as the vowels in: 7/72, thus these two 
would appear: nny to give, mip? to take. 


b. In the Infinitive Construct, both would assume two different form 
of the feminine noun ending: NDẸ NN to give, NIP? NTP to 
take. In effect, both the [MOO] and [NO] in one way or the other 
are in reminiscence of the segholate feminine noun ending. 

c. The Qal Imperative of these two irregular verbs assume two 
forms each: 1M 0 give, MMP Mp take in the masculine 
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singular but the inflections for other persons and genders in the 
Qal Imperative would be the same as the regular, strong verbs: 
~IN (you lady) give, MIP (you lady) take, MIM you men give; 
ymp you men take; MIN you women give, MMP you women 
take. The Jussive Mood takes [Q] O0) for the role of the 
theme vowel, hence for the expression of let him give would 
be: W (19x) 


. The inflection of these two irregular verbs in the Qal Imperfect 


Tense would be the same as the regular, strong verbs. In the case 
of zero vowel sufformative conjugation, the two would appear 
as: IM” he will give, M° he will take. The other four zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation in the Imperfect Tense would 
require the J'N. The consonantal sufformative conjugation does 
not need a helping vowel but the assimilation of the astern 
[3] (793) of the root would take place in all cases: TMM you 
women will give, compare with MAMPAN you women will take, 
in which case there is no assimilation of the [3] (712) to have 
occurred. 


. The inflection of Qal Perfect Tense of the two irregular J"5 


verbs would be the same as the regular, strong verbs. In zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation, the two would appear as: 72 
he gave, np? he took. Likewise, assimilation of the astern [3] 
(773) of the root would take place in consonantal sufformative 
conjugation: "MM I gave, compare with one sample where no 
assimilation of the hind consonant: nnp? I took. One more 
sample word for this group: 120] we gave, compare it with: 
VIP? we took. 


There are two Qal Participles—the active and the passive—each 
has a yoke of default vowels in the masculine singular: m he 
gives, np> he takes. The declension of feminine singular in 
the Qal Active Participle for the expression of she takes, which 
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assumes the segholate feminine singular ending, would be: ny. 
The passive form of the same expression would be: MANNI, 
which is the alternative feminine singular [Ọ] (P) ending for 
the Qal passive and some Pu’al Passive Participle. The same 
word in the passive feminine plural would be: man. The Qal 
Active Participle of masculine plural would be the same as the 
regular, strong verb: on (the men are) giving, which is a 
vocalic sufformative conjugation: omp (the men are) taking. 
The same expressions in the feminine plural would be: MY3NI 
(the women are) giving. 


10.31 The 1/°"5 verbs 

As another major category of weak verbs in Hebrew, the "Ð (N5 
117719) verbs umbrellaed close to ninety 1/*"D verbs being used in 
the T'I of the 87579. Older Hebrew grammar textbooks spread out 
"Ð verbs into three classes. Most of these 1/°"5 verbs originally 
had the consonant [7] (11) in the head consonant of the root in both 
the Infinitive Absolute and the Infinitive Construct of Niph’al, Hiphil 
and the Hophal binyanim, but appeared as [°] (71) in the Qal Perfect 
Tense third person masculine singular, taking that as the base form, 
as well as the Intensive binyanim, including the Reflexive stem, hence 
known as 1/*"5 verbs in some Hebrew grammar textbooks. Thus, the 
majority of those known as ÐS verbs that come under this category 
are actually 1"5 verbs in origin from the Infinitives. As matter stands 
now, there are only a few "Ð verbs that are originally ™D verbs, 
known as original, true “Ð verbs in some textbooks. 


- 10.19 - 


10.32 True 5 verbs 

The verbs in the following Table are given by Paul Jotion and T. 
Muraoka, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew (Roma: Editrice Pontificio 
Istituto Biblico, 1993, p198.), suggesting only six or seven (depending 
on how one counts) of the 1/*" verbs are original `Ð verbs and thus 
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termed as true “Ð verbs, which means 
the rest of the other 1/*"5 verbs would be 
known as 1"5 verbs or more appropriately 
as */1"5 verbs. The main features of true 
“Ð verbs is that the controversial [`] 
(71) the head consonant of the verbal 
root would be immutable throughout the 
conjugations of all binyanim and treated 
as stative verb, that these verbs would 
carry the vowel [OQ] (FIN) as the key or 
pillion vowel in zero vowel sufformative 
and consonantal sufformative conjugation in the Qal Imperative, Qal 
Imperfect Tense and also in Qal Perfect Tense by default. Stative 
verb with a laryngeal or guttural may not load the [O] (FANE) as 
stem vowel. A comparison of the Hiphil Infinitive Construct and Qal 
Infinitive Construct of a "Ð verb would show up whether a verb 
is a true Ð verb or a "Ð or */1"2 verb, where the role of a [P] 
(T) in the Qal infinitive Construct is taken over by a [1] (1) in 
the Hiphil Infinitive Construct of "Ð verb. In the case of a true 
“Ð verb, apparently the initial P] (71) would appear in both the 
Qal Infinitive Construct and the Hiphil Infinitive Construct. A word 
of caution: there may be exception to the rule as these two TW” and 
pa of the true “Ð verbs may have dual nature. 


Original/true "5 verbs 


10.33 

With the exception of TW” to be straight, which found to have appeared 
in the Qal, Hiphil as well as Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al binyanim, all the 
other true “Ð verbs found in the "J'N are confined only to the Qal 
and Hiphil binyanim. 


10.34 
The Qal Infinitive Absolute of true S verbs, expectedly, are given 
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the full default vowels as those assigned to the regular verbs of Qal 
Infinitive Absolute together with its full spelling of the root, as shown 
in the sample verb: a0? (being) good, reflecting the vowels in lela 
the infinitive. The [*] (T) in each of these seven true Ð verbs 
is not a prosthesis but the head consonant of the root, which would 
be immutable and thus must be expressed together with the standard 
default vowels imitating the vowels in m3 in order to setup the Qal 
Infinitive Construct, for instance: a" to be good. 


10.35 

The Hiphil Infinitive Absolute of true Ð verb, on the other hand, 
would be given a [O] C3) as the head vowel beneath the default 
prosthesis of Hiphil binyan—instead of the standard [O] (MD) assigned 
to the regular, strong verbs in Hiphil Infinitive Absolute—to form a 
pair of [O+iT] CTS+NT); compare this with: Supn. The pillion stem 
vowel is given a [O] (78) to indicate that the root is an active 
verb, as the vowels shown in the sample word: 3097 to embetter; 
to beautify (Genesis 32:13; Jonah 4:9, etc). The present of a ["] - 10.21 - 
(T) in the Hiphil Infinitive Absolute marks a true “ÐS verb. The 
consonant [°] (71°) is part of the verbal root: 30° and thus it is not a 
vowel; not a preformative; it must be shown during conjugation. Like 
the regular Hiphil verbs, the Hiphil Infinitive Absolute is also used 
but only to setup the zero vowel sufformative of Hiphil Imperative, 
so the word 30°77 would be the Hiphil Imperative second person 
masculine singular of true Ð verbs; for other members of the Hiphil 
Imperative of true `Ð verbs, the Hiphil Infinitive Construct would 
be used. Remember to insert the signatory vowel for Hiphil binyan 
the: [PO] (Non pT) at the pillion as the theme vowel to install 
the Hiphil Infinitive Construct of true `Ð verbs and the word would 
sound like the sample word: 2°O°T to beautify. The magic of this 
combination must be correctly understood to avoid confusion in cases 
where the [%O] (Non pn) is the default theme vowel for Hiphil 
binyan but not part of the root. The signatory [O] (Ndr Donn) 
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would be used in zero vowel and vocalic conjugations of all format for 
Hiphil verbs, while the consonantal sufformative conjugation of Hiphil 
verbs, on the other hand, would take [O] (FN) as pillion vowel 
in Hiphil Perfect Tense by default and [O] CTS) in the Infinitive 
Derivatives such as the Imperative and the Imperfect Tense because 
Hiphil binyan is an active verb. 


10.36 The Infinitive Absolute of true Ð verb 
The Infinitive Absolute of true “Ð verb of other binyanim, the 
conjugations would be similar to the pattern used in the regular, 
strong verbs of each binyan, such as Niph’al, Pi’el (Pa’el), Hithpa’el, 
Pu’al and Hophal. What required attention would be the role of D] 
oy in various vowel format replacing the job of original [P] (7°) in 
e Ð verbs during inflection, for instance the [1] (TW) replaced 
fe D O) in Niph'al (7W43 Niph’al Perfect 3ms, wT) and 
Hophal (WAM) while the [ 4] (xn O47) would perform the same 
task in Hiphil (awd); Ee al appeared as W, a vowel pairing 
which is the same as those in the regular verbs and Pi’el (Pa’el) of 
the same word would be wr, which vowels are identtical with the 
Pi'el regular verb while the Hithpa'el would logically follows suit. All 
of these binyanim enjoy similar pattern of conjugation as the regular 
verb of each respective binyan. 


10.37 

The full conjugation of each form of true “Ð verb would model after 
the strong, regular verbs of each respective binyan. In the case of the 
Qal Imperative of true *" verb, the paradigm would be: mau? vata? 
D207 ,30" and the theme or stem vowel—it is treated as stative 
verb—loads a [O] (TN) in consonantal and zero vowel conjugation, 
which would be the same in the Qal Imperfect Tense as well as 
other infinitive derivatives for these verbs. By the same token, the 
Cohortative, the Jussive, and even the Wav Conversive would appear 
as: TIUN au” ag respectively. Inflections for vocalic 
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sufformatives would go through the abdication of the hind consonant 
and shortening of the pillion vowel to a [O] (NMW). The head syllable, 
as could be seen in the aforeshown samples, has actually gone through 
two steps of morphological changes: (i) the [O] (93 NNW) beneath the 
TVS by the rule of contiguous DNIW has been changed to a [O] 
(P7777); but when (ii) the head [°] (1°) of a word, usually a Ð (m7 
XD) verb which is part of the verbal root, is forced into the second 
position as a result of inflection with the [O] (M1 NNW) found hanging 
beneath the P] (71°), making them appeared virtually somewhat like 
POl] (XOA ponn), as the vowels shown in this dummy: (QO N<— 
po nun). To ease articulation, it is necessary to turn the pairing 
of [0+0] (M3 NWT) into [O] CPA ponn) by dropping the 
[O] (m NNW). The conjugation patterns used in the Qal Imperative 
of the true "Ð verbs would be applicable to setup the Qal Imperfect 
Tense of these verbs. The Qal Perfect Tense of the true Ð verbs 
would imitate the inflection pattern of the Qal Perfect Tense of the 
regular, strong verbs. 

- 10.23 - 
10.38 
The inflection for the Qal Participles, the Qal Imperfect and the Qal 
Perfect of true *"D verbs would be just like the strong, regular verbs, 
using the same pairs of vowels for person, number of each binyan. 


10.39 

The full conjugation of true `Ð verbs in the Hiphil binyan as well as 
the Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan would be identical with that of the regular verbs 
under these two binyanim. Given that the lead consonant [*] (71°) in 
true “Ð verbs is part of the verbal root and immutable, as a general 
tule, it must be displayed in all forms of the verb during conjugation, 
such as the Infinitive Derivatives, the Participle and the Perfect Tense 
of all binyanim. The conjugation of all forms of Pi’el (Pa’el) true S 
verbs would be identical as that of the regular verb. In the same manner, 
the base vowels of the Hiphil Infinitive Construct (4°07) would be 
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used, as the ways in the regluar strong in Hiphil, to configure other 
forms of Hiphil verbs in all cases of zero vowel sufformative and 
vocalic sufformative conjugations. The vowel [O] (FN) would be 
used in consonantal sufformative conjugation in Hiphil Perfect Tense 
and the vowel [O] (738) in consonantal sufformative conjugation in 
Hiphil verbs for reason the Hiphil is an active binyan. 


10.40 The 1"5 group 

Minus the six or seven original, true Ð (717 NÐ) verbs, what left 
in the "Ð verbs is a remainder group more suitably known as 1"5 
or °/1"5 verbs, which could be parceled out into three sub-types: one 
abdicates the head consonant the ["] ar), which originally would be a 
D] A1 in the Hiphil Infinitive Construct, such as YS" (XX7) to spread 
under, 1S" to burn; 13° to place; pss” to pour, 138° to form; 35° to 
bring forth, 83° to go forth, to go out, "O` to add or to increase, 
20W to dwell, T° to descend, 133" to fashion, Jon to go, YT to 
know, “11” to be united, YP” to be dislocated, to name a few. Since 
verbs under this group would end up without the [*] (71), it could 
simply known as Ð “JOM (missing `Ð) of "Ð verbs. As such, the 
conjugation for this group of verbs would be similar to the inflection 
of 3"5 verbs, but without the assimilation of the head consonant, hence 
no Yi would show up in the following, middle consonant during 
conjugation of the infinitive derivatives of the Qal binyan. Some of 
these 1"5 verbs might have dual nature, which means that they could 
appear in different groups in some other situations, and a few of these 
verbs did not show up in the Qal binyan in the Np. 


10.41 

The vowels of Qal Infinitive Absolute of these verbs which abdicate 
the initial consonant of the root would be similar to the regular verbs 
of Qal Infinitive Absolute, that is, reflecting the vowels in the word 
APM, as shown by the vowels in the samples: noe to judge, vy 
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to know, son to go, wa to possess, to inherit, aw or aw 
to sit down to hold meeting. On the other hand, the Qal Infinitive 
Construct of these verbs assume a form of vowel format similar to 
the segholate noun, as seen in the sample words: mwas), nw) 
nn, nat, etc. Interestingly, when the preposition (7 (lamedh) 
is prefixed to the Infinitive Construct of these */1"5 verbs, the vowel 


“5 * OFT (missing yodh) in 1"5 verbs 


- 10.25 - 


10.42 

The Qal Imperative for these °/1"D verbs which abdicates the [*] (71°) 
in the secondary forms (the Infinitive Construct, the Imperative, the 
Imperfect but it resurfaces in the primary forms: the Perfect and the 
Participles, all chiefly in the Qal binyan) would be configured on the 
basis of segholate noun format. The astern [N] (1) in the Infinitive 
Construct which played the role of a paragoge would bow out. Since 


226 


- 10.26 - 


Hebrew Verbal System 


these verbs abdicate the initial "5, therefore there would be no [^] 
(71) showing up in the Qal Imperative for these verbs, as the sample 
words would show: myi AYT YT YT to know; Taw aw 
AD DW to dwell TINS ANZ ONS NY to go out, M395 ap 
a3 > to go. Traditionally, the word BE is classified under the 
1/5 verbs. A distinction between active or dynamic verb and stative 
verb would be made in the Qal Imperative and Qal Imperfect Tense. 
As a general rule when used as stem vowel, the vowel [O] (73) 
is usually linked with active verbs while the vowel [O] (FN) often 
than not collates with stative verbs. Stative verb with a guttural or 
laryngeal may not have [O] (MNS) as stem vowel. 


10.43 

The same situation would be found in the Qal Imperfect Tense of 
these verbs where the vowel beneath the preformative would be given 
a [O] ("T8)—very likely as a conpensation for the missing "5 instead 
of a [O] (93 NIW) beneath the J'M°N in regular verbs—and the stem 
vowel would also be another [O] (*T3) in zero vowel sufformative and 
consonantal conjugations, as shown by the sample words: 77, Iw 
(Qal Imperfect Tense, third person masculine singular of AW? etc). The 
Qal Perfect Tense would be rather similar to the regular verbs that have 
the ™"5 showing up in all its conjugations. The conjugation of Niph’al 
(DIN? Niph’al Infinitive Construct of the root O° to increase) and 
Hiphil woman Hiphil Infinitive Construct of the root YT) of these 
"Ð verbs would keep close to the pattern of the regular verbs with 
the D] (11) taking the place of the ["] (7) in the head position of 
the verbal root. The conjugation of these in the Intensive and Reflexive 
binyanim would be as the way the true “Ð verb worked where the 
“Ð is shown in all forms of these binyanim, as could be seen in the 
sample word: mwn (Prel (Pa’el) Perfect 3ms). 
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10.44 
Ss Some”"5 verbs 
Af f the 5/"Ð verb tead of abdicat 
ew of the 1/*"D verbs instead of abdicating with midddle 3 


the ["] (71) but have it assimilated into the a 
following consonant, usually a [3] (PT3), 
which means that these verbs would go through 
the conjugation in a way similar to 3"5 verbs 
and a WIT would be placed in the following 
the middle [3] (73° 73)—usually occurred in the 
Niph'al and the Causative (Hiphil and Hophal) 
binyanim, as shown in the sample word: 233 
(it was) burned up, 11331 Jeremiah 46:19, MYST Jeremiah 11:16. 
So far, only a handful of these verbs have been identified belonging 
to this group. In the Niph’al Perfect and all forms of the Causative 
stem, the [P] (71°) but would go through assimilation in resemblance 
the 1"5 verbs. Once again, some of these verbs could have dual nature 
and known as doubly weak verbs in some grammar textbooks that 
allowed them to appear in different groups simultaneously. 
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10.45 

Properly understood, many of these verbs would actually go through a 
mixed conjugation. The Qal Infinitive Absolute of these verbs would 
display the default vowels identical with the brace used in the base 
word: PA in a way similar to the strong, regular verbs so that a verb 
under this group would be like the sample words: 1" to possess, 
to inherit, IWD or IW to sit down to hold meeting. On the other 
hand, the Qal Infinitive Construct of these verbs would assume a form 
of vowel format similar to the segholate noun: nwe), naw(>). 


10.46 

To install the Imperative for this group which abdicates the [*] (71) 
in the secondary forms (the Infinitive Construct, the Imperative, the 
Imperfect but it resurfaces in the primary forms: the Perfect and the 
Participles, all chiefly in the Qal binyan), the astern [N] OM) in the 
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Infinitive Construct, which could play the role of a paragoge, would 
bow out, thus: „Y TYI AYT YT would be the Imperative for to 
know; TINY ANS ORS N3 would be the Imperative for to go out; 
Sjeti) ADW “IW IW would be the Imperative for to dwell; mp5 
aD D5 7? would be the Imperative for to go. Traditionally, The 
word “an is classified under the 1/*"5 verbs. 


10.47 
The word YT is a mixed case with [O] (TS) as the head vowel but 
drag a [O] (FANE) as the pillion vowel. 


10.48 

As general remarks, most if not all of the */1"5 verbs found in use 
in the "IN came in the Simple Passive (Niph’al) and Causative—both 
active and passive—formats. As it is no longer necessary to make a 
distinction between dynamic and stative verbs outside the Qal binyan, 
the vowel patterns of these verbs would be fairly consistent, exhibiting 
vowel features characterizing the verbs in the active voice only; and 
further more, most of these verbs are basically 1"5 verbs in the first 
place, hence the [1] (11) would be shown and cuddles a [ì] (PTW) or 
a À] (8m DIM), both would be immutable, in these three binyanim, 
merging with each respective prosthesis syllable, to transform the head 
syllable—for instance in the case of the root SW" for the Niph’al 
binyan—into a combination of Iwan for the infinitives, both Infinitive 
Absolute and Construct of Niph’al as well as the secondary forms or 
the Infinitive derivatives (the Imperative, the Imperfect of Niph’al) but 
assume the vowel [ì] R5 B51) in the primary forms: the Niph’al 
Perfect and the Niph’al (Passive) Participle as the prosthesis syllable 
(There is not active participle for the Niph’al binyan): the stem vowel 
would be the vowel [O] (TS) the secondary forms; and [O] (MNS) for 
the primary form, the Niph’al Perfect Tense. While all else remained 
the same, the vowel beneath the preformative the ]"N°S in Niph’al 
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in all */1"5 verbs is a given [O] (P7777), even in the case of the 
first personal singular NÑ, as in the sample word: IWAN; comapare this 
with the regular Niph’al verb which is a [Ọ] (PAID) as shown in the 
sample word: UPN. As a general rule, the vowel [O] ("T8) is the 
standard stem vowel for verbs in the active voice in the secondary 
forms, whereas [O] (FD) is used for the Perfect Tense—active and 
Passive voice of the verb. 


10.49 

The same operative principles shall be applicable to install the °/1”° 
for the Causative binyanim. The head prosthesis of Infinitive Absolute 
of Hiphil binyan is given as a combination of 17, partners with the 
vowel [O] ("T3) as pillion vowel, the standard stem vowel for verbs 
in the active voice. Both the head prosthesis and the key epenthesis 
the [O] wor pT) would be immutable in the Hiphil binyan. The 
Promoninal sufformatives (SC) or Preformatives (PC) would be added 
to the base form, the Infinitive Construct, which is given the epenthesis 
| won pT) by default, the key signature for the Causiative 
active voice of the verb, tailing after the head default syllable 17. The 
default base with the epenthesis would be used as the basis for zero 
vowel and vocalic sufformative conjugation for all forms of the verbs 
in Hiphil binyan, including the Infinitive Construct and the Infinitive 
derivatives: the Imperative and the Imperfect; the primary forms: the 
Perfect and the Active Participle—Hiphil binyan does not have a 
passive participle. For inflection of consonantal sufformative, the vowel 
[O] (FANE) would be used on the primary form, the Perfect; while the 
[O] (TS) would be used in the inflection of the secondary forms: the 
Imperative and the Imperfect. To setup the active participle for Hiphil 
binyan, the prosthesis in the Infinitive base would be replaced by the 
prosthesis for participle, forming a combination as in: IWM, taking 
the root 32W" as a sample. As Hiphil is an active voice, there would 
be not passive participle for this binyan. 
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10.50 

The last group of "Ð verbs, such as N° 
to be afraid or fear, YI to be weary, W° 
to fall asleep, YW" to possess or inherit, 73" 
to counsel, just to name a few, would keep 
the P] (71) at the head syllable and use the 
correspondent stem vowel in the Qal Perfect 
and Qal Imperfect conjugation, some what in 
close affinity with true `Ð verbs so musch so 
that it enable these verbs could be termed as 
pseudo-""5 verbs. 


Pseudo-""5 verb 


10.51 

Conjugation for the Participles of pseudo-""5 groups, just like the 
other group which abdicates the [P] (7°) in the secondary forms or 
the Infinitive Derivatives (the Infinitive Construct, the Imperative, the 
Imperfect but resurface in the primary forms: the Perfect and the 
Participles, all chiefly in the Qal stem) would be rather consistent 
with the strong, regular verbs, for instance, in the Active Participle: 
Dow PY WA KT FANT WN. In the case of the Passive 
Participle, it would be: DAD? JTS PAIN. What is not given 
here is the feminine plural forms for these two sample words. 


10.52 

The verb 9D* to be able is a special case for 
consideration. Both the second and the third 
feminine plural are not attested in the IN. 


Samples of irregular verbs 


56> to be able 


10.53 

As a general rule in the Hebrew language, no 
[O] (21 NIW) would be assigned to a guttural 
or laryngeal and no doubling of itself, hence 
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no WT would be allowed. With these two conditions, a problem is 
created when a guttural or laryngeal appears in a position of the verbal 
root which requires a [O] (91 NIW) or doubling of consonant during 
inflection, chiefly in the first and the third position of a verbal root. 
Verbs with weak consonant in the "5 position is known as J-Guttural 
verbs, which include verbs of the following types: ,1/"B "Ð ,7/2"5 
N"B. 


10.54 The "> verbs 

Verbs with weak consonant in the third position of the root are known 
as II[-Guttural verbs. There are four groups of 5 EPE verbs: the NS 
Kip) ns Ta These four could be lumped into two sub-groups for 
easy management: (i) ma kir (11) y"5 ge) All of these verbs are 
not available in the Passive voice of each respective binyan. 


10.55 The 8" verbs 

Why a consonant in the third position of the root is special is that 
when a consonant falls into this position it is going to receive the [OQ] 
(92 NNW) under normal consonantal sufformative conjugation. When 
the N shows up in the third position of the root, it would reject the 
purported [O] (21 NNW) without compensation, leaving the N in that 
position quiescent. 


- 10.31 - 


10.56 

The effect of this might not be visible in the Infinitive Absolute simply 
because the vowels of the Infinitive Absolute of 8" verb would be 
the same as the standard default vowels of the strong verb of each 
binyan, which could be seen from the vowels in the sample word: 
N17) to find, to encounter, where the same vowel D] (Dn odin) 
would be written as [O] (JOM o517) in the Niph’al and Piel (or Pa'el) 
Infinitive Absolute. The vowel D] (Non asii is an alternative default 
stem vowel for Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan in the regular verb. The Infinitive 
Absolute for the two passive binyanim: the Pu’al and Hophal (two 
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in Hophal) are not available in x" verbs. The vowels for Hithpa’el 
Infinitive Absolute would be the same as the vowels used in the 
strong verb of that binyan, already reflected in the nomenclature of 
the binyan. 


10.57 

The vowels to be used in the Infinitive Construct of 8"? verbs are 
keeping close to the patterns of the default vowels used in the regular, 
strong verbs in each binyan in the Infinitive Construct, again only 
verbs in the active voice of non-Qal binyanim would be available, 
may be due to the nature and meaning of a passive verb. 


10.58 

With the exception of the Qal Imperative of x" verbs where the 
pillion syllable is given a [OQ] (Pp) as the stem vowel by default in 
zero vowel conjugaion, as displayed by the vowels in the sample word: 
NWA to find, to discover, to encounter, the theme vowel for all other 
binyanim is given a [O] C3) in zero vowel sufformative conjugation, 
like NXX in the Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan: only in the active voice of the 
Imperative of "5 a verb is available. The stem vowel for consonantal 
inflection in the Imperative of all binyanim as well as other members 
of the secondary form, such as the Imperfect Tense, is given a [Q] 
(5110), a short vowel to balance up the long vowel in the consonantal 
pronominal. In vocalic sufformative conjugation for the Imperative, the 
astern Ñ is incompetent to form a syllable with a vocalic pronominal, 
hence it must be left quiescent, relying on the preceding consonant to 
form the pillion syllable, as shown by the vowels in the word: I83/, 
but the [[O] (Non >T) as the pronominal sufformative for second 
person feminine singular partners well with the quiescent Ñ to form 
a pillion syllable, as reflected in the vowels for the word: "N37. 
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10.59 

The inflectional procedures operative in the Imperative would be 
applicable to conjugation in the Imperfect Tense as well as other 
members of the secondary forms. 


10.60 

In zero vowel sufformative conjugation for the Perfect Tense of x" 
verbs, a [QO] (Yp) is assigned to the Simple binyanim as well as 
passive voice of non-Qal binyanim to configure the pillion syllable, 
but a [O] CX) is allocated to verbs in the active voice of non-Qal 
binyanim, except Hiphil binyan which has its own signatory epenthesis 
the vowel [O] wie pT), to do the same task, while the default 
prosthesis of each non-Qal binyan is immutable. The inflection of 
vocalic sufformative conjugation in the Perfect Tense would go through 
the same procedure as those in the Imperfect Tense, namely the 
abdication of the hind consonant and the shortening of the stem vowel, 
which may or may not trigger propretonic reduction of head vowel as 
the presence of contiguous E°XTW in the prosthesis has been treated - 10.33 - 
by default. In consonantal sufformative conjugation for the Perfect 
Tense, a [OQ] (Pp) is assigned to the Qal and Hophal binyanim, 
while a [O] ©) is employed in all other non-Qal binyanim, active 
as well as passive voice, except the Hophal binyan. The Niph’al is 
treated with an active stem vowel, namely the [O] CX) while the 
N'D is quiescent. The vowel under the default prosthesis would be 
immutable in all forms of conjugation for the preterite verbs. 


10.61 

There are four members in the Active Participle for the N'D verbs, 
namely the Qal, Prel (Pa’el), Hithpa’el and the Hiphil; and another 
four in the Passive Participle, namely the Qal, Niph’al, Pu’al and 
Huphal but there is no Hophal passive participle for N'D verbs. In 
zero vowel sufformative conjugation of both the Active participle and 
Passive Participle of these verb types, the vowel patterns are the same 
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as in the regular, strong verbs where, in the case of Qal binyan, the 
vowels would be identical with the vowels in OYB and Saye, or the 
base vowels in the name of the Participles in each binyan. Apart from 
the default head prosthesis, the active voice binyanim would load a 
[O] (TS) to install the pillion syllable in the active binyan Participle 
while the vowel [Q] (Pp) is used as stem vowel for the passive 
binyan Participle. Only the Hophal (passive) Participle feminine 
singular vocalic sufformative conjugation assumes the segholate noun 
pattern with a [M] ON) ending but loads a [O] CTS) instead of the 
[O] (5130) as stem vowel; declension for the remainder three Passive 
Participles would be done in a manner similar to the alternative 
feminine ending for vocalic sufformative conjugation, that is, vocalic 
[t---] (ST 779) combination. Declension for the plural Participle, 
both active and passive, masculine and feminine would be identical 
with the regular, strong verb but the astern N (FPR) in these verbs 
would be quiescent: mi>up. 


10.62 The T'O verbs 

The Qal Infinitive Absolute of "5 verbs are rather consistent in the 
sense that these verbs utilise the same set of default vowels as that 
of the Qal Infinitive Absolute of the regular verbs, as shown by the 
the vowles in the word: m3 building, although the pillion vowel is 
written as [O] (70M asi) instead of the full spelling À] 097 
x5). There are two forms of Niph’al Infinitive Absolute for | ns 
verbs: (i) rasa: (ii) m2m. Like wise the vowel pattern expressed in 
the name of the base form of each binyan is used as the vowels for 
the Infinitive Absolute in other non-Qal binyanim of "5 verbs. 


10.63 

In the case of the Infinitive Construct of "9 verbs in all binyanim, 
the astern 51, which is already given in the Infinitive Absolute, is 
abdicated for the syllable M)---, a distinguish feature of feminine noun 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UEH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FNS 


CHAPTER TEN: Hebrew Weak Verbs 235 


ending, which would merge with the preceding consonant to form the 
pillion syllable, playing the role as stem vowel as well. The original 
astern 11, however, would resurface in all other forms of the verb, 
including the Imperative and the participles in every binyan. In the 
Hebrew Bible the Old Testament, the Infinitive Construct of "5 verbs 
have not been made available in the passive form of the Intensive and 
Causative binyanim, that is, the Pu’al and Hophal stems. 


10.64 

The Imperative of "5 verb would tote the vowel [O] (TS) as stem 

vowel in zero vowel sufformative inflection (2ms) in all binyanim 

including Qal and Niph’al binyanim. To perform consonantal sufformative 

conjugation (2fp) for the Imperative of TO verb, a helping vowel [79] 

(NX? oO) is required in all binyanim, while the vocalic sufformative 

conjugation would be lodged to the root without the abaft [M] (NT) 

in every binyan. The Imperatives of "5 verb have not been made 

available in the passive form of the Intensive and Causative binyanim, 

namely, the Pu’al and Hophal stems. - 10.35 - 


10.65 

To configure the Imperfect Tense of TRE, verbs, apart from affixing 
the preformatives, the ]""8, there is a requirement of a helping vowel 
Po] CPA 50) in consonantal sufformatives conjugation of all 
binyanim, active as well as passive binyan, while in vocalic sufformative 
conjugation of every binyan, the astern, original [T], as a paragoge, is 
abdicated and shortening of the stem vowel to a [QO] NW YI) would 
take place except in cases of default immutable vowel. In the case of 
zero vowel sufformative i ate the pillion syllable both retains 
the [m] (NT) and loads a [Ç ọ] ©) as stem vowel. The Imperfect 
Tense of 1" verb is ne in all binyanim. 


10.66 
The Perfect Tense of "5 verb is available in all binyanim. The 
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conjugation for the Perfect Tense of i verbs, likewise, requires 
a helping vowel [O] (Nor pon) in the affixing of consonantal 
sufformatives in all active binyanim of the verb, while the passive 
binyanim of the verb would embed one [O] ROn 97928) as helping 
vowel in consonantal sufformative conjugation. The strong [A] OÑ) in 
consonantal sufformatives inflection is softened to a weak [N] without 
the WI. In zero vowel sufformative conjugation in the Perfect Tense 
for as the stem vowel would be a [Ọ] (PAP); it partners well with 
a [M] (NM) in the astern position of the verb, hence the name of 7" 
verb. There are two formats involved in the vocalic conjugation for 
verbs of 7" root. The Perfect Tense third person feminine singular 
specially required a [N] (1M) to take up the position vacated by the 
j ny as the N in MJ she built, while the 5 in the Perfect Tense 
third person both gender is simply abandoned without replacement or 
seeking the help of another vowel, as in vowels in the sample word: 
333 they built. 


10.67 

The Participles—Active as well as Passive—apart from the default 
prosthesis in all binyanim out side the Qal Stem would be given a 
[OQ] (D429) as the stem vowel, including the Qal stem in zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation. There would be no segholate noun format 
for feminine singular Participle both active as well as passive voice 
for 11"? verbs but the declension of feminine singular verb for these 
verbs would be a vocalic format: [T---] (ST PAP). The declension 
of Passive Participle of all other binyanim would utilise the pattern 
of a strong verb except the Qal Passive Participle, which is given 
a combination of [7] (NOn PTW) as stem vowel in the pillion 
syllable of the Qal Passive Participle. 


10.68 9/m" verbs 
These are two-syllable verbs that carry a guttural Y or M in the "is 
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position, which required a MJANJA nme (pathach furtive) underneath these 
gutturals. It is shown in all binyanim only in the Infinitive Absolute. It 
is shown again under certain conditions in other configurations. Other 
than the vowel patterns of 9/ m5 would be as normal as the regular, 
strong verbs, as could be seen in the Qal Infinitive Absolute of the 
word: mow (once more, beware of the 13122 nme). There are two 
members of the Infinitive Absolute for the Niph’al: the J prosthesis 
engages the vowel [1] (wor n57), which is closely related to the 
Infintive Absolute, as stem vowel: mow; the other headed with [M] 
(NT) prosthesis would take [O] C3) as stem vowel in the pillion 
syllable: mown. The Pattern of vowels in the Infinitive Absolute of 
other binyanim of ¥/ m5 verbs would keep close to the regular, strong 
verbs of each binyan. 


10.69 

The vowel pattern in the Infinitive Construct of all binyanim of the 
yyn'5 verbs, surprisingly, is rather consistent and straightforward as all _ 10.37 - 
verbs of these roots would take up the [O] (MNS) as the stem vowel 
alongside the default prosthesis of each binyan, which is immutable in 
all binyanim. The vowel [O] (F115) in fact is the only stem vowel in 
use in all verbal form of y/n" roots, the Perfect Tense as well as 
the Imperfect Tense: Just add the [O] (FIND) to the pillion syllable of 
anyone verbal form of these D/ n> verbs, the task of conjugation is 
well done, of course adding the relevant pronominal sufformative and 
or preformative. 

a) The MJ nine is shown only in Qal Infinitive Construct 
and the Hiphil Infinitive Construct. In fact, the MJN nine 
is mostly shown in zero vowel sufformative conjugation in the 
Hiphil binyan where a long vowel such as [O] (son TARE) 
is the stem vowel by default: in the Hiphil Participle (active), 
Hiphil Imperfect and the Hiphil Perfect, in addition to the 
Hiphil Infinitives; whereas in the Qal binyan, it is only in the 
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Qal Participles—active and passive—where there is zero vowel 
sufformative conjugation the MJA MAB is shown. 


b) The vowel mJ% nme is not shown in the Imperative Mood 
of all binyanim of 9/5 verbs. 


c) In the Perfect Tense of all binyanim where there is no accent 
shift in the inflection of the second person feminine singular you 
lady which requires consonantal sufformative thus enriching the 
verb with double MAÐ, like the word: mmSui—double mna. 


10.70 Geminate verbs or "YD verbs 

Geminate verbs are verbs having two identical hind consonants making 
up a single, pillion syllable in the Perfect Tense third person singular, 
as the sample root: 220, which Qal Infinitive Absolute is 2139. 
The vowel pattern for the Infinitive Absolute of Germinate verbs of 
each binyan would be identical with the vowel scheme used in the 
regular, strong verbs of each binyan, reflecting the vowels in “pr 
in the case of Qal “r3. 


10.71 

Similarly, the vowel pattern in the Infinitive Construct, comparing with 
the vowels in the counterpart of the regular, strong verbs of each 
binyan would be identical, except the Niph’al which has only two 
syllables as shown in the sample word: 29m while there are three 
syllables in the regular, strong verb for Niph’al Infinitive Construct as 
in the sample word: Sup. The Qal Infinitive Construct of Geminate 
verbs are given the ae [0] (On o57) as the sole, head vowel 
instead of the usual [O] (93 NDW) for dynamic verb as well as stative 
verbs. The Infinitive Construct of non-Qal Geminate verbs would be 
similar to the counterpart of the regular, strong verbs of each binyan, 
with the exception of Hiphil Infinitive Construct of Geminate verb, 
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which would assume the same vowel patttern as the Hiphil Infinitive 
Absolute Geminate verb, instead of the key epenthesis [°O] (Non 
pT) employed in the regular verbs. 


10.72 

Appeared to be similar with Hollow verbs or bi-consonantal verbs, 
there would be no confusion, however, between Hollow verbs and 
Geminate verbs. In the Infinitive Construct, Hollow verbs display 
the middle vowel in either a [1] (11) which could be [ì] (PTW) or 
ÀI aon O51), or Po (89M PT) or D] (O in texts without 
nikkudim, making up three consonants altogether, without counting the 
prosthesis; whereas Geminate verbs would have only two consonants 
in the Infinitive Construct and the Imperative, without the prosthesis. 
In the case of the Perfect Tense, for Hollow verbs, only in singular 
zero vowel sufformative conjugation would the verb appear in two 
consonants but load a [Q] (PpP) as the sole vowel, while the Perfect 
Tense of Geminate verbs would have more than one consonant and 
load [O] (FANE) as the pillion vowel, reflecting the same vowel patterns - 10.39 - 
in the regular, strong verbs. 


10.73 

In the Qal Imperatives of Geminate verb, a distinction between 
dynamic verbs and stative verbs must be made, and the latter would 
assume a [O] (FINE) as the pillion vowel, while the vowels of 
dynamic Geminate verbs of Qal Imperative would be identical as 
those in the Qal Infinitive Construct for Geminate verbs. Niph/’al 
Imperative Geminate verbs are treated as stative verbs, which would 
appropriate [O] (FIN) as the theme vowel. The vowel pattern of 
non-Qal Imperative verbs would embrace the same vowel pattern in 
the Infinitive Construct of each binyan. 


10.74 
In the Imperfect Tense of Geminate verbs, the vowel pattern of 
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each binyan duplicates those of the Imperative with the addition of 
pronominal preformatives, the Į'M°N. Other than that, the vowel 
pattern of the Geminate Imperfect Tense would be the same as the 
regular, strong verbs. There is no Geminate Imperfect Tense for Pu’al 
binyan, at least in the NYPA. 


10.75 

The vowel patterns in Qal Participle Geminate verbs both active 
and passive would be identical as the regular, strong verbs. A major 
point of difference is in feminine singular, a vocalic sufformative 
conjugation, to undertake the [7---] (NT Yp) declension as in the 
Qal Passive Participle. Next to the Qal active and passive participle, 
there are two active participles in the non-Qal binyanim, and one, 
the Huphal, in the passive participle, which would take on similar 
declension as its counterparts in the regular, strong verbs. 


10.76 

Likewise, there is no Geminate Pu’al Perfect Tense. Conjugation for 
Geminate verb in the Perfect Tense would be the same as those in the 
counterpart of each binyan. Rather logically, the controversial middle 
consonant of the verbs would be unfolded and displayed in Prel 
(Pa’el) and Hithpa’el. In the conjugation of other binyanim, a helping 
vowel D] wie o517) is called to duty in all consonantal sufformative 
conjugations in the Perfect Tense, singular as well as plural in both 
genders, in the Simple binyanim and Causative binyanim. In Hiphil 
binyan of Geminate verbs, the helping vowel [Ñ] (Non D5) would 
replace the theme vowel [O] won je TT). 


10.77 

Similarly, a helping vowel [°Q] (Nor) 510) is required in the 
consonantal sufformative conjugation of the Imperfect Tense in the 
Geminate verbs. 
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The Participles and The Present Tense 


11.1 The Hebrew Participles (Q7212"3 Syd) - 11.1 - 
There are two Participles in used in Classical Hebrew, namely, the 

Active Participle and the Passive Participle. Comparable are these two 

with the two participles in the English language, that is, the Present 

Participle and the Past Participle. 


11.2 

The active voice denotes that the subject is the actor or executive 
of the action of the controlling verb; the passive voice indicates that 
the subject is acted upon by the action of the controlling verb while 
the actor or the originator or intiator of the verb is hidden in the 
backgroud of the semantic context. Only the Qal binyan Op 1m3) 
has both Passive and Active Participles in the Hebrew language. 


11.3 Nature of the Participle 

Two forms of the Participle are in use in the Hebrew language: the 
Passive Participle and the Active Participle, analogous to the Past 
Participle and the Present Participle in the English language. 
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11.4 

The nature of the participle, either active or passive, of each derived 
stem of the verb (0°13), that is, wheather it is a passive or active 
Participle, is determined by the nature of each ]""J2. As such, Prel 
(Pa’el) (SY), Hithpa’el (OYDMM) and Hiphil (YƏT) are active 
voice of the derived stems, hence, the participle of each of these stems 
is active participle; therefore there is no passive form of the participle 
for these: D~. 


11.5 

Like wise, Niph’al (DY), Pwal (SYD) and Hophal (SYM) as well 
as Huphal are passive voice of the binyanim, hence, the participle of 
each of these binyanim is a passive participle; and besides the default 
prosthesis, each of the masculine singular would carry a [Q] (V73) as 
the stem vowel or the pillion vowel, which would be immutable during 
conjugation. These binynim do not have the active participle—except 
Qal binyan, which has both the passive and the active participle. 


11.6 

Basically, it is more appropriate to think of the Hebrew Participles 
in term of active voice (Qal Active Participle, Pi’el (Pa’el) Participle, 
Hiphil Participle and Hithpa’el Participle) and passive voice (Qal Passive 
Participle, Niph’al Participle, Pu’al Participle, Hophal Participles), as 
each active binyan has the active participle but without the passive 
participle—except Qal binyan, which has both the passive and the 
active participle—while the passive binyan has the passive participle 
but without the active participle. 


11.7 

Except for the Qal Participles, which do not carry prosthesis, the 
Participles of all the other D33 are preceded by the consonant 
0a] (Q73) vowelled with [O] (93 NW), whereas the Niph’al (OY) 
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Participle is loaded with [3] (713) as prosthesis, and vowelled with [O] 
(YI NW). Both of these are members of the Simple binyan. 


11.8 

When one of the consonant in the WW has a guttural or weak 
consonant, the NIW rules for guttural consonant shall apply, mostly 
engaging weak consonants in the 'Y or ip position of the paradigmatic 
model root: DYÐ. 


11.9 

The Hebrew Participle could have the article prefixed to them, 
and by the same token, the use of preposition is allowed with the 
Participles. 


11.10 

A participle is generally the non-finite form of a verb quite similar to 
the infinitive. Unike the Infinitive, a participle does carry information 
pertaining to gender and number apart from the action of the verb, but 
it depends on the controlling verb for its tenses. 


- 11.3 - 


11.11 

The Participle shares some characteristics of a verb and some of 
an adjective. It is very often used substantively—as a noun. As a 
verb, it is allowed to take an object or predicate, but it has no tense 
determination. 


11.12 

A participle derived from a verb and used as an adjective is termed a 
gerund when it is used as noun, which in effect is a non-finite verb. 
The distinction lies in how the participle is used, as both would have 
the same form, expecially without the auxiliaries. 
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11.13 

Unlike the Perfect Tense and the Imperfect Tense, the Hebrew Participle 
must have a pronoun as the subject. Independent personal pronouns are 
used to produce a full force of expression equivalent to the English 
Present Tense (Present Continuous Tense or Simple Present Tense). 
The Active Participle (the Present Tense) of a verb often could be 
used as a noun. 


11.14 

Like adjectives, the Participles must agree with the main noun in 
gender and number they seek to modify, and therefore the participles 
take on four possible forms of declension: two for masculine participles 
(singular and plural), and two for feminine participles (singular and 
plural): there are two types of declension for feminine singular 
participles. These declensions are changed by means of adding personal 
pronoun affixes to the root, in the same manner as declensions done 
to the nouns. 


11.15 

Like a noun, the participle may take on a construct state in lieu of 
possessive case in Hebrew, which declension would be similar to the 
construct state of a noun. 


Construct Absolute 


"Aw Taw awa mw 
mM nyi /mo /ny 
DMW nonw naw mw 


11.16 
The Participle in the Hebrew language may be used in the following 
manners: 
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(1) The Active Participle is used as adjective, agreeing with 
the subject in gender, number and definiteness. It may 
be used either as the substantive, the attributive or the 
predicative position. 

(11) As an adjective, the Participle has no tenses; but it has 
a sense of completed action similar to a perfect meaning, 
especially so with the Passive Participle, as in the case 
with the English Past Participle. 

(iii) The Active Participle could be used as a subject of the 
verb (substantive use of the Active Participle), in which 
case it has the sense as the actor or the architect or an 
agent who performs or one who is doing the action of 
the controlling verb. In this way, a Hebrew word in the 
form a Participle could be used as an ordinary common 
noun; a sample word of this: “MW, which word could 
denote "the act of guarding" or "the person who is doing 
the job of guarding", that is, "the guard". 

(iv) When used as a noun, the Active Participle could accept - 11.5 - 
the Article: e.g. ]j>117 the elder, “wT the guard. 

(v) As a noun, the Active Participle may occur in the construct 
state or take a pronoun suffix: 

(vi) The Active Participle could be used as a verb; but 
without the article prefixced and, as there is no auxiliary 
in Hebrew, can be used in the past, the present, or the 
future time of the controlling verb. On this ground, the 
Active Participle is used as Present Tense for the Hebrew 
verb, particularly so in Modern Hebrew. 

(vii) As a verb, the Participle has verbal stem (7734) and voice, 
gender and number. 

(viii) In the main thrust, the Participles unfolds a process of the 
verb that could be understood as linear, iterative, repeated 
action, or simply trying to be vivid. 
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11.17 The Qal Active Participle 

As far as the Active Participle is concern, by the time of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, it seems, the head vowel had already been deflected to 
[0] (ON o> 17) but emerged as [1] won as in Isaiah manuscript 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


11.18 

In Biblical Hebrew, the vowel [O] (70M o>17) placed after the first 
root consonant is sometimes written as [5] won o>"): e.g. mTw 
oa w mw SW. This form is used more frequently in 
Modern Hebrew especially of word which root has a [A] (%2) in 
the third position of the word. 


11.19 Forms and Default Vowel Scheme of Qal Participles 

The default vowels for the Qal Participles are those identical in 
currency in the sample words: Dya or Syb for the Qal Active 
Participle; Sava for Qal Passive Participle. 

11.20 


To be used in the Passive Participle, as the vowels in the 
allele) [+9] sample word: DYD l 
: To be used in the Active Participle, as the vowels in the 
uP ae sample word: Syib or Syb 
Only four pronoun forms (masculine singular and plural, female singular 
and plural) are used in the Participle. The feminine singular has two 
types of ending: (i) [NOQ] ] (+9420+'7420), similar to segholate 
nouns; (ii) [iT---] (STYR), (e.g. TOUP, the alternative feminine 
singular ending but is less common. It is required in participles with a 
weak middle letter in the verbal roots. Both of these two are vocalic 
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sufformative conjugation. 


11.21 
Alternative form of the Active Participle could be written with vowel 
combination of [O+4] CORON p>in), used mainly for op 3a. 
This alternative form is mostly used in Modern Hebrew as Present 
Tense. 


11.22 

The vowel scheme for other 093933 would emulate the vowels used 
in the base form of the verb, that is, the Infinitive Construct of each 
stem (see the paradigm given below). 


Paradigm: Qal Participles of Strong Verb 


wp Sup ahah) 
p-Swp obup Mm 
Troe. 
iD) : IE sor 
Dwr rou apts 
miowp mbu mag 


11.23 The Qal Active Participle as the Present Tense (TATA) 
Unlike English, the Hebrew language does not have a separate set 
of verbal form for the Present Tense: the Active form of the Hebrew 
Participle is used for this purpose, especially so in Modern Hebrew. 


11.24 
The sense of a present tense of a verb, however, may be expressed 
by using other verbal forms as well, such as the Imperfect Tense. 


11.25 
The Participle, depending on the context of the controlling verb in the 
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sentence, may express a past sense; a popular example: 
DWI 70y nTn DON MAT (Genesis 1:3). 


11.26 
The sample given here shows the Participle is used as an adjective 
in the predicative in a non-verbal sentence; 


TW WNI 


— 


Other possible implications of the sample phrase: 
e The man was guarding. 
e The man is/was observing (watching). 
e The man is one who guards (The man is the guard). 
e The man kept. 
e The man is about to guard. 
e The man will guard. 


11.27 
Independent personal pronouns should be used with this type of 
sentences to generate a sense of the verb similar to the English Present 
Tense. 


11.28 

Unlike English, sentences in Hebrew in the Present Tense that seek 
to convey an adjectival effect may not require copula verb (verb to 
be), known as verbless or zero verb or even zero copula sentences in 
some Hebrew grammar textbooks. Hebrew is not the only language to 
be privileged with this feature. It is also found in the Malay language 
and Mandarin Chinese where a supposed of the verb to be is absent 
in places where it is to be expected in the counterpart sentences in 
the English language, usually expressing a simple direct relationship 
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or a condition or quality and the like. 


11.29 
There is no active participle for the Niph’al binyan. 


11.30 The (Active) Participle for Piel (Pa’el), Hithpa’el and 
Hiphil 

All Participles, active as well as passive, outside the Simple binyanim 
(Qal and Niph'al) are given the prosthesis [7] (073) as the key sign 
for the Participles. In the case of Pi’el (Pa’el) Participle, the prosthesis 
[72] (OA) is prefixed to the Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct without 
disruption to the default vowels of the Pi’el (Pa’el) binyan, and as 
there is no accent shift and therefore propretonic reduction of head 
vowel would not happen. The given NIW of the prosthesis [73] (07) 
is a DJ NIW, as the vowels in the sample word: Sup. The same 
maneuver would be applicable to the formation of Hithpa’el Participle, 
which is an active participle, where the default [M] (NTI) would be 
replaced by [73] (072) the prosthesis for Participles, as the vowels in the -11.9 - 
sample word: DUP. To configure the Participle for Hiphil, which 
is an active stem, the prosthesis for participle [7] (O72) would take 
the place of [M] (NT) in the default head syllable, as the vowels in 
the sample word: Sup. The stem vowel for all active binyanim 
would load a [O] pes as the stem vowel. For Hiphil binyan, the 
key signature [°O] (son TT) is immutable and it plays the role 
of the stem vowel for Hiphil Participle—except in the declension for 
feminine singular, which assumes a segholate noun format—and all 
forms of the Hiphil binyan, except zero vowel conjugation in Hiphil. 


11.31 

As the Participles are verbal noun, the inflection for participle would 
be known as declension, and attention is needed to take note that 
the declension for feminine singular participle would take a segholate 
noun format, which would be the standard declension for all active 
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participle feminine singular, as the vowels in the sample words: 
nap n24. 


11.32 The Passive Participles 

The Passive Participle has the same function as the Active Participle: to 
be used as an attributive adjective, predicative adjective, or substantive 
noun. 


11.33 
Termed as passive, the Hebrew Passive Participle is really in the active 
stem; and for this some textbooks went far enough to suggest that 
the passive in Hebrew could be understood as a relfexive or a middle 
voice. A Passive form of the verb could occur only in the Transitive 
verb. 


11.34 
The method and manner of declension for the Active Participle would 
be applicable to the Passive Participle. 


11.35 

The declension for the Participles of the weak verbs would be similar 
to the strong verbs, making adjustment for contiguous DNW as well 
as other related rules. 


11.36 

The Passive voice of each binyan would have the passive participle, 
and the Qal binyan also has a Passive Participle, hence there are five 
passive participles, including one in Qal binyan and two in the Hophal 
binyanim. 


11.37 
Only the Qal stem has both an Active Participle and a Passive 
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Participle form of a verb. Participle in the Qal stem, both Active 
and Passive, does not carry prefixes. 


11.38 

Other Passive Participles are found in Niph’al, Pu’al, Hophal, and these 
three binyanim do not have the Active Participle as each of these 
three is the passive voice of the verb of which an active counterpart 
is separately available: the Active Participle for Pu’al is Prel (Pa’el) 
Active Participle, the Active Participle for Hophal is Hiphil Active 
Participle and the Active for Niph’al is Qal, which has an Active and 
an another Passive form of the Participle of it own, and so on. 


Vowel scheme of Hophal Hollow Participle 


opm UPR UPR TS 
mpm npa nipa n% 
map Dbyph Dbuph DD% 


minpy  mbupa movupa minx 


11.39 

Rules of propretonic reduction of first vowel shall apply to all cases 
of Passive Participle with pronominal sufformative inflections, that 
is, masculine plural, feminine singular and feminine plural, with the 
exception of masculine singular verbs, which would be always a zero 
vowel sufformative conjugation. 


11.40 Qal Passive Participles 

The Qal Passive Participle is vowelled with [+O] (PW-A), the 
default combination in all verb types (including Tb verbs), except 
Vo" (Il-yod/waw or Ayin-yod/waw) verbs, known as Hollow verbs 
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(also known as biconsonantal verbs), which actually are single-syllable 
verbs. 


11.41 

The Qal binyan has a set of default vowel for the Qal Passive 
Participle, as the vowels in the sample word: SAV. As the head 
vowel is a [O] (732), in which case, it would response to propretonic 
reduction of head vowel in pluralisation. The stem vowel [ì] (PNW) 
is given by default for Qal Passive Participle, which is immutable. As 
participles, both active as well as passive, are verbal nouns, thus the 
declension of the participles would be similar to the declension of the 
nouns. Once again, attention is needed to take note that the declension 
for the Passive Participle feminine singular, however, assumed a format 
as the vowels in the sample word: Twp, which is different from 
that of the feminine singular of the Active Participle, the segholate 
noun ending. As could be seen from the sample declension, it is 
a vocalic sufformative conjugation, which would induce propretonic 
reduction of the head vowel. The declension for feminine plural would 
be similar to the declension of feminine nouns, in which case the key 
ending for feminine plural nouns: N) would be visible. 


11.42 

Sometime Qal Passive Participle could be written as: Sup, a (2p) 
instead of a regular (PW), to illustrate: NTN in Hosea 3:1 Qal 
Passive Participle fiminine singular construct for the meaing of being 
loved or the loved one; “TIN in Song of Solomon 3:8, and so on. 


11.43 

As a general rule, all non-Qal binyanim would have a default prosthesis 
for each respective binyan, which would be immutable. There are two 
patterns of Hophal and thus two distinctive prostheses, one for each 
format. To configure the Passive Participle for each of the Passive 
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binyan, by the same rules and method used for the Active Participle, 
the head default syllable would lead a standard stem vowel for the 
Passive Participle, which by default would be a [O] YAP). 


11.44 

The declension of three main passive voice binyanim, namely, the 
Niph’al, Pu’al and Hophal are similar as that of the Qal active 
participle, including the segholate feminine noun ending for feminine 
singular. Each would be given a prosthesis: the Niph’al displays the [3] 
(MD, while other would show the [f2] (073) pair up with the vowel [O] 
(TAP) as theme vowel. All passive voice participles would assume a 
similar pattern in declension. There are two forms of Hophal Participles: 
(i) UP (PRP) or (ii) PUP (PIP), both are in the zero vowel 
sufformative declension (ms). Participles in the Hophal binyanim are 
to be inflected like the Qal Active Participle where the declension for 
feminine singular would assume segholate feminine noun ending, with 
the exception of ™"5 verb where the Participles are to be assigned 
the vowel [QO] (2P) as the theme vowel. - 11.13 - 


11.45 

To sum up, for both the strong and the weak verbs, in the Intensive 
and Causative binyanim, in the Passive as well as Active Participle, 
the Participles are prefixed with the prosthesis syllable [7] (073), which 
is the main characteristic of non-Qal Participles, except the Niph’al, 
which assumes its own prosthesis the [3] (713). All these 0°32 follow 
a rather consistent pattem: Upa OUP Pupa Pupa PYP or 
DUPIN. Actually these base forms are also the vowels used in the 
names of each binyan. 
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11.46 Paradigms of the Participles 


Paradigm: Qal Participles of Strong Verb 


Wp uP seg 
p*Siup obup mT 
movo / 

i) TE IE as 
mowy nous aan 
miowwp midoup maa 


(a) The strong verbs (for paradigms of oP i3 see the paradigm 
above): 


- 11.14 - 


The Participles of non-Qal Binyamm 


ope Supe = Supna Supa Dupe Yp 
emee siopa eiee o-oupa Sirie OUP] mp 
noppa ngpa npma napy NPR Tp *f 
mbypa mbwpa mbypma mbypy mbupa mbypi fp 

*The optional ending with T— [Ọ] (N7 PPP) (e.g. m2up3) is 
available for any feminine singular participle but is less common. It is 
required with all participles from middle weak roots. 

**Another form is DYP. 
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Some participles from the XJA 


J207 Deuterono- 
Í my 8:15 
DINWIT Jos. 13:2 
n ya PL 
oT ae 
MwWaANT Deuterono- 
my 22:25 
T Genesis 
Pil 35:3 
n ERARA Daniel 2:2 
tornon Ezra 6:3 
“TPE as - 11.15 - 
mna Jeremiah 
i SOT 
TIn Daniel 5:6 
=g By) Jeremiah 
e AED) 
TIY Isaiah 57:3 
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The Perfect Tense: 939 7737 


12.1 Nature of the Hebrew Perfect Tense 

A Hebrew verb carries four layers of information: semantic meaning of 
the verb, person, gender and the Tenses with mood and voice in the 
background. Generally, the tense of the verb is related to the time or 
the moment the action of the verb takes place, at least in the English 
language so is this. In the matter related to the time of the action of 
the verb, however, Hebrew and English are not entirely parallel. Verbs 
could be transitive or intransitive; dynamic or stative; again, not totally 
parallel to English. The tenses in Hebrew are rather more concern with 
the nature of the action or the event generated by the verb in the case 
of an intransitive or a stative verb: Is it completed, in the process of or 
underway, or a completed event—simply a fait accompli; a fait accompli 
could serve as an indication of a punctiliar time reference, or some sort 
of iterative, repetitive action. Unlike English, the subject of the verb 
in the Hebrew Perfect Tense, that is the gatal, in the form of personal 
pronouns known as pronominal sufformative or pronoun suffixes are 
attached to the end of the verbal root to set up the Past Tense, hence 
often the Perfect Tense in Hebrew is also known as Sufformative 
Conjugation (SC) in some grammar textbooks. By the same token, the 
term Preformative Conjugation (PC) is used to denote the Imperfect 
Tense, the yigtol. Generally speaking, it is quite acceptable to equate 


257 


- 12.1 - 


258 


- 12.2 - 


Hebrew Verbal System 


the Hebrew Perfect Tense to the Preterite in English. The Perfect Tense 
(up) in Hebrew occupied a compartment of its own within Hebrew 
verbs in terms of default vowels, which conjugation utilises three sets 
of sufformatives: (i) consonantal sufformative conjugation—beginning 
with a consonant (six members); (ii) vocalic (vowel) sufformative 
conjugation—beginning with a vowel (two members); and (iii) zero 
sufformative conjugation—no sufformative is needed (one member). 
Unlike the Hebrew Imperfect Tense, there is no preformative would 
be used to conjugate the Hebrew Perfect Tense. 


12.2 How the Hebrew Perfect Tense is used 
The preterite in Hebrew is used: 

i. To indicate an action or an event which is completed before 
the speech time or reference time, and these could overlap; 
it could be an action in the past (simple past in English 
grammar), present (Present Perfect in English grammar), or 
pluperfect (Past Participle in English grammar); it does not 
express the time of the action of the verb, that is, the moment 
the action of the verb takes place: simply something did occur 
dynamically and punctiliarly or did come into being; 

ii. To express an action of a simple past; an event fait accompli, 
which might not repeat but could serve the role of punctiliar 
reference; 

iii. To denote a habitual action; 

iv. To depict a state of being in term of perception, attitude, or 
mental condition or proclivity, especially with stative verbs. 


12.3 The Objects of the Verb 

The verb generally takes an object; but there are other cases where 

the verb does not take an object, known as intransitive. 

a. Transitive verbs are verbs that may take a direct object. 
Example: Abraham taught mathematics in Jerusalem. 
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e In this sentence, the word "mathematics" is the direct object of 
the verb "taught" because it receives the action of the controlling 
verb or also known as the primary verb of the sentence. 


b. Intransitive verbs cannot take a direct object. 
Example: Abraham died in the battle. 
e In this sentence, the verb "died" does not take a direct object. 


12.4 Derived Stems of the Perfect Tense (0°23) 
All the Derived Stems of the verb (072"234) could be expressed by a 
Perfect Tense. Each 7233 has an active voice and a passive voice: 
i. The subject of a verb when it is in the form of personal pronoun 
(the pronominal) it would be attached to the rear end of the verbal 


Qal Niph'al 


ap vB: 
ae Pwal Hitpa’el 
Dya ROUEN 


Hiphil Hophal 
DET SYET 


root, known as pronominal suffixes of the verb, or simply as verbal 
suffixes. For this, the Perfect Tense inflexion is also known as 
sufformative conjugation (SC) in some grammar textbooks. 

ii. Generally, the verb in the Hebrew language must agree in person, 
number and gender with the subject of the controlling verb in 
all tenses, whereas the Past and Future Tense in English do not 
require the showing of number and gender of the verb. 


12.5 
There are three types of sufformative conjugation in the Perfect 
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Tense: 

I. Those that begin with a consonant, the consonantal 

sufformatives: 

(a) The consonantal sufformatives to be attached to the root would 
be sufficient to constitute a single syllable and carried the accent; 
when adding consonantal sufformative to the verbal root, the 
pillion syllable of the root must be closed with a NIW, as the 
vowels in the sample word: OAtY you (have/had) forsaken, 
the Qal Perfect for the root ATY, (Ezekiel 24:21, and so on). 
Care must be taken that when a weak consonant occupies the 
hind position of the pillion syllable, it would not load a NNW 
in verbs of 8") and M'O root, as the vowels in the following 
sample word which is a x" root: ONXD7 you men healed, 
the Prel (Pa’el) Perfect for the root 857, (Ezekiel 34:4); these 
two consonants (Si) and I") must be kept silent or quiescent 
but verbs of M'S and Y"5 root could accept a TT] NIW, as 
the vowels in the sample word: anA I was glad, the Qal 


- 12.4- i . 
Perfect first person singular both gender for the root TAW, (1 


The consonantal sufformatives are: 


to be used in the first person singular both genders, i.e. T. 


to be used in the second person singular masculine, i.e. you 
(male): you man. 


to be used in the second person singular feminine, 1.e. you 
(female): you lady. 
to be used in the first person plural both genders, 1.e. we. 


to be used in the second person plural masculine, i.e. you 
(male): you men. 


to be used in the second person plural feminine, i.e. you 
(female): you ladies. 
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Samuel 2:1). At the same time, the shift of accent would induce 
propretonic reduction of the first vowel of the root to a 91 NNW 
or, if a guttural consonant is present, a composite shewa. This 
may overlap with the rules of the contiguous D°SNW. 

(b) Assimilation of [3] (D) or [M] ON) sitting at the hind position 
of the root with the lead consonant of these the consonants in 
the consonantal sufformative inflection would take place. 


II. Those that begin with a vowel, the vocalic sufformatives: 

(a) The vocalic (beginning with a vowel) sufformatives could not 
constitute a full syllable, therefore it must rely on part of the 
pillion, stem syllable of the root for a consonant to head a new 
syllable resulting from inflection: the rule of abdication of the 
hind consonant and shortening of the pillion, stem vowel of the 
root shall be applicable, as in the sample word: 157) they strove, 
the Qal Perfect Tense for the third person plural both gender of 
the root 3°, (Ezra 9:6, etc.). The head vowel [Q] (Ap) is 
the default vowel for Perfect Tense. The accent is shifted to the - 12.5 - 
new syllable but unmarked by virtue of being the last syllable 
of a two syllable word. 

(b) The issue of stem vowel or theme vowel would not arise in the 
vocalic sufformative conjugation as there is none involved in this 


The vocalic sufformatives: 


category of inflection. 
(c) In the Perfect Tense, a shift of accent would usually occur when 
adding sufformative to the verb during inflexion, except: 
§ The first person common singular and plural J and we of 
all binyanim, 
§ The second person singular masculine you man of all 
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binyanim, 

§ The third person common plural of Hiphil Perfect they 
ladies and gentlemen, 

§ The third person singular feminine she. 


III. Zero vowel sufformative Conjugation (no sufformative is 
involved): 

(a) In the Perfect Tense, third person masculine singular he does 
not require sufformative conjugation in the Perfect Tense of all 
binyanim, as XX7 he found; he discovered, the Qal Perfect for 
the root 83873, (1 Chronicles 17:25, etc.) 

(b) As matter stands now, the Perfect Tense third person masculine 
singular is used as the base form of vocalisation in lexicon for the 
regular verbs; whereas verbs of "Ð root, 1/""Y and Y"Y roots, 
the Infinitive Construct is used as the base form in lexicon entry. 


12.6 Default vowel scheme for Qal Perfect Tense 

The Perfect Tense in Hebrew is one of the five primary forms. In 
the Qal binyan (Ob 7233), the Simple Active form of the verb, 
the Perfect Tense is given a pair of default vowels, which comes in 
two formats, as the two pairs of vowels in the sample words: T3Y 
and NY. In the first dyad, the pillion vowel [O] (MMB) is used as 
the stem or theme vowel to configure the Perfect Tense of all active 
binyanim: interestingly, including the Niph’al Perfect, except three 
cases of zero vowel suffix conjugation—one in the active Intensive, 
one in the Reflexive and one in the Hiphil, and in all cases of vocalic 
sufformative conjugation in all binyanim: the vowel [O] CS) is used 
for zero vowel sufformative conjugation in the Perfect Tense of the 
Intensive binyan, as the vowels in the sample word: 7, also the 
same would be used in the Perfect Tense of the Reflexive Hithpa’el, 
while the Hiphil Perfect Tense has its own immutable [PO] (XT 
ND) as the epenthsis; and the vocalic sufformative conjugation 


‘postaoy Arenuer pZQZ UEH UAS 


cul vad 


Steffen Han 2024 January Revised. 


own FINS 


CHAPTER TWELVE: The Perfect Tense 263 


would go through the process of abdication of the hind consonant and 
shortening of the stem vowel of the root to a NIW, thus no stem vowel 
would be required. The double [O] (VAP) in the second format, as 
the vowels in the sample world: T3Y would be utilised in verbs of 
N'S and Mm" roots. Unlike the default vowels in the Qal Imperfect 
emanated from the infinitive construct, these sets of vowels for the Qal 
Perfect Tense are not Infinitive derived. 


12.7 
In short, for the Qal 7723, there are two vowel schemes for the Perfect 
Tense: 
I. Dynamic or Fientive verbs 
a. [O+O] (MMB+7P) for dynamic, strong verbs, as the vowels in 
Wy; 
b. [O+O] (YARP+rARP) for x" and m"5 verbs, as the vowels in 
73; 
c. But the "Y verbs or hollow verbs would load a sole [OQ] (2P) 
in the Perfect Tense. 
II. Stative verbs in the Perfect Tense 
Stative verbs are found only in the Qal 1733. There are three vowel 
types of stative verbs. When a stative verb assumes the form of a 
binyan outside the Qal stem, it takes on an dynamic meaning: 
a. [O+O] (7RP+°73) for stative verb of [O] ©) class; 
b. [0+0] (TOM odin+p~ypP) for stative verb of [O] abm) 
class; 
c. [O+Ọ] mnS+rap) for some stative verb of [O] (MN) class. 


- 12.7 - 


12.8 Paradigms of Qal Perfect Tense 

Hebrew grammar textbooks usually furnish different styles of 
arrangement of the paradigm: some provide the first person singular 
common gender Perfect Tense as the head, as shown in Table (a) 
that would allow easy memorising of the paradigm, while Table (b), 
advocating that this is the simplest form of Hebrew verb and also it 
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Hollow/Stative verb 


{p Pea NIT 
is used as the base to head the entry of a verb in lexicon. Both of 
these could become immaterial when the conjugation of the Hebrew 
verb is approached from the three types of inflection, namely, the 
consonantal suffix conjugation, the vocalic suffix conjugation and zero 
suffix conjugation. Depending on each person’s preference, a student 
could choose one of these to suit one's personal learning habit. 


12.9 Some notes on X/N"5, Y/N"Y and v/n"> verbs 
Observable features common to these three groups of weak verbs were 
the presence of [M] (TT) or [9] (7Y) consonants, also known as 
guttural consonants (72172). 
a. These two consonants prefer [O] (nA AOT) in places 
where YI NW is needed in the verb in Qal binyan; 
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b. These two consonants could not carry a Y3 NIW beneath 
them; but they could schlep the TM] NW; 

c. These two consonants could not be fastened with a PIM W327, 
thus virtual doubling while rejecting the Y3I7 but without 
lengthening the preceding vowel would take place; verbs in 
the Intensive and the Reflexive binyanim are affected by this 
peculiarity; 

d. In most cases, the presence of [M] (NT) would warrant the 
verb to be treated as stative verb; 

e. Except vocalic sufformative conjugation in all binyanim and 
Hiphil binyan, all m"5 verbs would carry [O] (MB) as stem 
or pillion vowel in all binyanim in the Perfect Tense. In the 
case of Hiphil binyan, zero vowel sufformative conjugation 
would be given a 113132 MND (pathach furtive) beneath the 
last [M] (77M), while the vocalic sufformative conjugation 
would be assigned the Hiphil signatory vowel the [O] Gwe 
jer TT). 

f. As a matter of fact, the vowel [O] (TINE) is the main stem - 12.9 - 
vowel in all Infinitive derivatives of verbs of ¥/M"> roots 
as the situation in the Infinitive Construct (except Qal and 
Hiphil where both bear the 73122 MN together with the 
default stem vowel of each binyan), the Imperative and the 
Imperfect Tense of non-Qal and non-Hiphil. The Infinitive 
Absolute of verbs in all binyanim, Active Participle and the 
Passive Participle of M'D verbs would cary 72132 NN 
(pathach furtive) when [M] (°C) or [9] (°S) occurs last of 
the verb. 

g. In the Perfect Tense of all binyanim where there is no 
accent shift in the inflection of the second person feminine 
singular you lady which requires consonantal sufformative 
thus enriching the verb with double MN, like the vowels 
in the sample word: moSui—double nna. 
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As it could be observed by now, it is not necessary to rote 
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up all the paradigms in the Hebrew verbs so long as the student has 
mastered up the default vowels in each binyan and the mechanism of 
the three types of conjugation which would be equally applicable to 
the Infinitive derivatives (the Imperative, the Jussive or Cohortative 
and the Imperfect) and the Perfect Tense of all binyanim. The rules 
and mechanism would be similar. 


12.10 The Perfect Tense of x5 roots 


i. 


iii. 


In the conjugation for verbs of N'5 root, the consonantal suffix 
inflection for the Perfect Tense of Qal and Hophal binyanim, 
in addition to the default vowel or m syllable, the theme or 
pillion vowel would be assigned a [Ọ] (PP), as shown by the 
vowels in the sample world: oo (Isaiah 42:22); whereas 
in all other non-Qal and non-Hophal binyanim, the vowel [O] 
("T8) is employed in consonantal sufformative conjugation as the 
stem or pillion vowel, including the Niph’al and Hiphil, active 
as well as passive voice of the verb. The Niph’al is treated with 
an active stem vowel, namely the [O] ("738) while the N'D is 
quiescent in all binyanim. The vowels of the default prosthesis 
remain immutable in all forms of conjugation for the preterite 
verbs, reflecting the vowels in the nomenclature of each binyan. 
Accent shift in consonantal suformative conjugation, unmarked, 
would induce propretonic reduction of the head vowel of the 
root. 

The vocalic sufformative conjugation in the Perfect Tense of 
N'D root would go through the abdication of the hind consonant 
and the shortening of the stem vowel, which may or may not 
trigger propretonic reduction of head vowel since the contiguous 
DNI in the prosthesis has already been treated by default. 
In zero vowel sufformative conjugation for the Perfect Tense 
of N'O verbs, a [Q] (YP) is assigned to the Simple binyanim 
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as well as passive voice of non-Qal binyanim to configure the 
pillion syllable, but a [O] (TS) is allocated to verbs in the 
active voice of non-Qal binyanim, except Hiphil binyan, which 
has its default [O] won 11), to do the same task, while 
the default prosthesis of each binyan is immutable. 


12.11 The Perfect Tense of 11" roots 

i. The consonantal sufformative conjugation of "5 roots required 
a helping vowel [°O] ] (won pT) in the affixing pronominal 
sufformative in all active voice of the verb, while the passive 
voice of the verb would embed [°O] cor “T3) as helping 
vowel in consonantal sufformative conjugation of all binyanim. 
The strong [A] QÑ) in consonantal sufformative inflection is 
softened to a weak 1 without the W35. 

ii. There are two formats involved in the vocalic conjugation for 
verbs of "9 root. The Perfect Tense third person feminine 
singular specially required a [N] OM) to take up the position 
vacated by the ‘T >, as the N in 113 she built (Proverbs 9:1; - 12.11 - 
14:1), while the 5 Hy in the Perfect Tense third person both 
gender is simply abandoned without replacement or seeking the 
help of another vowel, as in 333 they built (Ruth 4:11, etc.). 

iii. In zero vowel sufformative conjugation in the Perfect Tense for 
Ts the stem vowel would be a [Ọ] (YAp); it partners well 
with a [T] (NT) in the astern position of the verb, hence the 
name of "> verb. 


12.12 Additional notes on the Niph’al Perfect Tense: 

i. Niph’al binyan is the passive form of the verb in the Simple 
binyan, as in the sample word: 732 he was captured. 
(Lamentations 4:20). 

ii. In some cases, Niph’al is used to convey reflexive expression; 
just to offer a sample: aw he kept to himself (2 Samuel 
20:10). 
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Vi. 


vii. 


12.13 
Perfect Tense: 


i. 
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There are three verbs deemed as Nithpael, that is: 17017 
Ezekiel 23:48 Conjunctive waw Verb - Nithpael Perfect third 
common plural; they were admonished; “ÐĐƏN Deut. 21:8 
Conjunctive wawVerb - Nithpael Perfect third person masculine 
singular he was atoned; TW] Prov 27:15 Verb - Nithpael 
Perfect third person feminine singular she/it resembled. These 
verbs could be understood as Aramaic words; not a separate 
binyan. 

For certain words when there is no Qal form, the Niph’al 
would assume the Qal role, for an illustration: om?3 he fought 
(Judges 11:25, and the like). 

Verbs in the Niph’al stem would tote as prosthesis the consonant 
[3] (713), which does not change or assimilate. 

Assimilation of first [3] (713) of a root would occur for 3"Ð 
verbs, as the sample words: 10x3) € (533) OLIT (which is 
supposed to be 125333) he saved oneself or he escaped, BIT he 
was moved to pity, but there would be double [3] (713) if no 
assimilation would take place, as shown by the sample word: 
WMVY I am shaken off (Psalm 109:23). No assimilation of 
the first [3] (713) of a root would occur if the middle consonant 
of the root happened to be a guttural, however, as shown in 
the same sample word, which is a Y"Y word: “MYI I am 
shaken off. 

There are a few special verbs, such as: np», 103 and some *"5 
(usually the middle consonant takes 3%) verbs would conjugate 
like J"5 verbs. While amar (1 Chr. 3:5; 20:8) is parsed as 
Niph'al Perfect. 


Additional notes on the Intensive Pi’el (Pa’el) and Pu’al 


Verbs in the Piel (Pa’el) stem load a WIT in the middle 
consonant of the root. 
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ii. Pwal Į™I3 is the passive Sample of Pi’el (Pa'el) SDN 
fom of Prel (Pæ’el spbox 
binyan: it loads a WIT in aaa 
the middle consonant of the 17D% 
root. 5D8N 

iii. The Prel (Pa’el) binyan 
could be used to perform a role similar to Causative Stem, 
namely, the Hiphil binyan, especially for Stative verbs, and 
some weak verbs, as in the sample word: > he taught. The 
stem vowel takes [O] (FIM), hinting the stative nature of the 
verb. 

iv. The Prel (Pa’el) form could be used to express a Simple Active 
meaning in certain words which do not have the Qal binyan, as 
in the sample word: oon he praised (Psalm 10:3; LXT Psalm 
9:24; Judges 12:13,15). 


12.14 Additional notes on the Reflexive Hithpa’el Perfect Tense: 

i. Hithpa’el is the active voice of the reflective or reciprocal 
action, as the sample words: INAT they looked at each other, 
TANNIT he strengthened himself (2 Chronicles 10:18); wapnit 
he sanctified himself. 

ii. There appeared to have some words in the Hithpa’el but its role 
comes close to that of the Qal binyan, as in the sample words: 
S>ann he prayed (Numbers 21:7); IN2IT They prophesied 
(Jeremiah 23:13); BIT) (NIIT) he prophesised (Ezra 5:1); 
JAJNA (cf. -a7m7) she turned about this way and that (Job 

38:14). 

iii. Metathesis in the Reflexive stem would take place only in 
Hithpa’el Perfect when the prosthesis for Hithpa’el precedes 
any one of these consonants: [W] (W), [V] qW), [0] Tm) 
and [3] (PTY), which occupied the "Ð position in the root, it 
swaps with the [M] QM) of the prosthesis, as in the samples: 
TAMT (supposed to be: AWN); MDMWT he was found 
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(Daniel 2:35 now supposed to be MDWNM); SDnon (supposed 
to be: Sson: TUT We provisioned ourselves (Joshua 
9:12/LXX Joshua 9:12 TA¥ supposed to be: TWh). 

For words with [3] (2°73) in "Ð position, the [N] OM) of 
the prosthesis is to be changed to [®] (1°) after swapping, 
as in the sample word: PUT (supposed to be: TSN); 
he justified himself, comparing with PT3 he justified. 
Assimilation of the [N] QM) of the prosthesis is to take place 
for words that carry [7] (M37), [QB] wW) or [FM] OD) in 
the "Ð position of the root: a wat, in this case, must be 
displayed in the next consonant, to demonstrate: 17JWiT1 and 
so they purified themselves (Numbers 8:7 for 7779) where 
the [0] (MM) in the "Ð position of the root was absorbed or 
assimilated whereby a WI7 took its place. A similar lexical, 
gymnastic feat in wT she/it lubricates herselffitself (Isaiah 
34:6 Hithpa’el/Hothpa’ al Perfect third person feminine singular); 
NIIN (Ezekiel 37:10 waw conjunction Hithpa’el Perfect 
third person masculine singular). Similar acrobatic also occur 
in Hithapa’el Participle as 5'377 (Ezekiel 2:2; 43:6 Hithpa’el 
Participle masculine singular absolute); “MMO? hiding oneself 
(1 Samuel 23:19, and so on); D°YMYHM YN I Chronicles 
36:16); also in Hithpa’el Imperfect 1am in (Numbers 21:27, 
along with others). A well documented exception case in 
Jeremiah 49:3 which registered: TIWWIWNTM. 


12.15 Additional notes on the Causative Hiphil and Hophal or 
Huphal Perfect Tense: 


i. 


ii. 


iii. 


The Causative in Hebrew is used to declare a state of being 
of the verb. 

Verbs in Hiphil binyan is a Causative active voice is given as 
prosthesis the syllable 7. 

The Hophal or Huphal binyan is the passive form of the 
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Causative stem; its prosthetic syllables are expressed in Mī or 
iT. 


12.16 

Not a comparative grammar, it would be nonetheless enlightening to 
take a look at a sample of conjugations from Biblical Aramaic in the 
Perfect Tense of Pe’al binyan, compare this with the vowels in the 
Pi’el (Pa’el) Infinitive Construct and the Pi’el (Pa’el) Perfect Tense third 
person masculine singular. 


Sample of Hiphil Dip 

NPT 
MPT 

DIT 


Sample of Hophal 
- 12.15 - 


maon 


m20 
ator 

Sample of Aramaic Perfect 202 

pnan 
nans 
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Vav Consecutives or Vav-Prefixed Verbs 


13.1 - 13.1 - 
Hebrew recognises two tenses in its verbal system, namely, the Past 
and the non-Past, a fact well noted in its long history of the language. 
The understanding of it in the field of Hebrew study is such that out 
of these there are two forms of the verb in the Hebrew Bible, the 
NIPA, appeared rather unique: the vav-prefixed forms of the verb, so 
much so, when an Imperfect Tense (the Imperfect Tense is also used 
as the Future Tense in Hebrew grammar, discussed in Chapter Nine) 
of the verb yigtol DUP), which de facto is the infinitive construct 
loaded with the pairing of pronominal afformatives (]"1"%) and the 
sufformatives (571°), and this is further prefixed by the consonant vav 
D] O1) and vowelled [00] (WAT+TTN5), that somewhat resembled the 
vowels used in the article [OM] (m), and the combination is labelled 
as wayyiqtol OUD) or simply as Prefix Conjugation (PC): The 
presence of the dagesh [©] (WAT) might add stress to the syllable; 
and the dagesh forte in wayyiqtol is used in a gemination in order 
to distinguish between otherwise homophonous words; whereas a 
perfect form of the verb, a verb in the Sup conjugation, or simply 
known as suffix conjugation (SC) (discussed in Chapter Twelve) is 
similarly prefixed by vav [1] (11), known as wegatal Cup) (ve- 
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waw hahipuch 


waw consecutive SUP 

waw conversive wegatal 

vav consecutive ve-qatal 

waw of reversal vav-prefixed 
perfect 

waw relative 

waw inversive 

bbp we-Vsuff 

wayyiqtol vav+Verb+suffix 
conjugation 


vav-imperfect 
converted imperfect 
waw inductive 


vav Prefix vav Suffix 
Conjugation (PC) Conjugation 
(SC) 


Past Narrative 


consecutive preterite və-qatal 
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converted perfect 


Irreal Perfect 


N. W. Schröder, 1766 


Hitzig 1833 
Joüon and Muraoka 


Gell 1&2 7G 


John A. Cook, “The vav- 


prefixed verb forms 
in Elementary Hebrew 
Grammar”, The Journal 
of Hebrew Scriptures, 


Volume 8, Article 3, p8 
Jo Ann Hackett, Basic intro- 
duction to Biblical Hebrew, 

Hendrickson, 2010, pp90-91. 


qatal) or we-Vsuff (vav+Verb+suffix conjugation), which actually is 
a Perfect Tense of the verb but merely prefixed by a vav N] 09). 
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13.2 

These two are the forms of the verb of what is known in Hebrew 
grammar textbooks as the vav-conversive/consecutive (7273-1) 
verbs. The current nomenclature of these two verbal forms are 
diversely dubbed but mostly known as consecutive verbs or simply 
as PC and SC. Names are many but they all say the same thing. 
In more recent endeavours badges such as Past Narrative (John 
Cook ventured to relabel vav-imperfect as Past Narrative; and as 
Irreal Perfect the vav-prefixed perfect), consecutive preterite (Jo Ann 
Hackett), and others, were attempted. And all roads lead to Rome! 


13.3 A Pinch of History 

The perception of these peculiarities was first emerged in the 
sixteenth century among Jewish grammarians. Ever since, research 
and investigations into the grammar involving these two forms of the 
verb had evolved into an active enterprise in Hebrew scholarship of 
its own right. Extensive research into the historical development of 
the Hebrew verb, especially cross-linguistic studies, would continue to - 13.3 - 
shed light on the conundrums or intrigues of the Hebrew language. 
These undertakings are suitable aids but more for theoretical probes 
than practical usefulness. The Tanakh (93) or the N7/>?%2—as we 
inherit it now—exhibits these two verb-forms, scilicet, the gatal and 
yigtol; and their seemingly affiliations, that is, the vav-prefixed form 
for each one of these respectively: vegatal (weqatal) and wayyiqtol. 
Proposals are abundant as to the function and meaning of each of 
these two vav-prefixed verb forms; opinions are equally diverse. As 
generally the case, theories are mostly provincial—many of them, 
hence the enigma remained; and no immediate solution is in sight. 


13.4 

The Past, the gatal and vegatal, renders a completed action or an event 
fait accompli or at its endpoint, which inclusive something erupted 
or emerged and came to a terminus before or right up to the current 
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speech event, the result or consequence of which might or might not 
be relevant to the speech moment. For the non-Past—the yiqtol and 
wayyiqtol, depicts actions or sequence of events (fientive), unfolding one 
after the other—immediately after or later, subsequently—in relation to 
the speech moment or even before the speaking event that could stretch 
back and forth deep into the future, covering all general conditions. 


13.5 

These two forms of the verb are mostly used in sentences expressing 
a sequence or a series of actions or multiple actions where the tense 
of these verbs when unfurled into English translation would generally 
be referred back to the assumed tense of the main (lexical) verb that 
initiated the chain of action or sequential events while making constant 
adjustment and alignment to the requirement of the rule of sequence 
of tenses in English grammar, hence the appearance of conversive 
effect of these verbal forms. The function and purpose of these two 
forms have been variously appropriated and propagated in textbooks 
as well as research monographs. It is worth while to bear in mind 
that the magic of conversion is not 
done by adding the consonant [1] 
(11) to the verb, which actually is 


Cited by Giovanni Lenzil in his 
“Sequences of Verbal Forms and 
Taxis in Biblical Hebrew’, The 
Journal of Hebrew Scriptures, volume 
15, Article 8, 2015, p39 mentioned 
that Samuel Lee voiced his doubt 
that the vav could have conversive 
power. In another instance Robert 
Young in the preface to his literal 
translation of the Bible opinioned 
similar view. And more other. 


a conjunction, rather it could be 
a signal that the meaning of the 
verb must be reckoned differently, 
probably due to the nature of 
the dynamic of the (fientive) 
verb, the pensée of which would 
be assigned to in the following. 
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13.6 The wayyiqtol (Stup71)—the vav-imperfect 

In a given sentence, a verb in the Perfect tense, a gatal verb, leading 
a sequence of Imperfect Tense verbs Cup) but prefixed with vav 
D] (the vav-imperfect—each of these verbs is termed the vav- 
consecutive Imperfect, the wayyiqtol Cup) or Prefix Conjugation. 
Often the series of wayyiqtol, instead of a Perfect, could be led by 7771, 
which itself is a vav-imperfect of the Hebrew stand-alone verb to be: 
mT. A negative Perfect—the “Perfect + sr (<tead this way)—could 
punctuate the series and the verb immediately following this negation 
would resume the vav-imperfect chain until the end of the sentence or 
termination of the paragraph. As such a sentence could likewise begin 
with a wayyiqtol (Op) verb, particularly common is the verb TDN") 
(and he set forth to say), which initiates a next section in the discourse. 
The general advice offered in textbooks is to translate the vav- 
consecutive Imperfect Tense, the wayyigtol OUP), that is the vav- 
imperfect verb, as Past Tense in English or its equivalent with a 
semantic idea of a temporal succession or consequentiality or sequential -135 - 
or perhaps resultant of the action while sharing the same tense as that 
of the main verb in the independent clause preceding it in the same 
sentence, perhaps even of the whole paragraph, is not at all unfounded. 
The role of the wayyiqtol up) is diversely understood. Without 
rehearsing the long history of research on the matter, the morphology 
or the composition of wayyigtol Cup, at its base, apart from the 
personal pronoun prefixes and suffixes, is in fact an Infinitive Construct 
but prefixed with a dageshed vav [1] 01) consonant to the Imperfect 
Tense third person masculine singular. In short, the wayyiqtol up) 
is avav-prefixed Future Tense (up), a yiqtol up) or a short yigtol, 
the Jusstve—(discussed in Chapter Eight)—as some would have it that 
way, which indicates a rolling-ball like action that could take place at 
any moment later or in the future after the main action or, all the more, 
events (fientive)—as sort of a posterior—in relation to the preceding Past 
Tense or simply another lead verb. It is termed in textbooks as a tense 
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but embedded with it no immediate reference as to the nature of its 
time: punctiliar time, beginning time or ending time; neither a terminus 
could be inferred nor exhibits a tint of its non-finite quality. In this 
sense the wayyiqtol One, in the oft quoted words of S. R. Driver, 
does not stand in isolation but a continuation or development from 
its previous past as signified in the past-tense verb in the matter of its 
potential tenses, moods or aspects. 


13.7 

Given the nature of the Hebrew language, unlike English and some, 
if not all, Indo-European languages, there being available no arsenal 
of auxiliaries in its repertoire from which to draw upon to configure 
the verb into various aspects in places where the rule of sequence of 
tenses might be used and furthermore coupled with the absence of an 
exact-time scheme as in English, or sharing the same time reference 
in the sentence, Hebrew appeared to be handicapped particularly when 
it came to the articulation of matters such as perfect and pluperfect 
or modality of permission, possible or potential actions and the like. 
There is a pluperfect in Greek grammar. Quite rightly the Septuagint 
would manage wayyiqtol Ov Dp) verbs differently. Very likely in the 
mind of the native Hebrew speaker, wayyigtol (up) and vegatal 
Cup) did not serve any of those roles in the first place presumed 
by grammar textbooks; merely to indicate that the action or event of 
a wayyiqtol (20I) verb as a follow-up action or event (fientive) 
after the Past or Perfect—qatal Gup) verb or even another wayyiqtol 
Cup™), where the event per se could jolly well be an indication of 
an exact time in the sense of suchlike in English grammar. By virtue 
of the nature of events coming in a succession one after another in 
time, therefore, tense is embedded in its sequence. In the absence of 
sophisticated calendar system readily available to an average household 
in ancient days, events, and probably the memories of them, marked 
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the passage of time as the way ancient people perceived the world in 
thought and feeling that formed, in a very broad stroke, an element 
in the grammar for their articulation. The Hebrew Bible, the NPA, 
is a collection of testimonies and memories—episodic, semantic and 
procedural—of those events in time and space, which glued the people 
together in the community. Events, coming in sequence one after 
another, entailed inherently an element of time/tense, when transformed 
into languages and thought forms outside the Hebrew language— 
indeed most, if not all—wayyigtol CaP verbs when translating into 
English, which is a tense sensitive language, cascaded along choices 
and decision oscillating between preterite (simple past), perfect (past or 
present perfect) or pluperfect on the one hand and copulative perfect 
or copula on the other. Cognitive linguistics has it that thought world 
and language reciprocally shapes and reinforces each other in the 
memories of what YHVH, interacting with His people, said, did or did 
not do, and how helps came—memory and reminiscence of their past 
of private anecdotes and community episodes enabled them to foresee 
and predict the future. Prediction, which is the basic task of the - 15.7 - 
sciences, and the habituation of it repeatedly scrutinised feedback loop 
(learn, unlearn and relearn) from the conditioning of their interaction 
with a greater life environment. They were not alone: a spine-chilling 
awareness of uncertain sense of their place in the vast desert land and 
the universe; the fragility, the vulnerability and other perils of life living 
in close and deep symbiosis with other ethnic communities shaped 
and reshaped their consciousness and self-consciousness cued from 
their memory for a raison d’etre for their survival, in anticipation and 
aspiration for a future in the midst of harsh environment—both human 
and physical. Those that had been encoded in writings—became the 
focus and attention of the people of the Book their self-understanding, 
their role and identity in the world: Meaning—perception, thoughts, 
feelings—create its own grammar. Whereas rendering into English, 
for instance, the demand of the rule of sequence of tenses required 
various time-related helping verbs, by way of the auxiliaries, must be 
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on tour of duty; hence the seemingly conversive role of the wayyigqtol 
emerged: fun time for the auxiliaries; notwithstanding the ongoing 
research done on the history of wayyigtol and the vav consecutive. 


13.8 

Taking the first few verses of Genesis as a point for grammatical 
meditation, namely, the sentences depicting creation of the first day 
in the Book of Genesis. From the perspective of the narrator, the 
three past-tense verbs, to wit, MDT, NTP N13, could be seen more 
of being placed at the same hierarchy in terms of simultaneity; and 
the topics: W731 amn JAM wT jy NT are sharing the same 
level of ranking as that of the three past-tense verbs. The paragraph 
seeks to explain the presence of darkness, heaven and earth. Placing 
29> NIP WD at the end of the section before the on-set of 
the next petuchah (MANS) does not assign darkness to a minute 
position; rather, darkness is seen there at the beginning in the same 
time-event pecking order as 1797 (Nn Am, oon 7!->y TWiT. 
A perspicacious deduction leads to that the wayyiqtol up) verbs 
hinted that all other cosmic entities emerged, created or otherwise took 
place as later events that follow up, sequential or consequential, to the 
principal verbs neutral in time-aspect-mood but without the benefit of 
the auxiliaries. Speech and written language run in a linear fashion 
while the act of creation occurs simultaneously, that is, the calling 
of darkness as night, an event, takes place at the same ‘time’ as the 
creating of the heavens and the earth. At least, it is believed that 
the consciousness of it is in the mind of the narrator to align time 
with the ordering of events, both local and cosmic. In this way, the 
three past-tense verbs used in the first day of creation in Genesis 
suggested that darkness being called night was done at the same time 
at the creation of the heavens and the earth; and that sequential events 
marked a demarcation of time in grammar as well as in life or a 
mental time, at least. Speaking and conversation in dialogue in this 
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way ıs seen as an event PN sample of French étre verbs (make a quick 
(fientive). DTN EALA comparison with wayyigtol verbs) that the verb 
is a speech event—and KO be is used with the past participle. These are 
God set forth to speak— intransitive verbs. Compare these verbs with 
those that are used to form the wayyiqtol in 


f Hebrew would be insightful to the understanding 
grammar, marking the Pi vav-prefixed verbs. 
endpoint or onset—the 


past, perfect or pluperfect 
or hereafter, that is, 
the future—progressive 
or otherwise, until it is 
terminated by a veqatal, 
which largely signals 
the end-point of a series 
or chain of events in a 
petuchah or discourse. 


in words as well as in 


to go 
to arrive 

to descend / to go downstairs 
to descend again 

to enter 

to re-enter 

to climb 

to climb again 

to die 

to be born 

to leave 


13.9 - 13.9- 


Distinctively, verbs encapsulated in wayyiqtol vp), such as to perish, 
to call, to say, to exist, to see, to send, to shout, to mount, to answer, 
to arrive, to die, to hear, and the like, come under the categories of 
verbs of movement extending from the human body. These verbs, by 
the nature of their lexical semantics, are usually intransitive, irregular, 
stative verbs (Hebrew stative verb is discussed in Chapter Four; and for 
Hebrew intransitive verbs, way back in 1903, Frank R. Blake offered 
a list of Hebrew intransitive verbs, several hundred of them, in his 
“The So-Called Intransitive Verbal Forms in Hebrew’, Journal of the 
American Oriental Society, 1903, Vol. 24 (1903), pp. 145-204.), or in 
some cases dual nature, that is, dynamic and stative at the same time; 
and motion verbs—moving from one place to another; and having an 
adjectival quality in the meaning. Treatment of these unaccusative 
verbs in the Perfect Tense in some Indo-European languages such 
as French and German, unlike English instead of the auxiliary verb 
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to have as what we have it now, the auxiliary copular verb to be 
would be used, known as étre verbs in French (verbs are conjugated 
with étre because they are intransitive) or sein verbs in the case 
of German. Even in English, there are sentences, for instance: He 
is come; He is risen, compare: He has come; He has risen, they 
were fallen asleep, a child is born, and so on, where the auxiliary 
copular verb to be is used, generally, in intransitive predicates. By 
the time of Middle English, it seems, the bare infinitive form of the 
verb to have paring with a past participle, the auxiliary perfect has/ 
have/had construction (for unergative verbs) to compose the Perfect 
Tense has been the main stream and ever since; hence we have 
now in modern English: He has come instead He is come. These 
two sentences, arguably, might have different meaning. For sure 
these categories of verbs are not identical among these languages. 


13.10 
An astute definition of the English stative verbs, as compared with 
dynamic verbs, that these are verbs of which meaning concerning an 
action in the mind or a mental 
A small sample of sein verbs in state of the speaker, such as to 
German and the past pastiriple is agree, to love, to believe, to be, 
used to form the German Perfect among others. Most, if not all, 
Tense; and these are intransitive : i od 
es stative verbs have an adjectival 
quality in its meaning. On the 
other hand, a dynamic verb 
describes an action or event, 
which can begin and finish 
at a punctiliar moment or a 
point of time implied by the 
be born principal verb. The stative verbs 
80 in English grammar are not 
Terpen used in to form the continuous 
tenses: the Present Continuous 


become 


come 
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Tense and the Past Continuous tense. A tentative note could be made 

that wayyigqtol up) verbs or verbs used in the formation of what is 

tagged as vav-prefixed verbs, a good number of them, fall under the 

category of stative verbs; and these verbs in Hebrew in the absence 

of schematic auxiliaries required different grammatical treatment. If 

not deemed as a misadventure, a similar case ostensibly could be 

made out for the Greek Aorist verbs. Deficiency in our understanding 

of the whole spectrum of wayyigtol up) verbs would not sustain 

a definite conclusion on the matter. Just a point of curiosity: 

What sort of scenario would we have if there were in Hebrew an 

inventory of auxiliaries similar to that of the Indo-European languages. 

Furthermore, unlike English, when a sentence of which meaning 

falls under any of the semantic category of situation, condition, 

quality, relationship, availability (the mere existence of something) 

and general truth, Hebrew does not necessarily enlist a copular 

verb or link verb—hence verbless clause—such as the extensive 

use of the verb to be in English, which is mandatory. In addition, 

sentence expressing a simple possession or ownership, it seems, 

might not enrol a verb to have, just to elucidate, 1 Samuel 1:2 

pw) mw 451 3 (Literally: and to/for him two wives...). As the 

sentence stands in Hebrew, there is no verb in this sentence segment— 

and it makes no sense under syntactic rules in English grammar—led 

by a conjunctive preposition to imply possessive in meaning, a task 

which would be done by the verb to have in English grammar. (A 

little bit more on English and Hebrew auxiliaries 

is made available in the following Chapter 14.) 

In the gymnasium of translation, the verb to have a ok convenient 
: i . ho preference will be assigned 

expressing a sense of possession or ownership adjusting to either one form 

must come to play, thus: He has/had two wives. of spelling: They are left 

In addition to its role in the formation of perfect interchangeable as each comes 

tense and possession, the English auxiliary verb t° mind, however untidy it 

: f . seems to be. 
to have is also assigned a deontic duty, such as 
this: You have to see a doctor about your cough. 
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Believably, the crux of the matter is not so much of the conversive 
effect of the vav-prefixed verbs; very likely, the issue lies in the 
nature of the Hebrew verbs being caught up in a protracted process 
of verbification of the adjectives, nouns and statives, that coupled 
with the absence of an underdevelopment of the auxiliaries of the 
perfect and the copula in Hebrew by which sentences in the perfective 
past or copulative perfect would otherwise be constructed in the way 
history of language would witness it in some Indo-European languages. 


13.11 The veqatal/weqatal (SUP 1)—the vav-perfect 

A chain of verbs in the Perfect the gatal (up) prefixed with 
vav [D] (11) consonant, the vav-perfect, in each of these—widely 
known as the vegatal (Oupi)—is also designated as vav-consecutive 
Perfect or sometimes as we-Vsuff. The series could be led by an 
Imperfect Tense verb at the head of the sequence or mm, which 
is the veqgatal Cup) of 77, the independent Hebrew verb to be. 
The vegatal opr) marked an endpoint of an action or an event fait 
accompli or a chain of them. By virtue of its dynamic as a terminus 
it is thus perfective in nature while the qatal (up) is rather definitely 
a Past Tense, as in Judges 1:16 “myn AY AW JOR orp y TH 
Doma, then followed by a shift of events in the second part of the 
sentence: DYI7NS& au) T, queuing after a Past Tense, in which 
case when rendering it into English the rule of sequence of tenses 
must be in the game; by itself in Hebrew, event is neutral in terms 
of tense, mood and aspect. The qatal Cop) could possibly take up 
the role equivalent to a Past Participle in English, as in Judges 1:2 
an3 PISTON Mo TT ay mpm mm TAN 3 
thus the auxiliary have came into play in most of the English 
translations. The vegatal (5291) —the vav-perfect verb—might assume 
an Imperative role when following an Imperative when translating 
to English, as in Judges 1:15; Isaiah 20:2, and many others. 
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(Judges 1:15) ;277 nh Er mann 


13.12 

As there is no provision in English grammar to accommodate the 
category of dynamic verbs that speak of an event such as that in 
Hebrew without involving laboriously employment of the auxiliaries 
(auxiliary have, modality, copula be, as well as verbless, zero copula, 
sentence), and motivated by the requirement of the rule of sequence 
of tenses, which is paramount in English grammar, and a seemingly 
ambiguous pluperfect, hence translation of wayyigtol up) and 
veqatal Op) from Hebrew to English—largely done at the discretion 
of the translator, sort of laissez-faire where no definite rules have been 
fully and maturely developed as yet notwithstanding of voluminous 
research done on the topics—appears confusing and such endeavour 
must constantly be making adjustment to the imperatives of English 
grammar, which is very sensitive to tense/time—punctiliar time, 
aspect and mood, and so forth, while keeping a close watch over the 
semantic context of the sentence. In Hebrew, the wayyiqtol up) 
and the vegatal (up), at least, do not necessary assume those roles 
assigned by grammarians: they are more of expressing the existence 
or occurrence of events as stipulated by the lexical meaning, sort of 
coming into being of such events that were enshrined in their religious 
architves—the holy Mikra. Without prejudice, thoughts and reflections 
here are nothing more than mere conjecture and tentative as well. 
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English Grammar 


14.1 - 14.1- 
On and off mention has been made on the English auxiliaries 
and the copulas, it is in order to offer some details on the matter, 
presumably at least those aspects which might be relevantly relating 
to the understanding of Hebrew vav-prefixed verbs. By its nature 
English is a language that is sensitive to tense, mood and aspect in 
its verb formation via conjugation while, unlike Hebrew, the number 
(singular and plural) of the verbs confined to the present tense; in 
contrast, neither the past tense nor the future tense would carry such 
information. Verbs in English do not indicate gender since it is done 
by the pronouns when one functioned as the subject of the sentence 
and meanwhile it is enburdened with the task to convey number either 
singular or plural, as: He was my former teacher. 


14.2 The Infinitives 

The Infinitive is the base form of the verb across many languages. 
There are two Infinitives in the English grammar: the Full Infinitive 
(also known as the supine) and the bare infinitive or, in some English 
grammar books, known as the plain verb. Unlike the Hebrew word: 
pal gm ie, (to write), by way of an explanation, the English Full Infinitive 
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carried the preposition “to” in 
front of the verb but not prefixed 
to it, for example: to go, to come, 
to fetch, to walk, hence the Full 
Infinitive is also known as to- 
Infinitive in some books. A verb 
without the preposition to—only 
the plain, naked verb—is the bare 
infinitive such as: go, come, fetch, 
and others. 


14.3 

Not totally identical though, the 
English full infinitive is closely 
resembled the Hebrew infinitive 
construct and even sharing some 
similar functions such as_ the 
substantive and the predicative 
use of the infinitive, to express 
a purpose, and so on. Features 
common to the bare infinitive 
and the infinitive absolute would 
be rather obvious but both could 
assume different tasks in each 
respective language. The English 
plain-word bare infinitive is used 
as the imperative and in the 
jussive while in Hebrew those 
roles would be performed by the 
infinitive construct without the 
preposition [>] (lamedh) but could 
take the personal pronouns affixes 


Simple Future 


will / shall 


Simple Present 


oll 
= 
= 
oS 
5 
~ 
g 
D 
n 
p 
ʻ 
ja) 
O 
| 
o 
= 
a 
iS) 
oS 
E 
oS 
A 
= 
n 
S 
A 
iaw) 
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Simple Past 


bare infinitive 


full infinitive 
(the supine) 


—s/es — singular; 
are infinitive — 


+ —ing 


ciple 


(except the irregular 


(only the plain verb 
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abides/abide 


calls/call 


was/were 
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albeit the same task as an imperative it could be performed by the 
Hebrew Infinitive Absolute (Chapters Seven and Eight). The English 
bare infinitive forms an intrinsic part of the modal verbs, for example: 
If Jane could sing, John would have married her. Also, the English 
bare infinitive is used as the plural form in the present tense while 
the English past and English future do not display information on 
singular or plural of the verb, but not so in Hebrew where verbs across 
the tenses must indicate either plural or singular by way of verbal 
pronominal sufformatives. 


14.4 The Participles 

The English Participles are derived via conjugation from the corpus 

of verbs, which are of two broad categories, viz the regular and 

irregular verbs (the strong verbs). To conjugate a participle, the verbal 

suffixes, that is, /—ed/ for English past participle; /—ing/ for English 

present participle would be consistently added to the bare infinitive to 

configure the participles: the past participle or the present participle, to 

show the point, to walk, walk — walked, walking, and so on. - 14.3 - 


14.5 

All verbs, with the exception of somewhere two hundred odd irregular 
verbs, would affix the verbal suffix /—ed/ to form the Simple Past (the 
Preterite) with exact time or some indication of it whereas the Past 
Participle, such as this: to call — called; to die — died while all verbs, 
with no exception, receive /—ing/ as the Present Participle, to reiterate: 
to call — calling; to walk — walking to compose the continuous tenses. 
Apart from the Simple Past of the regular verbs, the English Past 
Participle is also used to form the Passive, the Perfect Tense as well 
as copulative passive, for an idea of it: The window was broken. The 
irregular verbs are by default given a past participle of its own for 
each verb, to evince the point: go — went — gone; run —> ran — run, 
along with other. 
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14.6 

Both the Infinitives and the Participles, across languages, are not full 
verbs—not a finite verbs. By the nature and logic of its dynamic, both 
of these, the infinitives and the participles, could be used as adjective, 
noun, adverb and to form part of a verb/tense phrase. 


A sample: 

a. He refused to talk to me. 

b. The deceased was my English teacher. 

c. Swimming in the Nile was risky. 

d. To err is human, to forgive divine. 

e. He likes cooking for his folks. 

f. He likes to cook for his folks 

g. He was swimming in the river when the crocodile came. 

h. The field was wet this morning as it had been raining for 
hours since yesterday evening. 

i. He has been playing guitar ever since he was a teenager. 


14.7 The Simple Tense 


The English Simple Tenses 


John went to Ashqelon John works in a bank. I will come to see you in En Gedi 
yesterday. (in habitual action/general truth tomorrow. 
-- time-clause might be omitted) 


The element of exact time, implied time or known time or some 
indication of it, such as yesterday, at dawn, in the days of Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and so on, known as time-clause, is essential in 
English if the sentence or the independent clause is a one-word verb 
speaking on a single action, a habitual action or general truth in the 
English Simple Tenses: Simple Past; Simple Present; Simple Future, 
often overlaying merely expressing a habitual action—either regularly 
or irregularly—repetitive or recurrent action which could be a general 
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truth, that is, matters or actions believed to be always true or not true, 
covering non-repetitive event or once in a life time happening, as in 
this: John died in a road accident two years ago; I will come to your 
office tomorrow morning atten o’clock. Thus here lies the meaning of 
the concept of tense in grammar, which in essence expresses the time 
or the moment the action of the verb purportedly to have or would 
have taken place, usually in a known time context of that particular 
action which underpins its appearance of a punctiliar or perfective 
quality. Often than not, sentences involving the use of the copulas 
would be in the simple tense format. Adverbs of frequency with or 
without the exact time, such as always, often, usually, seldom, never, 
once in a while, from time to time, and such wise, would be used in 
irregular action. To give an idea: My brother and I usually swim in 
the Arnon River on Sundays. Verbs in a sentence do not require the 
expression of an exact time would not fall under the purview of the 
simple tense: They belong to the non-Simple Tense. 


The English Simple Tense vs. non-Simple Tense 


- 14.5 - 


— one-word verb or a single action, event in an — multiple actions or a series of actions, usually 
independent or as the principal clause or sentence; involving a process which entails either a 


— time-clause—exact time or implied time known beginning time, a known ending moment, 
of the action or some indication of it—is or the action is suspending in the middle or on 
essential, except sentences expressing a repetitive, the progressive in relation to an overarching 
habitual action or a general truth, e.g., time frame, i.e., from the onset of the whole 

a. John works in a bank. spectrum of the chain of actions in relationship 
b. John went to see his grandmother yesterday to the speech moment; 

evening. — speech moment refers to the perspective 

c. I will come to see you in the office tomorrow. or the position in time when the speaking or 


conversation, usually a dialogue, takes place; 
— the rule of sequence of tenses apply; 

e.g., We have been busy taking dancing class to 
prepare for the nuptials. 

eg. John was swimming in the river when the 
crocodile came yesterday/this morning. 
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14.8 The non-Simple Tense 

In the scheme of things, there are four (counting the simple tense as 
well) aspects distributed along three tenses: the Past; the Present; the 
Future. The aspects made good use of the participles, two of them: 
the Present Participle and the Past Participle shadowing the auxiliaries 
to complete the whole system of the English tenses. These tenses 
come under the realm of non-simple tense when there is no indication 
of an exact time immediately linked to the main verb. That is not 
very tense after all! 


14.9 The Modal Auxiliary Verbs 
English has a consistent scheme of auxiliary and the semi-auxiliary 
(quasi-auxiliary also known as lexical auxiliary, again many names of 
the same matter). These verbs help to express an idea or meaning 
of possibility, ability, permission, necessity or contingency: These are 
known as modal verbs (also called modal auxiliary verbs), working 
in its supine in tandem with the main verb or the bare infinitive. 
English Modal Verbs 
could 
should 


| would 


might 


(no tense for must) 


ought + come 


Classification placed the semi-auxiliary verbs as a subcategory under the 
modal verbs. The auxiliaries are: verb to be, verb to have, verb to do, 
and the modal verbs (can, could; will, would; shall, should; may, might; 
must, ought + supine, viz the full infinitive); and the semi-auxiliaries: dare 
(as bare infinitive), need (as bare infinitive), used + full infinitive, namely, 
used (+ supine, e.g. We used to eatin that restaurant during school 
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recess); Moses used to swim in the Nile when he lived in Egypt. 
The modal verbs will and shall are employed in the formation of the 
English Future Tense. 


14.10 Sequence of Tenses 

On top of that there is the rule of sequence of tenses, also known as 
Agreement of Tenses, which is deemed paramount in English grammar for 
it dictates that the tense of the subordinate clause must be compatibly 
matching with the tense of the main, independent or principal clause. 
This rule holds sway particularly in sentences expressing multiple 
actions or a series of actions or a chain of it where the use of the 
pluperfect might be prominent, particularly so when translating Hebrew 
vav-prefixed verbs into English. 


14.11 The Auxiliary Verb to be 

Verb to be (also known as the copular verbs or link verbs), one among 
the auxiliary verbs, helps to link between the subject noun and the 
predicate, thus the helping verb comes on to the stage. Generally, the - 14.7 - 
verb to be, in whatever form it might be (to be, be, was/were, is/am/are, 
been, being), is used in a sentence which meaning falls under any of 
the category of situation, condition, quality, general truth, relationship 
and availability, often overlapping in semantic domain, particularly 
situation, condition and quality. Other functions of the verb to be 
involved (i) the formation of passive, as in John’s leg was injured in 
a motor accident last night, or as copulative perfect; (ii) the formation 
of the continuous tenses. When not engaging in the composition of 
continuous tense, the copula in an independent clause or sentence is 
in a simple tense form—exact time is essential if not expressing a 
general truth or a fact, event or condition—and consistently being so. 
Thus, the verb to be holds a broader portfolio of function in English, 
a feature that is not found in many o ther languages such as Hebrew, 
Mandarin (partially), Malay, Russian, and the like, in sentences of similar 
semantic categories. These languages do not utilise the verb to be, 
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hence zero copula, at least not as profusely as it is used in English 
or as some other Indo-European languages. So much so that when 
sentences do not engage the copula verb to be to create a semantic 
link between the subject and the predicate, these languages—Hebrew 
is such a language—extensively enlist the adjectives to perform some 
ostensibly linking task; similar observation is also noted in languages 
such as Mandarin, Russian and some more. 


A small sample to stress the points: 
The verb to be is absent in these sentences in the Hebrew text 


Example in English Similar sentence in the Bible 
TaT Ins DWAIN 


07D 13 7S O 


TA? TP" 8 TT? ANN 


pep VET? T2790 
WT NSIT N 


Dopayi nawiw 


mwng APM 


and thus the English translation inserted the copula in meeting the 
requirement of English grammar. To stress once more, there are 
languages in the world that no link verb or copula is needed when 
sentences seek to express similar category of meaning. Hebrew is 
such a language. In English, the verb to be when precedes a present 
participle, it expresses a sense of continuity or in the middle of 
an action, for instance: John is singing on the coconut tree. The 
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tense of the verb to be determines the tense of the whole sentence: 
Not the participle, which offers merely a qualified or an attributed 
meaning to the action, event or situation; and in such cases the rule 
of sequence of tenses must apply, for example: John was swimming 
in the river when the crocodile came. 


14.12 The Passive 

The Passive voice in grammar speaks about a situation without 
reference to the cause or the triggering initiator, doer or actor of the 
action or event, which in a usual sentence functions as the subject 
of the sentence but not so in passive, for instance: The window was 
broken. Here, the copula is pairing with a past participle, depicting the 
situation or condition or quality of the window but without reference 
to the cause of it, thus a passive voice construction has occurred. 
The widow could not break by itself; some unknown cause or person or 
doer did it but that unknown cause or person is not mentioned as the 
subject of the sentence. Incidentally, the English passive voice is used 
more frequently in formal articulation such as law, sciences, medical and 
technical reports, and so forth. 


- 14.9 - 


14.13 The Auxiliary Verbs and the Continuous Tense 

The English continuous tense is also known as the progressive 
tense. There are six of them and all the six of them in one way 
of the other involved the use of the present participle preceded by 
the auxiliaries verb to be and three of them with the verb to have 
further front. Three of them engaged the verb to be preceded the 
present participle: the past continuous/progressive; the present continuous/ 
progressive; the future continuous/progressive—while the three perfect 
continuous tenses would engage a verb to have preceding the verb to 
be continuous tense but the verb fo be in the perfect continuous tense 
would be set in the past participle form of it, spreading across the 
past perfect continuous tense, the present perfect continuous tense and 
the future perfect continuous tense, such as: John has been teaching 
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The continuous/progressive tense 


— composition — verb to be + present participle; 

— the tense of the verb to be determines the tense of the whole sentence; 

— use in sentence expressing multiple actions or a series of it; 

— denotes an action suspending in the middle of a plane or process or 
part of a series of actions without reference to the commencement or the 
beginning time nor the ending time (no beginning; no ending) of the action 
in relationship to the speech moment. 

— Stative verbs are not used in making the continuous tense and the perfect 
continuous tense. 


Examples: John was watching The children are Iwill be staying 
unknown the news on going to school. at my place this 
beginning YouTube when the evening. 
andunknown monkey slipped into 

ending the kitchen 


us Hebrew grammar since last summer. Hence, the perfect continuous 
tense sentence (comparing with a sentence in the continuous tense, in: 
John was reading the Torah when the prophet died —depicting the 
principal action was caught up in the middle of a process while 
another action took place simultaneously) recruits the use of the verb 
to be howbeit in the form of a past participle in its composition. 


14.14 The Continuous tense and the Stative Verbs 

Stative verbs are verbs that describe a state or situation in the 
mind, id est, an action that would usually happen in the mind of 
the speaker, such as (in bare infinitive), believe, agree, disagree, mind, 
remember, like, dislike, recognise, see, want, hate, need, understand, know, 
contain, consist, love, hope, include, prefer, depend, owe, and so on, 
some two hundred odd of them in English: more or less about the 
same quantity believably could be in circulation in other languages. 
In English, these verbs would not be used to form the continuous 
tense, including the perfect continuous tense. To Illustrate: J do not 
know him; but not *I am not knowing him. The stative verbs might 
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The perfect continuous / progressive tense 


— composition — in effect, the English perfect continuous is the auxiliary 
verb to have being added to a verb to be + present participle (the continuous 
tense); just that the verb fo be is made in the past participle form of it, as 
in John has been teaching us Hebrew grammar since last summer. 

— use in sentence expressing multiple actions ora series of it; 

— the tense of the verb to have determines the tense of the whole sentence; 
— denotes an action witha known commencement of it or the beginning 
time—which is essential in this tense—expressed by the adverbs since, for 
(over a period of time, eg. for two years, etc) or some other form of indication 
of it with or without the known ending time inrelationship to the speech 
moment; 

— Stative verbs are not used in making both the perfect continuous tense and 
the continuous tense. 


Examples: John had been John has been John will have been 

known teaching us Hebrew teaching us teaching us Hebrew 

beginning grammar Hebrew grammar grammar for eight 

and unknown the old principal since last summer. years when he 

ending retired and it could retires next summer. - 14.11 - 
be that the new head 
would just let him 


continue with it. 


imbricate with some irregular verbs and could be intransitive in nature. 
A small number of stative verbs could serve both as a dynamic verb 
and a stative verb, having dual nature, for instance: verb to do, verb to 
have and verb to be. Asa matter of convenience, the stative verbs 
could be grouped under some broad categories: emotion, perception, 
possession and or mental state. Generally, the natural meaning of a 
word governs its grammar. 


14.15 The Auxiliary Verb to have 

The verb to have is used with the past participle to form the perfect 
tense—a non-Simple Tense—(three of them: the past perfect; the present 
perfect; the future perfect), apart from the perfect continuous tense, to 
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negotiate the process or the chain of actions at three distinctive 
intervals: the beginning, the middle and the end of the action or after 
its terminus in relationship to the spe ech time. 


The perfect tense 


— composition — verb to have + past participle; 

— the tense of the verb to have determines the tense of the whole sentence; 
— denotes an action with an unknown beginning or its commencement but a 
known ending—after a known terminus, a posterior, in reference to another 
subterranean action in relation to the speaking moment. 


Examples: They had moved John has gone to Abraham will have 
unknown to Jerusalem last the washroom. married Sarah by 
beginning summer. (John’s presence next Christmas. 
but known (The overarching in the office came 


ending—after 
a terminus, to 
the verb. 


time frame is well 
over a year before 
last summer in 
relationship to the 


to an end—a 
terminus from the 
perspective of the 
speech time ) 


speaking moment ) 


14.16 The Auxiliary Verb to have and the Perfect Tense 

The non-Simple Tense (three of them: the perfect tense; the 
continuous/ progressive; the perfect continuous/progressive tense) is 
used mostly in sentences of multiple actions or events happening 
simultaneously or in succession one after the other binding the use 
of auxiliary verb to be and auxiliary verb to have. While not 
speaking of an exact time, the non-simple tense would be denoting 
a process, that is to say, at which position or locale of the action 
of the verb on a time/tense plane: (i) a known beginning or some 
indication of the outset of the action or event but unknown ending 
(the perfect continuous/progressive tense) plus adverbs such as: since, 
from or for a period of time, and the like to signal the kickoff time 
of the action to denote the onset of it,asin: They had been talking for 
over an hour before John arrived; (b) suspending in the middle of an 
on-going action without reference to both its beginning or ending 
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(the continuous tense), as in, Jane was having her dinner when the fire broke 
out; (c) a known ending—an essential part of the perfect tense—or 
a known terminus without reference to its beginning while having a 
subterranean link with another action (another perfect tense), such as 
this: He had left the library by the time I arrived. These non-Simple 
Tense could rather be more suitably understood as aspects, such as 
the perfect aspects, and in similar fashion. 


14.17 Other use of the English Auxiliary Verb to have 

(1) When not in use to form the perfect tense, the English verb 
to have, in whatever tense form (has/have/had) it might be, could 
take on the role of possession or ownership, such as: John has two 
wives; John had two wives; John has had two wives; John had had 
two wives; John had had a motorbike before he was able to own a car, 
and so on. 


Compare these sentences: 
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In the original Hebrew of these sentences there is no verb to have 
for the role of possessive unless the whole construction of D1 ( (vav 
conjunction + preposition F] ] damedh) and the third person singular 
ñ] 185) D5) pronoun is taken as such but 359, which literally 
meant and for him / to him. Stretching it a step further, it could 
make up for the sense of and by him; and for him / to him two wives. 
In the English translation the verb to have is inserted in response to 
the requirement of English grammar to express the idea of possession 
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or ownership. Similar observation could be made out of 1 Samuel 
25:2 or many more other sentences that there is no possessive use 
of the verb to have in Hebrew grammar as the way English does. 


(ii) The English verb to have is also used in deontic expression, by 
way of explanation: You have to see a doctor about your cough; compare 
with: You must see a doctor about your cough. 


14.18 Transitive verbs and Intransitive verbs 

Intransitive verbs are verbs that would not take an object. Some 
intransitive verbs could be dynamic verbs but a good number of 
them are stative verbs and irregular verbs imbricately, at least 
it is so in the English language. The intransitive verbs (both 
unaccusative and unergative verbs) are usually not found in a huge 
number in any given language; merely a few hundred or so in 
English, about the same amount as the irregular verbs. A random 
list of these verbs in the bare infinitive: run, lie, sing, sleep, cough, 
emerge, happen, laugh, die, mourn, respond, agree, arrive, go, become, 
belong, consist, and many more. Looking at these verbs, the silhouette 
of the vav-prefixed verbs is visible at the distant background. 
Not a most fitting analogy though! In French, the intransitive verbs 
are preceded by être in the formation of the perfect tense (passé 
compose). 


14.19 

Words involved in the formation of Hebrew vav-prefixed verbs 
are mostly verbs of motion or action extending from the human 
body or body movement, intransitive and or stative verbs—a_ hasty 
remark perhaps. A small sample of these verbs of motion 
or body movement in the bare infinitive, not exhaustive for sure, 
such as: bend, lift, carry, kneel, sit, hold, leap, pick up, pull, come, 
go, push, exist, run, depart, go out, leave, lean, throw, kiss, clap, laugh, 
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stretch out, walk, scurry, stagger, roll, sway, look, cry, lie down, stand, 
break, talk, open, cut out, among others. Not a full treatment of 
the subject intended, a quick glimpse nonetheless into the dynamic 
of vav-prefixed verbs in Hebrew, especially the choice of tenses 
in the potential implication on the understanding and translation 
of Hebrew into English would be insightful; and probably equally 
applicable on other languages as well. 
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